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Overview 

In the struggle to build cost-effective buildings, it is easy to 
forget that the ultimate success or failure of a project rests on 
its indoor environmental quality (IEQ). Healthy, comfortable 
employees are invariably more satisfied and productive. 
Unfortunately, this simple, compelling truth is often lost, for it is 
simpler to focus on the first-cost of a project than it is to 
determine the value of increased user productivity and health. 
Federal facilities should be constructed with an appreciation of 
the importance of providing high-quality, interior environments 
for all users. 

During the facility design and development process, federal 
projects must have a comprehensive, integrated perspective that seeks to: 

Facilitate quality IEQ through good design, construction, and operating and maintenance 
practices;  

Value aesthetic decisions, such as the importance of views and the integration of natural and 
man-made elements;  

Provide thermal comfort with a maximum degree of personal control over temperature and airflow;  

Supply adequate levels of ventilation and outside air to ensure indoor air quality;  

Prevent airborne bacteria, mold, and other fungi through heating, ventilating, air-conditioning 
(HVAC) system designs that are effective at controlling indoor humidity, and building envelope 
design that prevents the intrusion of moisture;  

Avoid the use of materials high in pollutants, such as volatile organic compounds (VOCs) or 
toxins;  

Assure acoustic privacy and comfort through the use of sound absorbing material and equipment 
isolation;  

Control disturbing odors through contaminant isolation and careful selection of cleaning products;  

Create a high performance luminous environment through the careful integration of natural and 
artificial light sources; and  

Provide quality water.  

Note: IEQ encompasses indoor air quality (IAQ), which focuses on airborne contaminants, as well as 
other health, safety, and comfort issues such as aesthetics, potable water surveillance, ergonomics, 
acoustics, lighting, and electromagnetic frequency levels. 
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Attacks by Department of Health and Human Services. May 2002.  

Guidance for Filtration and Air-Cleaning Systems to Protect Building Environments from Airborne 
Chemical, Biological, or Radiological Attacks by National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health. April 2003.  

The Inside Story: A Guide to Indoor Air Quality by EPA Office of Radiation and Indoor Air (6604J) 
and United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.  

NAVFAC White Paper on Carbon Monoxide  

UFC 4-010-01, DoD Minimum Anti-Terrorism Standards for Buildings  

Prevent Airborne Bacteria, Mold, and Fungi 

Air Force: Air Force Engineering Technical Letter ETL 04-3 Design Criteria for Prevention of Mold in 
Air Force Facilities.  

Indoor Environmental Standards Organization (IESO)—IESO is a non-profit organization that 
provides a national forum for the development and publication of voluntary consensus standards for 
the assessment of indoor environments. IESO also offers certification programs to promote 
awareness and compliance to the established standards. The IESO Standards of Practice, Volume 
1 for the assessment of indoor air quality includes seven standards on two topics: Mold Sampling 
and Assessment of Mold Contamination.  

OSHA, Molds & Fungi website  

Limit Spread of Pathogens 

WBDG: Health Care Facilities  

Avoid the Use of Materials High in Pollutants 

Cleaning Products Pilot Project (CPPP), EPA  

Environmentally Preferable Purchasing, EPA  

Greenguard Environmental Institute Certified Products  

GreenSeal Product Recommendations  

Scientific Certification Systems (SCS) IAQ Product Certification Program  

Assure Acoustic Privacy and Comfort 

WBDG: Productive—Provide Comfortable Environments  

Architectural Graphic Standards, 10th Edition  

Create a High—Performance Luminous Environment 

WBDG: Productive—Promote Health and Well-Being, Productive—Provide Comfortable 
Environments  

IESNA RP-5 Recommended Practice of Daylighting  

Windows and Daylighting Group, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory  

Provide Quality Water 

EPA Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)  
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FloorScore 
FloorScore, developed by the Resilient Floor Covering Institute (RFCI) in 
conjunction with Scientific Certification Systems (SCS), tests and certifies hard 
surface flooring and flooring adhesive products for compliance with rigorous 

Page 1 of 2Scientific Certification Systems - FloorScore

2/22/2008http://www.scscertified.com/ecoproducts/indoorairquality/floorscore.html



indoor air quality emissions requirements. Individual volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) are evaluated using health-based specifications. Flooring and adhesives that earn 
FloorScore certification earn a legitimately enhanced market position, distinguished by the FloorScore 
certification label.  

Products bearing the FloorScore label meet the indoor air emissions criteria of:  

• Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS)  

• LEED® Green Building Rating Systems  

• Green Guide for Health Care.  

The U.S. Green Building Council approved FloorScore-certified products as an alternative compliance 
path to LEED credit EQ 4.3 Low-Emitting Materials: Carpet Systems in October, 2006.  

FloorScore tests to the CA Section 01350 Specification, which includes the Chronic Reference Exposure 
Levels (CRELs) concentrations established by the California Office of Environmental Health Hazard 
Assessment and procedures developed by the US EPA. Assuming that other products in an office or 
classroom may be sources of VOCs, FloorScore certifies hard flooring products that do not exceed one-
half the allowable concentration limits.  

Under the FloorScore program, manufacturers must submit a written quality control plan, which 
includes strict requirements for supply chain management. This process strongly encourages the 
identification of chemical sources, helping manufacturers to develop materials specifications. By 
purchasing input materials with low concentrations of the target VOCs, manufacturers gain increasing 
confidence that their products will meet criteria for certification.  

Program Documents/Downloads 
 

 
  

Privacy Policy © 2007 Scientific Certification Systems
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