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USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUNDS MARIPOSA WASTEWATER FACILITY
$5.7 million in loans finance construction of new wastewater treatment project 
DAVIS, Calif., October 17, 2006 – USDA Rural Development State Director Ben Higgins and Rep. George Radanovich presented a ceremonial check for $5.7 million to the Mariposa County Board of Supervisors today for the construction of the new Don Pedro Wastewater Treatment Facility.  The funding came in the form of two loans through USDA Rural Development’s Water and Waste Disposal Loan program.  
The current wastewater treatment structure had exceeded its service life and has been operating out of compliance with the California Regional Water Quality Control Board.  The loans will allow for the construction of a new treatment facility as well as minor improvements on the existing collection system.  The new system will include headworks, extended aeration basin, clarifier, effluent storage pond, chlorination components and discharge facilities.    
“This project is an example of how Rural Development can help to develop, grow and improve the quality of life in rural communities,” said Higgins.  “From ensuring safety of wastewater facilities to supporting job creating businesses and a wide variety of things in between, Rural Development is here to help.”
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development has invested over $72 billion since the beginning of the Bush Administration to provide equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. As a result, over 1.2 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments. Further information on rural programs is available at one of California’s 25 local USDA Rural Development offices or by visiting http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ca.
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