September 1, 2008

Docket Clerk, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Food Safety and Inspection Service

Room 2534 South Agriculture Building

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, DC  20250 

Re:
Docket ID: FSIS-2008-0022

Agency:  FSIS


Requirements for the Disposition of Cattle That Become Non- Ambulatory Disabled 
Following Ante-Mortem Inspection 
To Whom It May Concern:
I'm writing to you to express my total and complete support for Docket Number FSIS-2008-0022.  I request that these rules be implemented immediately, with severe repercussions for those who do not abide by them.  

I was absolutely devastated at how terribly the cows were treated at the Westland/Hallmark slaughterhouse.  As you are aware, these cows were kicked, beaten, dragged with chains, shocked with electric prods, sprayed in the face with hoses & rammed by forklifts in efforts to get them to their feet to pass USDA inspection.  This cruelty is horrendous and unacceptable, and as we all know, not out of the ordinary.   The cows in the undercover Humane Society video were given no more respect than a pile of dirt. 

Please note, until this bill is put in place, every second of every day there are sick & crippled non-ambulatory animals being tortured in efforts to get them to slaughter.  And, every second of every day, there is a risk that contaminated meat is making its way into the American food supply.  It has been scientifically proven that downers are more likely than healthy animals to carry mad-cow disease, E. coli, salmonella and other food-borne pathogens, hence the largest meat recall in U.S. history and the closing of the Hallmark plant.  That being said, how quickly can you implement the proposed rules on this docket?  
I, along with millions of other Americans have lived under an untrue assumption that cows & other animals raised for food are treated humanely.  Unfortunately, profit, not humane considerations, guides industry practice. Regulations mean little without strong enforcement and oversight. That being said, what plans are in place to enforce these new regulations should they be implemented?  What will the specific penalties be for those who do not comply?
The current USDA regulation allowing the agency's inspectors to make a determination on a case-by-case basis as to whether the animal can still proceed to slaughter if it becomes non-ambulatory after being inspected and approved for slaughter, is just reckless.  It is extremely disturbing to know as consumers that we have been eating meat from sick, crippled & injured animals.   

The animals we raise & kill for food deserve the very basics of life, & that is to be treated humanely, especially for all they give to us.  I believe that implementing this docket is a reasonable solution to this specific problem, but I have to ask why does this not include all animals raised for food? (i.e. pigs, chicken, goats)  I do not want to see Docket Number FSIS-2008-0022 delayed whatsoever, but I would request that all farm animals be given the same treatment.      
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Implementing this docket will bring desperately needed change for these poor animals.  And, as your proposal indicates, the benefits far exceed the costs.  Downers represent a tiny fraction of livestock brought to market.  Banning their slaughter would have a minimal economic impact, especially if measures were taken to reduce the incidence of downed animals in the first place. Meanwhile, the benefits to animal welfare and consumers would be substantial. 

I look forward to your reply.  Thank you so much for your time.  
Sincerely, 

Jessica Martin 

9708 Olde Milbrooke Way, Glen Allen, VA  23060   
