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If you own farmland or are looking for land to farm, the CT Department of Agriculture has the CT FarmLink program.       Services are available for new farmers, apprenticeship training and opportunities, farm transfer and estate planning, relocating farmers, farmers expanding on an existing farm,  farm partnerships, farm leasing, and financing opportunities.  The process involves submitting an application with a description of your farm or your needs for farmland. For an application contact Jane Slupecki at 860-713-2588 or  jane.slupecki@ct.gov, or visit www.farmlink.uconn.edu





Words of Windham





Starting this crop year the Farm Service Agency (FSA) implemented a new compliance and spot check selection process.  Instead of locally selecting random farms and contacts for spot check and review, a nationwide selection of producers is made using a statistical sampling method. Once selected, reviews will be based on a producer’s participation in a majority of the programs enrolled, and the review will cover all farms in which they have an interest. This new comprehensive review will include the Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program, Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, and other applicable Crop Disaster Programs. County Offices will also be spot checking additional producers if County Committees have valid concerns that warrant the spot check and review of those producers.  
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FarmLink Program Links Farm Owners to Farm Seekers





FSA Farm Loans


The Farm Service Agency makes both direct and guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans to family-size farmers who cannot obtain commercial credit from a bank, Farm Credit System institution or other lender. FSA loans can be used to purchase land, livestock, equipment, feed, seed and supplies. The loans can also be used to construct buildings or make farm improvements.  If you're having trouble getting commercial credit, check with the FSA county office staff about loan eligibility, as well as maximum loan amounts, rates, term and use of proceeds.   


Beginning Farmers


Are you a farmer who has substantially participated in the farming operation for at least three years but no more than 10 years? If so, you may qualify for beginning farmer targeted loan funds with FSA. The program is designed to assist farmers by providing direct and guaranteed loans when they are unable to obtain financing from commercial credit sources. 


For more information on farm loans and opportunities, call Ron Clark, Farm Loan Manager at 860-887-3604 ext. 105.











Windham County FSA


P.O. Box 399


Brooklyn,  CT  06234-0399











Calendar of Events


endar of Events:





The Agricultural Assistance Act of 2007 signed into law by President Bush in May provides approximately $3 billion in agricultural disaster aid for farmers and ranchers across the United States.  The Crop Disaster Program (CDP) covers losses from natural disasters that occurred in 2005, and 2006 crops, and for crops planted before Feb. 28, 2007. Producers can choose only one year to receive benefits.  Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or were signed up for the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss are eligible.  Other disaster programs which stemmed from the Agricultural Assistance Act include:  the Livestock Compensation Program (LCP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Dairy Disaster Assistance Program (DDAP), Emergency Conservation Program











(ECP), and the Emergency Forestry Conservation Reserve Program (EFCRP).  FSA will publish regulations detailing program provisions in future publications over the next few months.  Call the FSA office at 860-774-8397 ext. 1 for more information.  














P.O. Box 399,  Brooklyn, CT 06234 


PH:  860-774-8397 x 1  


FAX: 860-779-0148  





OFFICE STAFF:                                         Dawn S. Pindell, County Executive Director x 109 Diane C. Holowaty, Program Technician x 111 Sherry L. Roy, Program Technician x 110 


Ron Clark, Farm Loan Manager 


860-887-3604  x 105





COUNTY COMMITTEE:   


Kenneth BuellChairman Harold Bishop, Vice Chairman Betsy Molodich, Member


 








The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.D. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.





FSA Disaster Programs





Aug. 11 25th Annual Ekonk Community Fair 10:30am-2:30pm, 723 Ekonk Hill Road, Sterling, CT 


  


Aug. 10-12 NOFA 33rd Annual Summer Conference, Hampshire College, Amherst, MA  Call 978-355-2853 , www.nofamass.org





Aug. 19 NLCFB Farm Tour and Summer Picnic  Starts at 11AM,  Four Winds Farm and Paul Truby’s Farm in Lebanon, 


Call 860-642-7811 





Sept. 22 Celebrating Agriculture 9AM-3PM, Woodstock Fairgrounds, Rte. 169, Woodstock


Enjoy breakfast(9-11AM $4 Adults, $2 Children), a farm tour, hayrides, Ag. displays ,demos, games, animals, and entertainment. Free admission & parking.





If you participate in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and you experience a crop loss you must report that loss within 15 days of the date that the disaster occurred or that the crop damage is apparent.  Producers must contact the Farm Service Agency and file a CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment” form.  If you are enrolled in NAP for 2007 and have questions regarding this policy call the Windham County FSA office.





NAP Crop Loss Reminder








