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CANTON USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
NOW SERVICING CLINTON AND FRANKLIN COUNTIES 

SYRACUSE, N.Y., January 9, 2008 – Clinton and Franklin County residents, businesses, nonprofit groups and municipal governments interested in U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development programs should contact the Canton office at (315) 386-2401. 


Clinton and Franklin counties became part of the Canton service area on Dec. 1. The move was made as part of a new business plan adopted by USDA Rural Development last summer. The plan streamlines Rural Development operations in New York and reduces the number of local offices from 14 to 10. 

USDA Rural Development administers more than 20 different community, housing and business programs to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life in rural areas. Programs include:

· Direct and guaranteed home loans. For low-to-moderate income families and individuals, the loans require no down payment, no private mortgage insurance and offer generous terms. 

· Business and Industry guaranteed loans. Available for acquisitions, start-ups and business expansions in rural areas. Loans are provided by private lenders and guaranteed by Rural Development.
· Community programs. Helps rural communities build water and wastewater infrastructure and provide essential community services. 

· Multi-Family Housing loans. Provides direct and guaranteed loans to developers of rural rental property. 

In fiscal year 2007, USDA Rural Development invested more than $230 million in New York, raising its total investment in the state to more than $1.4 billion since 2001. Contact the Canton office at (315) 386-2401, ext. 4 for more information or visit USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ny. 

#
Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

To file a complaint of discrimination write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Washington, DC 20250-9410

 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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