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Be CINCPAC K618417 NOTAL

Ae USS MADDOX (DD 731), WHILE OK PATROL IN GHE GULF ON TONKIN,

LAS AT?AbMEE AT 1538 GOLF OFR = AUGUST BY THREE NORTH IETNAMESE

g

6

17s

- Le 1AW REF B, FOLLOWING INFO 15 SQRMITTED FOR RESPONSE TO REF As

HOTOR TORaEDT BOATS. MALDOX BAS, AT THE TINE OF ATTACK, APPROXIMATELY

2ot contains informotion affecting the Notional Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U § C.,

This work =k

rravsmission or the revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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3% {IGES FROM THE NEAREST LANDe DURING THIS UNPROIKED ATTACK, THREE

- TORPEDOES WERE FIRED AT MADDOX. ALTHOUTH M0 OORPEDOES HIT MADDOX,

PAGE 2 RUHLHL 10i10—8—FE—C¢RET—

ONE MACHINE GGN BULLET WAS OBSERED HITTING THE SHIP. THES BULLET

WAS SUBSEQUENTLY REMOVED FROM THE AMMUNITION MAGAZINE IN WHICH IT

“'HAD LODGED AND WILL BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED UTATES AS EVIDANCE;
MADDO ZFIRED HER GUNES IN SELF DEFENSE AND WAS ABLE LO REPULSE THE

ATTACKERS. MADDOX PROBABLY SANK ONE PT IN THIS ENGAGEMENT. OHIS

ATTACK HAS BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE.

Be AFTER THIS ATTACK, MADDOX REFUELED AND RETURNED TO THE PATROL

0 1 THE GiJLF OF TONKIN IN COMPANY WITH USS TURNER JOQ (DD 951), AT

Ul

"

» ABOUT 2108 GCOLF ON & AUGUST, HEN MADDOX AND TURNER JOY WERE ON A
Ui

o

- SOUTHEASTERLY COURSE APPROXIMATELY 10 MILES FROM THE NORTH VIETNAMESE

CGAST;?T"HF?EE HIGH SPEED RADAR CONTACTS WERE DETECTED ABOUT 14 MILES

g of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U. 5. C.,
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- WERE DESPLAYED ON THE RADAR SCREENS OF BOTH SHIPS, INDICATED PROBABLE

il

1

HOSTILE INTENT BY SHANGING COURSE AND SPEED TO CLOSE THE RANGE AND

155
S)

<«
-} TARKE COURSE WHICH WOUDD PERMIT LAUNCHING TORPEDOES. MADDGX AND
0

TURNER JOY OQENED FIRE WHEN IT WAS EVIDENT FROM THE MANEUVERS OF

0
W rHE APPROAKHING CONTACTS THAT THEY WERE PRESSING IN FOR TORPEDO

LAUNCHING POSITIOF. ABCUT ONE MINUTE LATER MADDOX! HAVING HEARDD

CLASSIF

A TORPEDO RUNNING ON HER SONAR (HEARD BY CAPTAIN HERRICK, US NAVY,

QO XDESDUV 192, AND OTHERS IN THE CIC), IFORXED TURNER JOY THAT A
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TORQEDC HAD BEEN LAUNCHED AND WAS HEADED IN THE DIRECTION OF TURNER

1

CLASSIF]

JOYe LIEUTENANT JUNIOR GRADE JOHN JEROME WARRY 111, FILE NUMBER

- 66'848, US NAVY, ATTACHED TO TURNER JOY AND SERVING AS THE FORWARD

.

TFHED

<

» GUN DIRECTOR OFFICER, SIGHTED A TORPEDO COMING FROM THE DIRECTION

>

]
[

LA

1

e

OF THE RADAR CONTACTS WHICH HAD AMBUSHED THE U.S+ SHIPSe. TURNER

P
PRI B |

This

JOY TURNEL TO AVAOUD THE TORQEDO AND Lé o-ka6, LARRY O'LITTON,

-

work sheet contains informetion affecting the Notional Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U. S. C,,

793,
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iransmission or the revelation of which in any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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< SIGNALMAN SECOND CLASS, US NAVY GARY De CARROL,
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E REGARDING THE SEARCHLUGHT SIGHTING KARE RECHARD M;“\"*.BACXIZON,

| SEAMAN, US NAVY, WHO WAS WITH LTJG WARRY IN THE GUN

| SEAMAN APPRENTICE, US NAVY,
. WHO WAS SHIP'S LOOKOUT FORSTHE PORT SIDE, SIGHTED THE TORPEDO

. PASSING PARALLEL TO TURNER JOY AT DISTANCE OF 320 FEETs THE
L TORPEDO PASSED ALONG TURNER JOY FROM AFT TO FORWARD ON THE BEARING

FROM WHICH MADDOX HAD REPORTED THE TORPEDO WAS APPROACHINGe DURING

OTHE ATTACK A SEARCHLIGHT WAS BOSERVED BY ALL SIGNAL BRIDGE AND
b \\
—~MANEUERING BRIDGE PERSONNEL INCLUJINGSTHE COMMANDUNG OFFICER OF

