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2007 DCP Sign Up
Are you planning to participate in the 2007 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program? If so, contact the office to sign a 2007 DCP contract (CCC-509).  Sign up began Oct 1, 2006, and must be completed before June 1, 2007. (You can sign your contract after June 1 and before Sept. 30, 2007, but you will be assessed a late-signing fee of $100.)
When you sign the CCC-509, you are agreeing to:

· comply with highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions on all your land;

· devote acreage equal to the base acreage to an agricultural or conserving use;

· effectively control noxious weeds and otherwise maintain base acres according to sound agricultural practices;

· not plant perennial fruits and vegetables or harvest annual FAVs (other than lentils, mung beans, and dry peas) or wild rice on base acres (Exceptions: Double-cropping covered commodities or peanuts with wild rice, fruits, or vegetables shall be permitted in any region in which there is a history of this type of double-cropping.);

· file acreage report with respect to all cropland on the farm; and

· notify the county office staff when there is a transfer of or change of interest of a producer.

County Committee Election

	Selected Interest Rates for

October 2006

	Farm Operating Loans — Direct
	5.375%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct
	5.625%

	Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer
	4.00%

	Emergency Loans
	3.75%


Just a reminder: Be watching your mailbox for your official county office committee election ballot starting early next month. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible voters on November 3, 2006. If, for some reason, you don’t receive a ballot, feel free to notify the county FSA office. Completed and signed ballots are due back in the county office by the close of business on Dec 4, 2006.
Acreage Spot Check Determinations and Notification 

Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot checks of acreage reports. Acreage reports are the basis for delivery of many farm programs. Acreage spot checks are completed to ensure accurate acreage reports are used for farm programs.

FSA will spot check acreages on over 10 percent of the farms in each county. Color imagery flown this summer will be used to complete all acreage determinations.

All 2006 acreage spot checks will be completed using the FSA Geographic Information System official acreages.  After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined Acreage will be sent to the farm operator.  

Producer notifications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are completed. Questions concerning determined acres should be directed to the office for clarification.
Commodity Loans Available

Low interest, 9-month loans on 2006 corn including high moisture, wheat, barley, soybeans and oats are available. This marketing tool is a great way to utilize working capital while you wait for local prices to rise, pay off higher interest notes with low interest money, or purchase next year’s inputs at reduced rates.  

newly re-designed website

We invite you to visit the newly re-designed Farm Service Agency website at www.fsa.usda.gov to learn about new programs and download forms.  For other general USDA information, visit www.usda.gov.   
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individuals income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





FSA Signature Policy


Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits.  The following are FSA signature guidelines:


A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. Mary Doe, not Mrs. John Doe.


For a minor, FSA requires the minors’ signature and one from an eligible parent.  Note, by signing the applicable document, the parent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable for refunds, liquidated damages, etc.


When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree with the name typed or printed on the form, or be a variation that does not cause the name and signature to be in disagreement.  Example - John W. Smith is on the form.  The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. Smith or J. Smith.  Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc.


FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms and other documents provided the acceptable program forms are approved for FAXED signatures.  Producers are responsible for the successful transmission and receipt of FAXED information.  


Examples of documents not approved for FAXED signatures include:


Promissory note


Assignment of payment


Joint payment authorization


NAP actual production history and approved yield record


Acknowledgement of commodity certificate purchase


Financing statement


UCC financing statement


Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an interest, unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the county office.


Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, or other similar entities.                                                         continued…








All members of a general partnership must sign for the general partnership unless an individual is authorized to act on the behalf of the general partnership and bind all members.


Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a spouse that authority is provided to the county office.


Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, joint ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts shall consist of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, individual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity.


individual’s name, capacity, and name of entity.





For additional clarification on proper signatures contact our office.





Rural Youth Loans


Do your kids want to start their own business but they don’t have the money to get things going? Did you know FSA provides loans to youths between the ages of 10 and 20 to help them develop an agriculture-related business venture?   Youth loans can provide up to $5000 to purchase livestock, equipment or raise crops.  To be eligible:


Projects must be carried out by youths participating in 


4-H, FFA, or similar organizations.


A project advisor, such as a 4-H club advisor, Vo-Ag teacher, Cooperative Extension agent, etc, must recommend the youth’s project and provide adequate supervision.


A parent or guardian must provide a written recommendation.


In most cases, a co-signor is not required.


And most importantly, the project must generate enough income to meet expenses and repay the loan.





Emergency Loans Available


Farmers who suffered significant damage due to certain storm events may be eligible for low-interest emergency loans from the Farm Service Agency if they are unable to get financing from any other source. These loans carry an interest rate of 3.75 percent.   Production Losses. Eligible farmers can also use emergency loan funds to recover a portion of losses on growing crops that were destroyed.  Physical Losses. Eligible farmers can use emergency loan funds to repair or rebuild essential farm buildings, clean debris or prepare land for replanting, and to replace livestock, supplies and harvested crops on hand or in storage that were lost.  Check with your local office for more information.  























MILCX Rate
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