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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                            Contact: Incident Information Office

June 28, 2003                                                                                                                           605 574-3149

Enhanced Security for Independence Day Celebration

at Mount Rushmore National Memorial
Enhanced security measures will be put in place at Mount Rushmore National Memorial to ensure visitors have a safe and enjoyable visit during next week’s Independence Day Celebration.

Tens of thousands are expected to visit the “Shrine of Democracy” to celebrate the nation’s 227th birthday.  Local, state and federal agencies are working together to implement increased security measures for next week’s celebration.

The park will close at 12:01 a.m. on July third.  When it reopens at 7:00 a.m., enhanced security measures will be in place.  Visitors should plan to arrive early, expect delays, and be patient when approaching, entering, or leaving the Memorial. 

All vehicles will be screened prior to entering the Memorial parking facilities. Visitors will also have to pass through a magnetometer and have their bags and containers searched before entering the Memorial.

New this year is a change in parking outside the Memorial.  Parking on Highway 244 will be restricted to the downhill side of the road.  Carpooling is encouraged to reduce traffic delays.

More information on the Independence Day Celebration is available on the park web site at www.nps.gov/moru or by calling 605-574-2523.

Assisting staff from Mount Rushmore National Memorial with additional security, fire and emergency services for the celebration are National Park Service rangers from across the country and representatives of the South Dakota Highway Patrol, Pennington County Sheriff’s Department, the Rapid City Police Department, the United States Air Force, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the South Dakota Army National Guard, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and Peace Keepers Private Security Company.
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