

CONTENTS



CHAPTER 6.  CERTIFICATIONS



PARAGRAPH	PAGE



6.01  General 	6-1



6.02  Certification Required for Payment 	6-1



6.03  Forms Used for Verification and Certification 	6-1



6.04  [BDN] Issuance of Certifications 	6-[2]



6.05  Processing Monthly Certifications--General 	6-[4]



6.06  Processing Monthly Certifications--IHL Training 	6-[5]



6.07  [Reserved for Future Use] 	6-6



6.08  Processing Certifications for Correspondence, Flight, and 

         On-The-Job/Apprenticeship Training 	6-[6]



6.09  Delinquent Certification Processing 	6-[6]



6.10  Delinquent COD [  ] Processing 	6-[6]



6.11  [Reserved for Future Use] 	6-[6]





�CHAPTER 6.  CERTIFICATIONS



6.01  GENERAL



	This chapter explains the procedures for processing chapter 30 certifications of attendance.  (See pt. III, ch. 8 for certification procedures common to all programs.)  Although the procedures discussed here are for use at the [RPOs (Regional Processing Offices), personnel at all ROs (Regional Offices)] should be familiar with this chapter.  Knowledge of certification processing will enable RO personnel to better handle chapter 30 inquiries.



6.02  CERTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR PAYMENT 



	In the chapter 30 program, VA will not pay for a month of training without a monthly verification of enrollment.  This requirement applies to students enrolled in IHLs (institutions of higher learning) as well as to students in other types of training.  Under other VA education programs, the monthly certification requirement does not apply to most IHL students.



NOTE:  Under chapter 30, a monthly verification form is not issued for the period covered by an advance payment (see par. 6.03(b)) nor for any enrollment paid by a lump sum.



6.03  FORMS USED FOR VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION



	a.  IHL [and Non-College Degree Training



	(1)  Before 2000, chapter 30 claimants enrolled in a program which leads to either a standard college degree (IHL program) or to a NCD (Non-College Degree) program, had to complete and return VA Form 22-8979, Student Verification of Enrollment, to certify their enrollment.  Upon receipt of the form, the student completed each item to certify the enrollment for the period shown, and entered his or her signature and the date at the bottom of the form.  School officials are not required to review or sign this form.  See part III, paragraphs 8.03 and 8.03A for procedures governing use of this form.



	(2)  Beginning in 2000, VA gave chapter 30 claimants the following additional ways to verify school enrollment:



	(a)  WAVE (Web Automated Verification of Enrollment).  WAVE is an internet application.  (This application is available from the Education Service Homepage at "www.gibill.va.gov".)



	(b)  Toll-Free Telephone.  This system uses IVR (Interactive Voice Response technology.  The telephone number is 1-(877) 823-2378.]



	b.  [Advance Payment.  The appropriate school official uses VA Form 22-1999V, Certification of Delivery of Advance Payment and Enrollment, to certify delivery of an advance payment check.  The school uses this form, referred to as a COD (Certificate of Delivery), in the same manner as in other VA education programs.  (See pt. IV, ch. 10 for procedures governing the use of this form.)]

�

	c.  [Correspondence Training.  At the end of each quarter (March, June, September, and December), [the Chapter 30 PC (Personal Computer) system generates VA Form 22�6553b�1, Certification of Lessons Completed.  The student and the school complete this form and submit it to VA.  See chapter 4, subchapter IV for information on the PC payment system.  (Also, see pt. III, par. 8.04)]  



	d.  [Flight Training.  Each month the student and the school complete VA Form 22-6553c, Monthly Certification of Flight Training, for submission to VA.  Flight schools maintain a  supply of these forms.  They are processed] in the same manner as under other education programs (see pt. III, par. 8.05).]



	e.  [On-the-Job and Apprenticeship Training.  Each month the student and the training establishment complete VA Form 22-6553d-1, Monthly Certification of On�the�Job and Apprenticeship Training, for submission to VA.  The Chapter 30 PC system issues these forms.  For information on the PC system, see chapter 4, subchapter IV.  These forms are processed in the same manner as under other education programs (see pt. III, par. 8.06).]



