Niswonger Foundation, Rural Development partner to improve schools 

November 12, 2008 - GREENEVILLE, Tenn.— Forward Air Corporation Chairman Emeritus Scott Niswonger and Rural Development State Director Mary Ruth Tackett joined the directors of schools for Greene, Hawkins, Unicoi and Johnson Counties today to celebrate the private-public partnership providing $1,098,934 to increase educational opportunities through distance learning for students and teachers in northeast Tennessee.  Greene County Board of Education hosted the event at its administrative offices.
Tackett praised Rural Development telecommunication program field representative Terry Kokinda for working with schools, healthcare providers and the private sector to make Tennessee one of the top recipients of Rural Development DLT grants in the nation this year.  "Thanks to the hard work of Terry Kokinda and business and education leaders like Scott Niswonger and his foundation, more than $1 million is being invested in the future of northeast Tennessee students and their communities," said Tackett.
Greene County Board of Education has been awarded a federal grant of $499,100 and an additional $150,000 grant from the Niswonger Foundation.  The investment will be used to connect students and teachers at seven schools to educational content providers at East Tennessee State University, Tusculum College, Walters State Community College and Greeneville High School.  Expanded course offerings, dual-enrollment courses, vocational education, skills training and improved access for home-bound students will be some of the first benefits starting in fall 2009.  All four Greene County high schools along with Hawkins County's Clinch School and Cherokee High School will be connected to this network.

Unicoi School District has also been awarded a federal grant of $299,834 and an additional $150,000 grant from the Niswonger Foundation.  This investment will enable Unicoi County School District to establish and host a distance learning system for middle and elementary schools in Unicoi and Johnson counties. Planned educational services include global learning opportunities from experts and cultural institutions around the world, team teaching and expanded professional development opportunities for teachers and administrators.
School Directors participating in the event included Dr. Joe Parkins for Greene County Schools, Charlotte Britton for Hawkins County Schools, Denise Brown for Unicoi County Schools and Morris Woodring for Johnson County Schools.
Others at the celebration included Niswonger Foundation Executive Director Oliver "Buzz" Thomas, Sen. Lamar Alexander's Representative Lana Moore, Sen. Bob Corker's Representative Bridget Baird, Congressman-elect Phil Roe's Representative Bill Snodgrass, State Representative David Hawk, and Rural Development Area Director Charles Brooks.
The USDA Rural Development distance learning and telemedicine (DLT) grant program increases the range of educational opportunities available to students and teachers, improves access to quality healthcare and opens up new economic opportunities for families, individuals and businesses in rural America.  For more information on Rural Development telecommunications programs contact Terry Kokinda at (615) 826-2384 or Terry.Kokinda@wdc.usda.gov.
Committed to the future of rural communities in Tennessee, USDA Rural Development invests financial and technical assistance through housing, community and business development programs.  In Fiscal Year 2008 Rural Development assisted more than 663,000 Tennessee families and businesses with more than $435 million in financial assistance through loans, loan guarantees and grants. 

For more information on business development, homeownership, or community infrastructure programs available in northeast Tennessee, contact the Rural Development Area Office in Greeneville at 423-638-4771 ext. 4, toll free at 800-342-3149 ext. 1490 or visit us online at  HYPERLINK "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tn" \o "http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/tn" \t "_BLANK㵰
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