Graphicast project.

Overview:

Central Region established a Graphics Tiger Team (GTT) to design an implementation plan for standardizing graphical forecast products that serves the public’s need for weather information and is consistent on all CR WFO web pages. 

FX-Collaborate software was selected to generate the graphics for the Graphical Forecast project. The FX-Collaborate software has been added to the AWIPS LAD. This permits placement of the software on all AWIPS workstations. The software consists of both server and client components, both of which will be installed on a NFS mounted drive, allowing use of FX-Collaborate on all workstations. The graphics generated by the software will be pushed to the local LDAD system and then rsync'd to the Central Region Web Farm in the same manner as the grids and AHPS files. Connections across the AWIPS WAN to another site using FX-Collaborate are NOT PERMITTED. 

The Central Region Web team will develop standard web presentations for the Graphical Forecast product and CRH Services Division will provide policy concerning information content. 

The Graphicast implementation team is responsible for developing instructions and site installation support. A full description of FX-Collaborate can be found on the Global Systems Division web site at http://fxc.noaa.gov
Installation:

Installation of FX-Collaborate will require up to 45 minutes if localization is needed, or around 

5 minutes if not needed. Note, in these directions, <SID> , <Primary SB SID>, and <Second SB SID> are the uppercase representations of your AWIPS site ID, and those of the sites you back up.
Step 1. Download the following file locate in the FXC directory on the Central Region intranet server (http://intra.crh.noaa.gov/metdat/FXC/)
fxcinstall.tar.bz2 

Step 2.  Log in to the na1 as fxa. You must log into the actual desktop as fxa, not just open a terminal window as fxa. In addition, the user fxa must have write permission to /data/local and /data/local/localapps (if it exists).
Step 3. Once logged in as fxa, select the “Hat” menu, then “System Tools”, then “Terminal”
Step 4.  Copy fxcinstall.tar.bz2 to /data/local.

Step 5. In the terminal window:

> cd /data/local
> bunzip2 fxcinstall.tar.bz2
> tar –xvf fxcinstall.tar

> cd fxcinstall

> ./fxcinstall.py
Step 7.  Provide feedback to the installer script.

You will be prompted for you primary and service backup site IDs. You will then be prompted to localize the workstation (optional, but recommended). Next, you will need to scroll through and accept the Sun Java license using the space bar several times before answering . The final output from the script will indicate a couple of extra steps for activating FXC via the appLauncher.

Here is example output of the script as ran at ARX, with manual entries in red.
na1-arx{fxa}110: ./fxcinstall.py
User CORRECT: fxa

System PASSED: na1

This script will perform the following actions:

    * Remove and recreate the /data/local/localapps/HWO directory

    * Run a full localization for your site and your backup sites (optional)

    * Install FX-Collaborate for your site and your backup sites

    * Clean up and exit

Continue (y/n)? y

Continuing...

Please enter your local three letter AWIPS site ID (or 'EXIT' to stop install): ARX
You have entered ARX as your primary Site ID. Correct (y/n)? y
Please enter the three letter AWIPS site ID

of the site for which you're primary backup (or 'EXIT' to stop install): DVN
You have entered DVN as the primary Service Backup Site ID. Correct (y/n)? y
Please enter the three letter AWIPS site ID

of the site for which you're secondary backup (or 'EXIT' to stop install): MPX
You have entered MPX as the secondary Service Backup Site ID. Correct (y/n)? y
You have entered the following site IDs:

    * Primary: ARX

    * Primary Service Backup: DVN

    * Secondary Service Backup: MPX

Continue (y/n)? y
Continuing...

The FX-Collaborate install is highly dependent on having a good AWIPS full localization

for both your LOCAL and BACKUP sites. It is suggested that you choose to relocalize

unless you are SURE you've done it recently. It will take about 30 minutes.

Localize workstation (y/n)? n (but should be y if you are not sure you have a good full localization for all three sites on your na1)
Note: when choosing to localize, it is normal to see output like

“write error onstdout: Broken pipe”
User chose not localize workstation.

FX-Collaborate will be installed in /data/local/localapps/HWO/<SID> for each site.

This script will remove any current FXC installations under /data/local/localapps/HWO

and reinstall.

Continue (y/n)? y
Beginning installation...

             Sun Microsystems, Inc.

          Binary Code License Agreement

                  for the

JAVATM 2 RUNTIME ENVIRONMENT (J2RE), STANDARD EDITION,

              VERSION 1.4.2_X

SUN MICROSYSTEMS, INC. ("SUN") IS WILLING TO LICENSE THE

SOFTWARE IDENTIFIED BELOW TO YOU ONLY UPON THE CONDITION

THAT YOU ACCEPT ALL OF THE TERMS CONTAINED IN THIS BINARY

CODE LICENSE AGREEMENT AND SUPPLEMENTAL LICENSE TERMS…
.

.

.

Note: at this point…you will have to hit the space bar several times to get to the bottom of the Sun license and accept the agreement.

.

.

.

…and conditions of any third party

opensource/freeware license identified in the

THIRDPARTYLICENSEREADME.txt file, the disclaimer of

warranty and limitation of liability provisions in

paragraphs 5 and 6 of the Binary Code License Agreement

shall apply to all Software in this distribution.

For inquiries please contact: Sun Microsystems, Inc., 4150

Network Circle, Santa Clara, California 95054, U.S.A.

(LFI#129530/Form ID#011801)

Do you agree to the above license terms? [yes or no]

yes
.

.

.

.

Many lines of FXC install output clipped. Note: all questions past this point are answered automatically.
.
.

.
Continue with system management [y/n]: Installation complete...

Creating AWIPS Menu...

Cleaning up...

fxcinstall.py completed successfully

FX-Collaborate has been installed.
Note: A fxc.conf file is configured and written to /awips/fxa/data/appLauncher. Do not copy the one in

/data/local/fxcinstall, as it is only a template.
If you would like FXC to appear on the appLauncher menu, edit

/awips/fxa/data/appLauncher/appLauncher.conf and add the following line where you'd like the FXC menu to appear. (This will also need to be done after any build that updates appLauncher.conf.)
include $FXA_HOME/data/appLauncher/fxc.conf

Copy appLauncher.conf and fxc.conf from the /awips/fxa/data/appLauncher on the install workstation to the same directory on the other workstations.  
Step 6. In AWIPS:

Log out and back into the desktop. Verify that you can start FXC from the appLauncher menu. When FXC starts for the first time, it may ask you for a username. Simply enter your office ID (Like “KARX”). Then, verify that you can display data and annotate the graphics. 

