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FORM ER M ARANA INM ATE INDICTED
FOR  FILING FALSE INCO M E TAX

RETURNS TO  TH E IRS TO TALING O VER
$600,000

TUCSO N, ARIZ O NA -- Th e United States Attorney's O ffice for th e District of Arizona

announced th at on Decem ber 17, 2003, a federal grand jury at Tucson, Arizona, returned a five count

indictm ent against DANIEL G. JO H NSON, 26, a form er inm ate at th e  Marana Com m unity Correctional

Treatm ent Facility, for pre senting five false incom e tax returns to th e Internal Revenue Service (IRS) w h ich

fraudulently sough t total refunds of $600,474.00 for JO H NSO N and tw o oth er inm ates at th e  Marana

facility. 

 Th e indictm ent ch arges JO H NSON w ith  violating Title 18 of th e United States Code, Section 287:

pre senting a false claim  to an agency of th e United States .  A conviction for Presentation of False Claim s

carrie s  a m axim um  penalty of five years, a $250,000.00 fine or both .

Th e indictm ent alleges th at on or about Novem ber 2000, JO H NSON w illingly and k now ingly

presented to th e IRS tw o allegedly fraudulent 19 9 9  U.S. Individual Incom e Tax Returns, Form s 1040A.

Both  returns are alleged to h ave  false w ages and w ith h oldings, one w ith  a false claim  of refund in th e
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am ount of $2,179 .00 and th e oth er of $2,129 .00.  JO H NSON allegedly k new  th e s e claim s w ere false,

fictitious, or fraudulent.  Th e indictm ent also alleges th at on or about April 2001, JO H NSON filed th ree

2000 U.S. Individual Incom e Tax Returns .  O n tw o of th e returns, form s 1040, JO H NSON allegedly

included claim s of large w ages, along w ith  a false W -2, gam bling w innings, w ith  false form s  W -2G and

large tax w ith h oldings . Th e s e returns w ere filed in th e nam es of JO H NSON and Stennitt W . Young, and

indicated th ey w ere entitled to refunds in th e am ounts of $207,686.00 and $378,9 88.00 re spectively, w h ereas

JO H NSON allegedly k new  th e s e  claim s  w e re also false, fictitious, or fraudulent.  Th e th ird 2000 U.S.

Individual Incom e Tax Return, Form  1040A, w as filed in th e nam e of Jam es S. W edde, and claim ed w ages,

along w ith  a false W -2, large w ith h oldings and a refund of $9 ,49 2.00, w h ereas JO H NSON again allegedly

k new  th e s e claim s w ere also false, fictitious, or fraudulent.  Both  Jam es S. W edde and Stennitt W . Young

w ere re s idents of M arana Com m unity Correctional Treatm ent Facility at th e tim e of th e events alleged in

th e indictm ent.

An indictm ent is  s im ply th e m eth od by w h ich  a person is  ch arged w ith  crim inal activity and rais e s

no inference of guilt.  An individual is presum ed innocent until com petent evidence is presented to a jury

th at e stablis h e s  guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

Th e investigation preceding th e indictm ent w as conducted by special agents of th e Crim inal

Investigation Unit of th e Internal Revenue Service.

Th e prosecution w as h andled by Daniel Roetzel, Assitant United States Attorney, District of Arizona,

Tucson, Arizona.
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