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July 31, 2000

OPEN PROCEEDINGS

The following is a listing of current FCC Notices of Proposed Rulemaking and Notices of Inquiry open for public comment, except routine petitions to amend the Table of Allotments.  This listing also includes pertinent Public Notices announcing comment subjects and dates.  For additional information, contact Marilyn Abraham, Consumer Information Bureau at (202) 418-2374.    Please note: as comment and reply comment periods expire, they are deleted from this listing. *Asterisk indicates comment period deadline is past, but reply comment period still is open.

CABLE SERVICES BUREAU

CS 00-96; NPRM 6/9/00 (adopted 5/31/00); FCC 00-095

Implementation of the  Satellite Home Viewer Improvement Act of 1999, broadcast signal

carriage issues.

The Commission seeks comment on the appropriate  rules to implement this requirement.  The SHVIA authorizes satellite carriers to offer more local and national broadcast programming to their viewers and makes that programming available to subscribers who previously have been prohibited from receiving broadcast programming via satellite under the compulsory licensing provision of the copyright law. Comments due July 7*; replies due July 28.

COMMON CARRIER BUREAU

PN 6/5/00; DA 00-1231

The Common Carrier, Cable Services, International and Wireless Telecommunications Bureaus extend the deadline for CALEA Section 107(C) extension petitions until June 23, 2000.  

On April 25, 2000, the Commission issued a Public Notice that provided instructions for telecommunications carriers on filing petitions for extensions of CALEA’s capability requirements, pursuant to CALEA section 107(c). Contact: David Ward at (202) 418-2336, James Heimbach at (202) 418-0055, Karl Kensinger at (202) 418-0773 or John Spencer at (202) 418-1310. 

PN 6/15/00; DA 00-1315 

Centurytel of Washington Inc.  File its Initial Cost Allocation Manual. 

Comments due: July 18*; replies due: August 2.  Contact: Contact Debbie Weber 202-418-0812 

CC 96-98, 96-68; PN 6/23/00; FCC 00-227 

Comment sought on remand of the Commission's Reciprocal Compensation Declaratory Ruling by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.  Pleading cycle established. 

The Commission is seeking comment on the jurisdictional nature of ISP-bound traffic, as well as the scope of the reciprocal compensation requirement of section 251(b)(5), and on the relevance of the concepts of “termination,” “telephone exchange service,” “exchange access service,” and “information access.”  In addition, the Commission seeks to update the record in the pending rulemaking proceeding by inviting parties to comment on any ex parte presentations filed after the close of the reply period on April 27, 1999.  Finally, the Commission seeks comment regarding any new or innovative inter-carrier compensation arrangements for ISP-bound traffic that parties may be considering or may have entered into, either voluntarily or at the direction of a state commission, during the pendency of this proceeding.  Comments due July  21*;  replies due August 4. Contact: Rodney McDonald at (202) 418-1520. 
CC 96-45; FNPRM 6/30/00 (adopted 6/8/00); FCC 00-208

In The Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service promoting deployment and subscribership in unserved and underserved areas, including tribal and insular areas - Western Wireless Corporation, Crow Reservation in Montana, Smith Bagley, Inc., Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority, Western Wireless Corporation, Wyoming, Cellco Partnership D/B/A Bell Atlantic Mobile, Inc. 

The Commission adopted measures to (1) promote telecommunications subscribership and infrastructure deployment within American Indian and Alaska tribal communities; (2) establish a framework for the resolution of eligible telecommunications carrier designation requests under Section 214(e)(6) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended and (3) apply the framework to pending petitions for designation as eligible telecommunications carriers filed by Cellco Partnership d/b/a Bell Atlantic Mobile, Inc. Western Wireless Corporation, Smith Bagley, Inc., and the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Telephone Authority.  Comments due August 7; replies due August 28. 

CC 96-45; PN 7/6/00; DA 00-1496

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Iowa and U S West Communications, Inc.  seek a waiver of the definition of "Study Area" in Part 36 of the Commission's Rules. 

On June 20, 2000, CitizensTelecommunications Company of Iowa and U S West Communications, Inc. filed a joint petition for waiver of the definition of "study area" as set forth in Part 36 of the Commission's rules.  That definition constitutes a rule freezing all study area boundaries.  Comments due: July 27*; replies due August 7.  Contact: Adrian Wright, at  (202) 418-7400.   

