
911Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / June 19

the Ministry of Construction for the GOJ and
by USTR for the USG.

(3) Deregulation in the medical devices/
pharmaceuticals sector will be addressed in
the existing MOSS medical devices/pharma-
ceuticals consultations, chaired by the Min-
istry of Health and Welfare for the GOJ and
by the Department of Commerce (DOC) for
the USG.

(4) Deregulation in the financial services sec-
tor will be addressed in the existing financial
services consultations, chaired by the Min-
istry of Finance (MOF) for the GOJ and by
the Department of the Treasury for the USG.

C. Deregulation and Competition Policy
Working Group

(1) The two governments will continue to ad-
dress developments in the deregulation proc-
ess within the Deregulation and Competition
Policy Working Group (the Working Group),
chaired by MOFA for the GOJ and by USTR
and the Department of Justice (DOJ) for the
USG.

(2) Cross-sectoral issues will be addressed
within the Working Group as follows:

—Structural issues such as competition
policy and distribution will be addressed
in a subgroup that will be established,
to be co-chaired by MOFA, MOF, Min-
istry of International Trade and Indus-
try, Ministry of Transportation, and the
Japan Fair Trade Commission for the
GOJ and by the Department of State
and DOJ for the USG.

—Issues related to transparency and other
government practices will be addressed
in the Working Group, which, for the
purposes of this dialogue will be chaired
by MOFA for the GOJ and by DOC for
the USG.

(3) Other issues on deregulation which are
not discussed in other expert-level groups
may also be taken up within the Working
Group.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Signing the Volunteer
Protection Act of 1997
June 19, 1997

I have signed into law S. 543, the ‘‘Volun-
teer Protection Act of 1997,’’ which will pro-
vide volunteers working for nonprofit and
governmental entities certain protections
from civil liability. Through citizen service,
Americans recognize that we are responsible
for one another and that we are members
of a true community. All levels of govern-
ment should encourage citizens to volunteer
for service. This bill is a small part of what
the Federal Government is doing to help our
citizens serve as volunteers.

This legislation is a limited and targeted
bill that deals with the specific concerns of
individuals serving our communities without
compensation. It preserves for the States, the
traditional source of tort law, not only the
ability to opt out of the bill’s provisions in
most cases, but also the right to require prop-
er licensing and evidence of financial respon-
sibility. It is important to note that none of
the bill’s limitations on liability will apply to
misconduct that constitutes a crime of vio-
lence, an act of international terrorism, or
a hate crime, or to misconduct that involves
intoxication, drug use, a sexual offense, or
the violation of any State or Federal civil
rights laws. The bill does not apply to actions
on behalf of any organization that engages
in hate crimes. Also, S. 543 does not interfere
with State law regarding the liability of volun-
teer organizations.

I remain concerned, however, that S. 543
contains both an absolute prohibition on joint
and several liability of volunteers for non-
economic damages and elements of one-way
preemption of State law. These are both
modifications of tort law that make it harder
for innocent injured parties to recover. I em-
phasize that my signing this specialized and
limited bill, which is designed to promote in-
dividual citizen service, in no way mitigates
the concern about these issues that I raised
in my veto message on the product liability
bill presented to me last year (H.R. 956,
104th Congress).

On balance, however, S. 543 will encour-
age volunteer citizen service without unduly
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affecting the rights of citizens who benefit
from such service. I am pleased to have
signed the bill.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 19, 1997.

NOTE: S. 543, approved June 19, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–19.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia in Denver
June 20, 1997

President Yeltsin. Thank you for your
hospitality, for the wonderful hotel and ac-
commodations.

Russian Support for the UN Resolution
on Iraq

Q. President Yeltsin, if we may, we under-
stand the United States and Britain are look-
ing for help on a resolution on Iraq with the
United Nations that’s being discussed. Is
Russia at least willing to promise not to veto
the resolution?

President Yeltsin. I’m prepared to block
my answer to your question. [Laughter]

Group of Eight and Russia
Q. Mr. President, will the United States

support expansion of the G–7 to a G–8 to
include Russia?

President Clinton. Well, Russia is fully
included. This is the first time we’ve ever
had a meeting where the Russians were here
from the beginning to the end. And we also
have another happy development today:
When we were in Helsinki I pledged to
President Yeltsin that I would do my best
to see Russia be admitted into the Paris Club
within the year, and Russia and the Paris
Club have just completed their negotiations,
which means that now Russia will be a part-
ner with the other members in trying to help
promote the global economic growth by re-
lieving the burden of the debt on developing
questions that—so what you see here is a
sweeping—Russia into the major decision-
making networks in the world in a way that
is very positive for the rest of us.

And I must say, since—in the last 5 years,
as Russian participation has steadily in-
creased here, we have seen the agenda of
this group broaden dramatically, and because
Russia is a partner, we can talk about, for
example, what we can do together to prevent
the inappropriate spread of nuclear mate-
rials, and we can work together on a whole
range of other options.

So I’m very positive about this and very
pleased with this summit and pleased with
the emergence of Russia as a leader in all
these world institutions. It’s a great tribute
I think to President Yeltsin’s leadership and
to the commitment of the Russian people to
democracy and reform.

Tobacco Agreement
Q. Mr. President, is there a tobacco settle-

ment? Are you happy with it?
President Clinton. I don’t believe it’s

been announced yet. I don’t know that a set-
tlement has been reached.

Q. But you’ve been briefed, sir?
President Clinton. Well, I’ve been gen-

erally briefed that they’re approaching a set-
tlement. But if a settlement, in fact, is an-
nounced today, then I’ll make a statement
about it. Until there is I don’t want to make
a statement.

Q. Would you intervene if there’s a prob-
lem over regulation? What is your feel-
ings——

President Clinton. Let’s wait and see if
they reach an agreement. If there is an agree-
ment, I’ll make a statement. I don’t know
that there is one.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered. When the
second group of reporters had gathered, a
question was asked and answered in Russian,
and no translation was provided.].

Group of Eight and Russia
President Clinton. Let me say that until

you asked that question, no one had ever sug-
gested to me that there would ever be a time
when Russia would not be a full partner in
this Group of Eight.

Let me just remind you that over the last
few years, as the participation of Russia in
this group has grown to this moment, when
for the first time we are here together from
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