< TURNER JOYe THE BEAM OF THE SEARKHLUGHT DID MNOT TOUCH THE SHIP,

BUT WAS SEEN TO SWUNG IN AN ARC TOWARD TURNER JOY AND WAS IMVEDIATELY

EXTINGUISHED WHEN AIRKRAFT FROM THE COMBAT AXR PATROL ORBITING

ABOCE THE SHIPS APPROAKHED. TURNER JOY P:-:Rsowr;fs;. NAK]E\\NG STATEMENTS

SIGNALMAN

g of the Espionage Laws, Title 18, U. S. C.,
zed person is prohibited by law
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THIRD CLALE, US NAVYe Thi ATTACKInG TORILLO BUARS LERE ACTUALLY

U BUT CN THE BASIS OF THEIR OBSERVATIONS EACH ON INDEPENDENTLY DREW

_ A

THIS

U AN ACCURATE SKETKH OF A MOTOR TORPEDO BOAT SIMILAR 00 THOSE

" KNOWN TO BE OPERATIONAL IN THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NAY. MOREDVER,

1S
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— THE SKETKHES WERE SIMILAR TO THE TORPEDO BOAEJ WHICH HAD ATTACKED
.
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- SAEN AMD DWSCRIBED BY THE FOLLOWING TURNER JOY PERSONNEL: DONALD
« Vs SHSRKEY, BOATSWANS MATE THIRD CLASS, US NAVY; KENNETH v
Ee GARRISON, "SEAMAN, US NAVQs DELNER JONES, £ @
— =@
- o5
— SEAMAN APPRENTICE, US NAVY; AND ARTHUR B. ANDERSON, 5
n F:@
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FIRECONTROLMAN SEAMAN APPRENTICE, US NAVYe THESE PERSONNEL SIGHTED 24
2L
O THE TORPEDO BOATS WHEN THE COVBAT AIR CONTROL AIRCRAFT OERHEAD 23
j =i o] —i
- = o Z
- 52 .S
I 8¢ ¢
AN :,0-, g ' T
< DROGPED FLARESe NONE OF THESE PERSONNEL HAD SEEN A MOTOR TORQEDO 3y 2
: " e
0 BOAT BEFORE (TURNER JOY MOT HAVING BEEN IN THE 2 AUGUST ACTION), 2 @5
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THE MAPROX IN DAYLIGHT ON & AUGUST. COMMANDER G.Ho EDHONDSON,




eh RAVY  GLNDARDLIG UGFFOCRE UE RJTALL SwUALKUE Do, ARD LLS WLKGhAL

;jWERE FLYIRNG COMBAT AIR PATROL IN THE ICINITY OF MADDOX AND

L

«» TURNER JOY AT THE TUME OF THE TORPEDOSSTTACK. BOTH OFFICERS WERE
Ul

<

-E)JFLYING AE ALTITUDES RANGING BETWEEN 700 AND 1562 FEET WHEN THEY

SIGHTED GKN FLASHES ON THE SURFACE OF THE WATER AS WELL AS LUGHT

ANTI-AIRCRAFT BURSTS AT THEIR APPROXIMATE ALTITUDEs ON ONE PASS
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OVER THE US DESTROYERS, BOTH PILOTS POSITIVELY SIGHTED A "SNAKEY~

-
&)

WAKE ORE AND ONE-HALF MILES AHEAD OF THE LEAD DESTROYER, USS

0

f
—~ MADDOXe THE WEATHER WAS OVERKAST WUTH LIMITED VISIBILITY HOWEVERN
g ” e (b)Y (6)

SURFACE VISIBUDITY WAS SUFFICIENT“EQRMSERGEKNTMHATTHEw Be AL;ASNE,

CLASS

 USHC, AND LANCE CORPORAL DAVID Ae PROUTY, [, USMCI

WHO WERE MANNING MACHINE GUNS ON MADDOX, TO SIGHT LIGHTS PASS UP

ASSIFIED

—:‘TYE.PORT SINE OF THE SHIP, GO OUT AHEAD, ARD THEN PASS DOWN THE

{

o

STARB&A?R'B SIpEe BOTH BELIEERP THE LIGHTS TO BE FROM OKE OR MORE

gMALL DOATS GOUNG AT HIGH SPEEL.
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s FOREGOUNG NARRATIVE DIRIVED FROM CQERATIOKAL SUMMARILS AND A

{1}
'J SIRUES OF STATEMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN FORWARDED TO CINCPACFLT BT

i

0
< MESSAGE AND ARE BEING FORWARDED SEPARATELY TO CINCPAC AND JCS.

9

POUNTS INCLUDED IN THIS NARRATUVE ARE SUBSTANTIATED IN GREATER

JDETAIL IN THESE STATEMENTS.

CLASSIFIED

S« APART FROM THE ONE INSTANCE OF MACHIPE GUN BULLET STRIKING THE

USS MADDOX DURING THE ACTUON ON 2 AUGUST, THERE WAS NO DAMAGE

INFLICTED ON ANY Us Se UNIT DURING EITHER ACTION,

CLASSIFIED

4o QHOTOGRAPHY OBTAINEDIFROM ON BOARD USS MADDOX DURING THE 2

1]

AUGUST ACTION WILL 3 1942-4DED SEPARATELY BY MOST EPEDITUOUS

ASSIFIED

G‘nzms. SO FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED, THEJE WAS NO PHOTOGRAPHYR
BTAINED DURING THE NIGHT ACTION ON 4 AUGUST. '
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