CC 96-45; PN 7/6/00; DA 00-1497

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska and U S West Communications,  seek a waiver of the definition of  "Study Area" in Part  36 of the Communication's Rules. 

On June 16, 2000, Citizens Telecommunications Company of Nebraska and U S West Communications, Inc. filed a joint petition for waiver of the definition of "study area" as set forth 

in Part 36 of the Commission's rules.  That definition constitutes a rule freezing all study area boundaries.  Comment due July 27; replies due August 7. Contact:  Adrian Wright at (202) 418-7400. 

PN 7/7/00; DA 00-1508

Common Carrier Bureau seeks comment on the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities petition for delegated authority to implement number conservation measures, NSD File No. L-00-95, pleading cycle established.

On June 9, 2000, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities filed a petition requesting additional delegated authority to implement number conservation measures in the State of New Jersey.

Comments due August 7; replies due August 22. Contact: Aaron Goldberger at (202) 418-2320 

PN 5/10/00; DA 00-163 

Revision of Part 15 of the Commission's Rules Regarding Ultra-Wideband Transmission Systems. 

Initiated inquiry to investigate the possibility of permitting the operation of ultra-wideband devices on an unlicensed basis under part 15 of the Commission's rules.  Comments due 90 days from publication in Federal Register; replies due 120 days from publication in Federal Register.  

CC 96-45; PN 7/11/00; DA 00-1536 

Common Carrier Bureau seeks comment on Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service recommendations for phasing down interim hold-harmless provision.

On June 30, 2000, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service released a Recommended Decision for phasing down the interim hold-harmless provision of the new, forward-looking high-cost universal service support mechanism for non-rural carriers.  Comments due: August 14; replies due August 28.  Contact: Bill Scher at (202) 418-7400. 

PN 7/12/00; DA 00-1552

Pleading cycle established for comments on Cox Virginia Telcom, Inc.'s petition for  preemption of the jurisdiction of the Virginia State Corporation Commission regarding  Interconnection disputes with GTE South Incorporated.

Comments due: July 21*; Oppositions or Responses due August 2.  Contact:  Janice M. Myles at (202) 18-1580. 

PN 7/20/00 

Comment sought on Southwestern Bell Telephone Company's request for limited modification of Lata boundaries to provide expanded local calling service between the  Saint Jo and Bowie exchanges in Texas. 

On June 30, 2000, Southwestern Bell Telephone Company filed a petition requesting modification of local access and transport area (Lata) boundaries to provide two-way, flate-rated, non-optional expanded local calling service (ELCS) between the Saint Jo and Bowie exchanges in Texas.  Comments due Aug. 10; replies due Aug. 17.  Contact Alan Thomas or Al McCloud at (202) 418-2320. Comments due Aug. 10, replies due Aug. 17. Contact Alan Thomas or Al McCloud (202) 418-2320. 

PN 7/20/00

Comment sought on Southwestern Bell Telephone Company's request for limited modification of  Lata boundaries to provide expanded local calling service between the Minden and Nacogdoches exchanges in Texas.

On June 30, 2000, Southwestern Bell  Telephone Company filed a petition requesting modification of local access and transport area (Lata) boundaries to provide two-way, flat-rated, non-optional expanded local calling service (ELCS) between the Minden and Nacogdoches exchanges in Texas.  Comments due Aug. 10; replies Aug. 17. Contact Alan Thomas or Al McCloud 202-418-2320.  

PN 7/21/00; DA 00-1627

Seren Innovation, Inc. seeks Commission determination of exempt telecommunications company's status under the Public Utility Holding Company  Act.

On July 10, 2000, Seren Innovations, Inc., pursuant to section 34(a)(1) of the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935 filed an application requesting a Commission determination that it is an exempt  telecommunication company.  Comments due August 11; replies due August 18.  Contact Al McCloud at (202) 418-2499 or Marty Schwimmer at (202) 418-2320, 
CC 96-45; PN 7/24/00; DA 00-1626

Common Carrier Bureau seeks comment on updating line counts for calculating high-cost universal service support for non-rural carriers for the year 2001.

On October 21, 1999, the Commission adopted two orders implementing a new high-cost universal service support mechanism for non-rural carriers for determining support beginning January 1, 2000. Comments due August 8; replies due August 15. Contact Katie King at (202) 418-7400. 