6.04  [BDN] ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATIONS



	[The following discussion applies only to chapter 30 IHL and NCD cases.  Unlike the chapter 32, and the 35 systems, there are no recurring payment cycles or benefit payment runs in the chapter 30 system.  Because of this, the DLP (Date of Last Payment) shown on the BDN (Benefits Delivery Network)] screens in chapter 30 cases will not be later than the DLC (Date of Last Certification), unless an advance payment award was processed.



	a.  When an original or reentrance award is authorized, the timing of the release of the first certification will depend on the following:  DLC; whether FFP (Full-File Pass) has processed for that calendar month; and when the award is processed.  (See pt. II, ch. 1 regarding the chapter 30 schedule of operations.)



	(1)  If DLC is earlier than the month in which an original or reentrance award is processed, a certification will be issued at the end of the processing day.



	(2)  If DLC is in the same calendar month in which the original or reentrance award is processed:



	(a)  A certification will be issued during FFP for that month, if the award is processed on or before FFP of that calendar month; or



	(b)  A certification will be issued during daily processing for that day, if the award is processed after FFP for that calendar month.



	b.  The DLC will be the beginning date of the original or reentrance award unless a certification is processed in conjunction with the award.  However, there are two considerations as follows:



	(1)  If there is an uncertified period for a previous award involving IHL training, DLC will be an earlier date.



	(a)  [BDN] will not allow entry of a reentrance award if there is an uncertified period for an award involving NCD training.



	(b)  [BDN] will allow entry of a reentrance award if there is an uncertified period for an award involving IHL training.  If the last IHL enrollment is uncertified and the following conditions exist, obtain the appropriate verification before processing a reentrance award.



	1  More than 30 days have passed since the ending date of the last enrollment.  (Thirty days is a reasonable amount of time for the claimant to complete and return VA Form 22-8979); or



	2  The new enrollment is for NCD training.



	(2)  The DLC shown on the chapter 30 [BDN] screens will be the NONE date of the previous award, not the beginning date of the reentrance award.  However, once a certification is processed, DLC will be advanced.



	c.  The chart below illustrates when a certification will be issued for examples of original and reentrance awards:



	[  Date                  Effective                      When

	 Award       Type of      Date of                  Certification

	Processed    Award        Award         DLC        Will Be Issued



	6-11-00     Original     6-04-00      6-04-00      FFP in June1

	6-11-00    Reentrance    6-04-00      5-01-002        6-11-00

	6-29-00     Original     6-04-00      6-04-00         6-29-00

	6-29-00    Reentrance    6-04-00      5-15-00         6-29-00



1	FFP in June 2000, occurred on June 21.



2	There is an uncertified period for the previous award.  The verification form for May 2000, was issued from FFP for that month (May 24).]



[NOTE 1:  The chapter 30 BDN system cannot issue VA Forms 22-8979 for certain future date awards when a verification might be expected.  For example, if an RPO processes a non-advance pay award during July and the award has an effective date of August 25th (after Full-File Pass), the chapter 30 BDN system cannot generate a verification form on September 1 because a verification was not due on the date that the Full-File Pass was processed.  BDN is programmed to issue the first verification form October 1, to reflect the training during August and September.



NOTE 2]:  CODs for advance payment awards are issued during the weekly advance payment run as shown on the schedule of operations.  

�

	d.  Once the first verification for an award period is issued, recurring verifications are issued during monthly FFP.  If a monthly verification transaction is not processed, the verification issued during FFP for the next calendar month will request verification of the enrollment from DLC through the end of that month.



EXAMPLE:  [BDN] shows that a veteran is enrolled from January 7, 1991, through May 17, 1991.  The verification issued during FFP for March 1991, requests verification of the enrollment for the period March 1 through March 31.  If the RPO does not process that verification before FFP for April 1991, the verification form issued in April will request verification of the enrollment for the period March 1 through April 30.



	e.  The date a verification is issued is shown in the DATE CERT ISSUED field on the [BDN] M21, Chapter 30 Status and Award History screen].  (See pt. II, [par. 4.03].)



6.05  PROCESSING MONTHLY CERTIFICATIONS--GENERAL



	See part V, paragraph [2.21 for an explanation of how to enter certification dates into BDN using the 317 screen.  See part I, paragraph 4.12 for an overview] of chapter 30 certification processing pertinent to all ROs.



