U.S. EMBASSY AWARDS 13 GRANTS TO UKRAINIAN LIBRARIES TO OPEN INTERNET CENTERS

On January 31, 2006, the U.S. Embassy awarded grants to 13 Ukrainian public libraries to open free public Internet centers as part of the Library Electronic Access Project (LEAP).  The goal of this program is to support Ukrainian citizens’ access to information, a cornerstone of democracy.

Since 2001, the U.S. government has devoted more than $1.5 million to improving Ukrainian citizens' access to information by opening free Internet centers in public libraries.  Libraries receive grants of up to $15,000 for computer equipment, software, two years of Internet access and training.   Today’s grants bring the number of Internet centers opened in Ukraine under this project to 105.   

The 13 winning libraries are:  

1. Bar Rayon Library, Vinnytsia Oblast

2. Buchach Central Rayon Library, Ternopil Oblast

3. Central Library of Antratsyt City Library System, Luhansk Oblast

4. Cherkasy Central City Library

5. Chornobay Central Rayon Library, Cherkasy Oblast

6. Kerch Centralized Library System, Crimea

7. Khotyn Central Rayon Library, Chernivtsi Oblast

8. Luhansk Oblast Library

9. Lviv Central Library for Children

10. Melitopol Central City Library, Zaporizhzhia Oblast

11. Reshetylivka Rayon Library, Poltava Oblast

12. Slovyansk City Library, Donetsk Oblast

13. Yampil' Central Rayon Library, Sumy Oblast

