Course Confirmation and Logistics 
Your registration for OUT8102 Education Program Evaluation has been confirmed for April 21-25, 2008 at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Alaska Islands & Ocean Visitor Center, in Homer Alaska.

Additional details are:

Course:  OUT8102, Education Program Evaluation

Start Date:  April 21, 2008 (Monday) 8:00 a.m.

End Date:  April 25th, 2008 (Friday) noon.
****Cancellation Policy:

All course applicants, including FWS personnel, who cancel their course registration within four weeks or less prior to the start of a course and do not have a substitution, are charged in full for tuition costs.
Cost:   There is no tuition charge for FWS personnel.   BLM and NPS - 4 prepaid tuition slots for each agency – call Georgia Jeppesen at 304-876-7388 or Susan De Stephanis at 304-876-7494.  The participant's office is responsible for all expenses related to travel, meals, and lodging.

For participants from other agencies and organizations there is a tuition charge of $850.00.  The participant's office is responsible for all expenses related to travel, meals, and lodging.
Attachments:
The pre-course surveys are due by April 11th.  See attached electronic file.

*******************************************************************************************
Course Location:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Alaska Islands & Ocean Visitor Center, in Homer, Alaska  www.islandsandocean.org  (Another great site is www.homeralaska.org/ ).
Transportation:
You should fly into Homer via Era Aviation or Grant Air. Your travel agent may try to tell you that you can't fly into Homer, but insist that you can. It will be easier for them to book through Era - they're an Alaska Air partner. So – you fly into Anchorage and then switch to Era to come to Homer, unless you want to make the 5-hour drive down from Anchorage. It’s gorgeous, but that time of year you never know what the weather will be like. The Era Aviation website has their schedule posted.  You should be able to check luggage all the way through. Carry-on luggage capability is minimal on Era (shoulder bag or laptop-sized only).  The Era gate is downstairs in the Anchorage airport, so ask for directions and/or look for the Era signs.
Local transportation is available from the airport through Kachecab (907) 235-1950) or Chux (907) 235-2489.  Adventure Alaska Rental Car can be reached at (907) 235-4022.  The airport is only a few miles from the Inn and Visitor Center.
Lodging:
A block of rooms is being held under "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service" at the Driftwood Inn (800) 478-8019 or www.thedriftwoodinn.com. The government rate is $79.00 (rooms range from $59.00 – $99.00.) Please make your reservation ASAP!  The hotel is approximately ¼ mile to the Visitor Center so you do not need a shuttle or taxi. (If you have a special need for transportation from the Inn to the Visitor Center, please let Georgia Jeppesen know so this can be arranged.)
The Refuge offers a very nice bunkhouse - although the bedrooms are shared with two beds in four rooms.  There are four beds reserved for us.  The bunkhouse has a full kitchen, bath, washing machines, etc., and is approximately ¼ mile to the Visitor Center.  If you are interested in staying at the bunkhouse, please call Lisa Matlock at (907) 226-4617 or Valerie Byrd at (907) 235-6961 to check for availability and to confirm your space. 
Meals and Breaks
Dinner and Breakfast - There are several restaurants near the hotel and Visitor Center to choose from for breakfast and dinner.  

Lunches: Lunch locations are close/within walking distance, so lunch will be off-site and on your own each day. 

Snacks: The Visitor Center will host coffee/tea each day. For snacks, each participant is asked to contribute $10.00 per person on the first day of class to pay for these expenses for the whole week.  Government funds cannot be used to pay for food or beverages. 
Weather and Dress:

Classroom dress is casual/comfortable.  The seminar room where we will be based is often described as “chilly”.  April can be “mud” season in Homer, and temperatures can vary. Please bring appropriate clothing for layering, water bottle, re-usable coffee cup and a pair of “mud” shoes/boots.  Rain gear is a must.  If you have medical or health issues that would prevent you from participating in classroom sessions and any outdoor exercises, please let us know in advance so we can try to provide you the opportunity to participate within your ability.  We will be inside and outside at various times, but the vast majority of instruction will take place inside. Check the forecast for the area just prior to your arrival.
Additional Items:  
The days are long in Homer, which makes for good birding opportunities. Don’t forget your binoculars and bird books!

The hosts and instructors are looking forward to seeing you and will do their best to insure that you have a productive and enjoyable learning experience.  If you have any other questions, or have accessibility needs, please call Georgia Jeppesen at (304) 876-7388.