[NOTE:  For chapter 30 verifications containing a bar code at the bottom of the printed page, the RPO enters "No Change" certifications directly into BDN using a "wanding" system that reads this bar code.]



	a.  Routing of Certification Forms.  Monthly certification forms must be promptly referred to the correct RPO if they are received by another RO.  [Forms needing award action are referred to the Education Division].



	b.  [Reserved for Future Use.] 



	c.  Certifications Signed Before the End of the Month to be Certified.  Because Hines releases the form before the end of the month, RPOs will accept any form signed and dated within the last three workdays of the month.



	d.  Filing of Certification Forms



	(1)  [The Education Division at the RPO will file each certification form reporting a "change" in enrollment in the claimant's folder or electronic folder.]



	(2)  [The RPO can destroy each certification form reporting "no change" in enrollment, after processing.  The authority for this destruction was granted by a permanent deviation (granted by VBA letter dated January 16, 1996) to existing procedures (MP-4, pt. X, item 6-8)].

�

6.06  PROCESSING MONTHLY CERTIFICATIONS--IHL TRAINING



	a.  Verification Rules Which Apply During Award Processing.  [The Education Division] at the RPOs will apply the rules described below.



	(1)  If a VA Form 22-1999, Enrollment Certification, [or the electronic certification programs of VACERT (VA Certification) or VAnetCert (VA internet certification) (when installed) is received after the beginning date of the term, consider this form or electronic certification as verification through the end of the month preceding the month in which the form was signed by the school.  Include the verification of enrollment as part of the BDN] award action.



[EXAMPLE:  A school official submits a school enrollment using VACERT on 

April 24, 1999.  The enrollment is for the period January 5, 1999, through 

May 23, 2000.  The veteran's attendance will be considered verified through March 31, 1999, since March is the month preceding the month in which the certification was submitted by the school.]



	(2)  If VA Form 22-1999b, Notice of Change in Student Status, [(or the same information submitted via VACERT or VAnetCert) is received after the beginning date of the term, consider this certification as verification through the end of the month preceding the month in which the form is signed by the school.  Include the verification of enrollment as part of the BDN] award or termination action.



[EXAMPLE:  A school had previously submitted enrollment for the period January 5, 2000, through May 23, 2000.  The school submits information on 

May 4, 2000, which shows a reduction in training time which occurred on 

February 15, 2000.  Consider the veteran's attendance as verified through 

April 30, 2000, since April is the month preceding the month in which the information was submitted by the school.]



	b.  Reduction in Training Reported on VA Form 22-8979.  [See part III, paragraph 8.03A.]



	c.  Increase in Training Reported on VA Form 22-8979.  [See part III, paragraph 8.03A.]



	d.  Changes in Hours Not Affecting Training Time.  [See part III, paragraph 8.03A.]



	e.  Phone Calls.   [RPOs will use their own judgment regarding the acceptance of verifications of attendance by phone.]



	f.  Mid-Month Verifications.  In certain instances, a verification form is issued for a partial month of training, and before the RPO processes the form, the veteran is awarded benefits for the remainder of the month.  To avoid unnecessary processing difficulties, the RPO will consider the entire month verified if the student signed the form on the last day of the month or later.

�

6.07  [RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE]



6.08  PROCESSING CERTIFICATIONS FOR CORRESPONDENCE, FLIGHT, AND ON-THE-JOB/APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING



	See part III, chapter 8.



6.09  DELINQUENT CERTIFICATION PROCESSING



	a.  The monthly FFP will identify those cases in which the month of the certification issue date is more than 3 months earlier that the date of FFP processing.  For example, during FFP in June 1998, cases having a certification issue date of any date in March 1998 would be identified as delinquent.  The system will automatically suspend with reason code 63 the cases identified as delinquent.



	b.  If a certification has not been received by FFP of the next month, an NOE (notice of exception) message 6032 - DELINQUENT CERT - PROCESS STOP AND/OR DEVELOP MIT CIRC will be issued (see [par. 5.02]).



6.10  DELINQUENT COD [  ] PROCESSING



	a.  The monthly FFP will identify those advance payment awards which began the previous calendar month and for which a COD has not been processed.  [BDN] will issue a "Delinquent Certification of Delivery Letter" for the cases so identified (see pt. V, par. 7.12).



	b.  If a COD has not been processed by FFP of the second month following the month of the advance payment, the system will suspend the case with reason code 88.



	c.  If a COD has not been processed by FFP of the third month following the month of the advance payment, [BDN] will issue an NOE message 6031 - DELINQUENT CERT OF DELIVERY - PROCESS STOP.  (See [par 5.02].)  In most cases, the RPO will process a stop payment with reason code 88 which will terminate the award and issue the appropriate termination letter.



6.11  [RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE]
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