Key Dates

February – 15th 2007
Geo-database template development – Allison, Joe, & Katy

May 1st to 3rd 2007
Steering Committee – Boise


Coaches’ List has to be finalized.


Exercise 7 needs to be completed at this time

June 1st 2007
Drop Dead Date for Geo-database updates – mail to Sue Peterson using the accepted & agreed to format

Oct 15th to 19th 2007
Faculty Meeting – Tucson

Tutorial to be completed & reviewed by faculty – David is included in this.

November 1st 2007
Nominations are due

November 15th 2007
Pre-work to go out




Questionnaire to go out with skill levels

December 15th 2007
Pre-work is due to Sue

Feb 19th to 29th 2008
Class Dates –Tucson

Brian: is planning to make a request to the USFS GIS section to generate the Geo-database for the Oregon project.

Allison: to develop an empty Geo-database template (assisted by Joe & Katy) that will utilize nationally available data. However, local project information will also be allowed to come in. In other words, the local value added data can be brought.

Gary: the NC project will have to be during the height of our PB season and fire season & we will do the best we can do to meet the drop-dead date.

Russ: reduce the amount of time for the students to build the dbase.  Make it somewhat easy for the students. Let them think of the relevant information. Let them think on the analysis of the data, not a GIS course.

Sue: need to give the students a DVD of this national database information.

Brian: need to post to lessons learned web site.

Joe: database needs to be 1:100 & 1:250 with removal of the 1:24 scales.

Brian: talk about Vegetation not Fuels.

Three major tasks in creating a FDR Operating Plan:

1. Getting data

2. Delineating FDR

3. Cleaning weather data

Allison:  a write-up / tech tips on creating polygons

 / dissolve/ eliminate.

Brian:  perform some interim GIS products where the 

analysis or steps are done for them & the students can

refer to the tech tip to see how it is done.

Joe: make sure the Projects will work in 9.2 


Brian: need to develop interim layer / Data for GAP data.

Russ:

What up dates come to mind that we need to revise?


Fire activity up to 2006


Fire history & Large fires


Weather up to 2006


Photo points


Check on the prism data

All: online training for GIS put in the pre-work / course 

The course may go to 9.2 / students need to take 

online classes for pre-course tutorial work required

by the students. This is not to be online, but like 

FF+ tutorial. Sue will be the lead on this.

Decision today we will stay with 9.1 for now.

4) Naming conventions – themes / layers / layer type

1. Study Area - 
local value added (LVA)

2. Transportation & Utilities

a. Major Hwy. - national

b. Hwy. & secondary rds by each county 


national

c. Rail, Powerlines by each county 



national

4. Features

a. Lakes & Reservoirs

b. Major River & Streams

c. Cities &Towns

5. Fire Management

a. FDRA






local

b. Adjusted FDRA Boundaries



local

c. Preplanned response blocks by county


local

d. Predictive Service Areas






e. Direct Protection Responsibility



LVA

f. NWS FWX Forecast Zones –west of MS


LVA

g. NWS CWA – east of MS




LVA

h. Wildland Urban Interface -from the U of Wisconsin (Silvis)
national

6. Fire History redo how we display fires & compatible w/ coaches guide

a. all fires only this shape file

b. all fires by size class only this shape file & then all others get generated but in the id of the NC project  place the range of the class fire & its acres

c. Arson






LVA

d. Campfire





LVA

e. Children






LVA

f. Debris burn





LVA

g. Equipment





LVA

h. Lightning





LVA

i. Miscellaneous





LVA

j. Railroad






LVA

k. Smoking





LVA

l. Large Fire Perimeters




LVA

7. Administration

a. State Boundaries





national

b. county boundaries




national

c. ownership





national for feds

there would a layer  NC ownership 



LAV


       d.    wilderness





national

8. Weather & Climate

a. Project weather stations

b. Fire weather stations

c. Mean annual temp – climate source

d. Mean annual RH – climate

e. Average annual precip

f. Growing season precip

g. Koeppen climate zones

h. Thornthwaite precip efficiency index

9. Vegetation

a. Fire Regime – move to veg from Fire Management Theme

national

b. Fire Regime Condition class – move to veg from FM Theme

national

c. GAP – need to acquire metadata for each state since some 

local

done different

d. Baileys







national

e. Potential Natural vegetation 




value added

f. Study Area Photo Points





local

g. Omerick eco regions





national

Need to define how the veg data is attributed instead of 40 descriptions. That is, use basic classes: grass, brush, timber, open, 

CC 2000

Forest Cover type on the national atlas

Landcover diversity

Soil Conservation Service

10. Base Maps

a. Quad 1:250 index

b. Quad 1:250 (St

c. Relief map B&W

d. Relief Map Color

e. Hillshade

f. Digital elevation

Note: theses themes & layers are on Russ’s spreadsheet.

