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FSA has introduced a new initiative as part of the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) developed to promote the restoration of critical habitat for wildlife; the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE).  The  goal of the program is to enroll 500,000 acres of CRP land across the United States that will be utilized to manage the habitat needs of endangered, threatened, or priority fish and wildlife species.  Connecticut will represent 1,000 of those acres.  


Eligible land for this program is cropland. Compensation is an annual CRP rental payment, annual maintenance payment and cost-share assistance of eligible practice installation costs.  As an added incentive, a one-time payment of $100/acre for signing up is also being offered.


Proposals may be submitted starting in August of 2007.  The deadline is November 2007.  To find out more information about the initiative visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov and click conservation programs.  Applications will also be accepted at the Windham county office.





Windham County Farm Service Agency extends a warm welcome to Bonnie Burr, the newly appointed Connecticut State Executive Director (SED) of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA).  Ms. Burr has an extensive background in agriculture and the administration of FSA programs.  


Her professional experience includes such accomplishments as the position of Director of Government Relations at the Connecticut Farm Bureau, Extension Specialist for the University of Massachusetts and Director of Development at the Holstein Foundation.  


Ms. Burr’s educational experience includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Science and Agriculture from the University of Connecticut and a Master of Science degree in Public–Nonprofit Administration from Western Connecticut State University.   


She also served seven years as County Executive  Director (CED) at the USDA. In her position as CED she was responsible for implementing and overseeing various federal farm programs in three Connecticut counties.  We look forward to working with Bonnie Burr, SED.
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Ag News Corner 





USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will release the Farm Labor Report on May 18, 2007.  Visit www.nass.usda.gov to view the report.


NASS will be conducting its annual Apple Production & Disposition Survey, to update the estimated end of season production and establish the apple industry’s final utilization and price figures. The voluntary survey will be sent to apple producers in early May.  


Connecticut FarmLink Program is a unique and exciting program that provides a link for those who own agriculturally viable land to farmers who are looking for land to farm.  Information is provided about farm transfer strategies, family farm estate planning, farm leasing, farm startup and more.  Call 860-713-2588 or visit


    www.farmlink.uconn.edu





Focus on Funding





USDA Rural Development offers Value-Added Producer Grants for planning activities and working  capital for marketing value-added products and renewable energy projects.  Additionally, they offer Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements  Grants and Guaranteed Loans.  For more info. call 860-859-5218 x 3004 or visit www.rurdev.usda.gov





Payments for the Loan Deficiency Payment (LDP) program are made to eligible sheep and wool producers based on the rates at sign up.  Call  860-774-8397 x1
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Acreage reporting time is just around the corner. Please remember that filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.





Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date.





Acreage reports are required if you want to be eligible for Farm Service Agency programs.  Acreage reports are to be certified by July 15, 2007.  





Wool LDP Program





Acreage Reporting








July 15th—Deadline for Acreage Reporting


August 3rd—Sign-up deadline for the 2007 Direct & Counter-cyclical Program (DCP)





Dates to Remember





National Animal 


Identification System 





The USDA animal and plant health inspection service aims to prepare agricultural producers for the potential threat of a foreign animal disease outbreak.  


The  National Animal Identification System (NAIS) was developed to protect producers and reduce hardships that producers may incur in the event of an outbreak in the community.  


The voluntary participation of producers will allow them access to immediate assistance from animal health officials in the event of an outbreak.  In Connecticut, as of February 2007 less than 1% of the total estimated premises had registered.  Increased participation is essential to protect not only producers but the agricultural community as a whole. To register visit http://www.usda.gov and search for NAIS.








May 4th & 5th—53rd Annual Windham County 4-H Auction & Tag Sale, 326 Taft Pond Road, Pomfret, CT    860-974-3379


June 2nd—Herbfest 2007, 9AM to 4PM, Topmost Herb Farm, 244 North School Road, Coventry, CT 


Sept. 22—Save the Date


Celebrating Agriculture, 9AM to 3PM, Woodstock Fairgrounds, Rte. 169, Woodstock, CT





Ongoing—“The CT Creative – A General Store” offers tastings on Thursdays from 11AM to 2PM 


    Featuring gifts made by local artists and food from local producers 


Store hours:  Tues-Sat. 10AM-2PM


25 Stonington St., Hartford, CT  860-297-0112 














P.O. Box 399,  Brooklyn, CT 06234 


PH:  860-774-8397 x 1  


FAX: 860-779-0148  





OFFICE STAFF:                                         Dawn S. Pindell, County Executive Director x 109 Diane C. Holowaty, Program Technician x 111 Sherry L. Roy, Program Technician – x 110 





Ron Clark, Farm Loan Manager 


860-887-3604  x 3023





COUNTY COMMITTEE:   Kenneth Buell, Chairman   Harold Bishop, Vice Chairman Betsy Molodich, Member


 





Calendar of Events