Note: Have Tim Brown adjust his climate lesson more focused on the fire danger aspect versus just the meteorology.  How do the fire managers relate to this climate information. As a developer what do we need to beef up to support class exercises.

Note: Local layers are the ones that are have to have, while value added is a nice to do.

Russ: there are 30 national layers in the CA Project.

Katy & Allison can bring the quad data.

Note: we need a MN Project contact or we need to dump it. Possible Doug Menke will be the POC.

5. What new layers do we need to add to make them, Projects better?

i.e. the prism data growing season precip / fire season precip / thorn wt. Values back to climate class / so what weather things that we need to see.

Mean Annual Temp /Mean temp by month /annual mean rh / Precip annual & by month/ MAX temp / min RH

NVDI – how do we incorporate into the projects:


Brian – NVDI can serve as a check to match your fire season 

Are we still doing the lab? Yes Worked on the CA data & then their own but did not have time to complete.  Need to work their Project area in the lab.  Work w/ Bobbie each developer to make sure we have the pictures for each area to show the seasonality of the vegetation match the fire season. So we need to work w/ Bobbie or Matt. Russ to follow-up on with MSLA and the school has the finished school. So the developers have to discussions to make sure we have what we need.  In partnership (Bobbie, Matt, & NC, NY, MN, OR) each Project needs to generate the appropriate layers.

6. in the coaches guide / handbook – there were speed bumps. But only in MN . Sue will try to place it in a geodbase before we go anywhere with the MN. Joe’s NY has not been tested but Katie, Joe, & Allison are building the dbase right. Test MN 1st, & then NY.  Sue – all have to be tested between June & September against the guide so being 1st is irrelevant w/ exception of MN. 

7. Comments on lesson plans

a. weather data quality control –  Dave Christains’s lesson plan / not only find bad data but how to fix it. Take the s-491 stuff and make it more of a review

b. lesson on the Operating Plan – tune it to better fit naming conventions

c. Marty’s lesson on building FDRA – he brings it together / try to go back & review some of the history & talk about the impt of the FDRA ’s / take ten minutes & talk about history / would be s good building block going into the FDRA / why are we doing this / Can bring out other processors used = Shroeder’s work, isopleths, etc.,

d. Tim brown’s lab on evaluating fire station networks did  not go over well needs rethought & retooling. Coaches did not have the information on what the students were going to do & therefore could not assist in the lab.  

e. Tech tips need to be in the binders & the exercise for the lab has to sit in the tech tips/ also Bobbie had info that needed to get into the tech tips / Linnea will follow-up with Bobbie = a lot of her stuff is already written up.

f. Gary Curcio’s lesson plan “Managing your network” needs to change or allowed to go.  It needs to address generic  FDRA Operating plan for a piece of ground somewhere & what we need to think about when making a plan. It  needs to put it in a form of a generic process  / what are some of the challenges as it relates in getting the bits and pieces i.e weather data / what were the issues. What if you do not have fire data, etc. Gary will send a recommendation to Joe Kennedy for the steering committee review.

Note: need to have the groups to provide an evaluation of their coaches.

Note: daily evaluations need to be turned in

Note: favorites folder needs to be established

Note: needs to be the 1st day & before the 1st exercise & the unit leader needs to get up w/ John Deeming.

NC Project To Do List


Fire Reports


cause code


large fires get w/ USFS & Districts 10, 2, etc.,


Update data set to 2006


Update all Fires GIS layer & delete others 


Weather data


What about WRCC Fire Assessment weather data


Is the Prism data where it needs to be as to assist in the analysis?


Vegetation data


Land Fire Data sets we helped on this.


Ice storm events


Bug events as far as large areas > FD rating


i. get w/ pest control for maps


     








Review the write-up for updating 


Photopoints (is this replaced by google earth)


This needs to be checked as to which way to go.


raws


vegetation


topography


bug kill & storm events check w/pest control


mtn ranges


orthophotos to fine a scale


Meta-data for all themes & Layers


GIS tools that students need to know about


Analysis Tools


Clip


Dissolve


Identity


Buffer


Value added material in the binder


Terrain / jurisdictions / each agency separate / how they relate to fire issues / unique features – mountain ranges, thermal belt, resource values / what is the most important layer to look at for dispatch response, who has jurisdictional responsibility / 


9. 	Be available for the GIS exercises & labs/ more coach interaction and review with the students – feedback time each day when applicable / use the coaches checklist /need to know who the coaches are going to be.


for Joe the mishaps in state data / xwalks


David on changes in the Geo-database Sue doesn’t have


David & I need to review the exercises for the value added write-up is covered.


Need to get other agencies outside datasets USFS/ USFWS/ NPS /