MASS MEDIA BUREAU

MM 00-105; NPRM 6/20/00 (adopted 6/5/00); FCC 00-203

Elimination of Experimental Broadcast Ownerships Restrictions. 

The Commission proposes to eliminate the multiple ownership rule for experimental broadcast stations, which now provides that no entity may control more than one experimental license absent a showing of need. Comments due Sept. 1; replies due Oct. 2. 

MM 00-108; NPRM 6/20/00 (adopted 6/8/00); FCC 00-213

Amendment of Section 73.658(G) of the Rules -- the Dual Network Rule.  

The Commission proposes to amend the "dual network" rule applicable to broadcast stations. Comments due Sept.1; replies due Oct. 2.  

MM 00-116; NPRM 6/28/00 (adopted 6/23/00); DA 00-1411

Kansas City, Missouri.  Proposed to substitute DTV Channel 7 for DTV 14 Channel Kansas City, Missouri. 

The Commission is seeking comment on a petition for rule making filed by KMBC Hearst-Argyle Television ("KMBC"), licensee of station KMBC (TV), NTSC Channel 9, Kansas City, Missouri.  KMBC requests the substitution of DTV Channel 7 for its assigned DTV 14. Comments due August 21; replies due September 5. 

MM 97-217; Order 7/21/00 (adopted 7/6/00); FCC 00-224 

Amendment of Parts 1, 21, and 74 to Enable Multipoint Distribution Service and  Instructional Television Fixed Service Licensees to Engage in Fixed Two-Way Transmissions. 

The Commission granted the petition for further reconsideration and/or clarification amending Parts 21 and 74 or Commission's rules.  Comments due August 21; replies due August 31. 

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU

WT 00-48; NPRM &MO&O 3/24/00 (adopted 3/17); FCC 00-105 

Amendment of Parts 13 and 80 of the Communications Rules concerning Maritime Communication proposed to consolidate, revise and streamline Rules governing maritime communications pursuant to requests from the National GMDSS Implementation Task Force and Globe Wireless, Inc.

The Commission's NPRM proposes to consolidate, revise, and streamline its Rules governing maritime communications pursuant to requests from the National GMDSS Implementation Task Force and Globe Wireless, Inc.  The purpose of these proposed rule changes is to address new international maritime requirements, improve the operational ability of all users of marine radios and remove unnecessary or duplicative requirements from its Rules.  Comments due 90 days after Federal Register publication and replies due 120 days after Federal Register publication.

WT 00-77, NPRM 5/15/00 (adopted 5/8/00); FCC 00-160 

Amendment of Parts 2 and 87 of the Commissions Rules to accommodate advanced digital communications in the 117.975-137 MHZ Band and to implement flight information services in the 136-137 MHZ Band.

The Commission seeks comments on the use of 136-137 MHz  frequency band by the Aviation Services and modifications to Parts 2 and 87 of the Commission's Rules in response to two Petitions for Rulemaking.  Comments due July 14*; replies August 14. 

PN 06/23/00; DA 00-1405

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau seeks comment on Western Resources, Inc. request for waiver to permit sharing of its 900 MHZ Industrial and Land Transportation Trunked Radio System with Public Safety Users.  

On February 15, 2000, Western Resources, Inc. filed a Request for Waiver of Section 90.179(a) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. section 90.179(a), to permit it to share its 900 MHZ Industrial/Land Transportant trunked radio system on a non-profit, cost-shared basis with entities eligible for frequencies in the Public Safety Radio Pool. Comments due: July 24*; replies due August 8. Contact: Maurice J. DePont at (202) 418-0680. 

GN 90-314; Order (adopted 6/26/00); DA 00-1421

In the matter of Amendment of the Commission's Rules to Establish New Personal Communications Services, Narrowband PCS/Implemention of Section 309(J) of the Communications Act - Competitive Bidding - Narrowband PCS.  

The Commission granted in part the Motion of the Personal Communications Industry Association for extension of time filed on June 19, 2000. Comments due: July 19*; replies due August 3.  

PN 7/3/00; DA 00-1440

Comments invited on New England area (Region 19) Public Safety Plan Amendment.  

On May 5, 2000, Region 19 submitted a proposed amendment to its Public Safety Plan that would revise the current channel allotments to reflect changes made as a result of its sixth window application process.  The requested amendment proposes modification of the Region's frequency allocation table to provide new assignments for the Connecticut State Police; the City of Cambridge, Massachusetts; and the West Springfield, Massachusetts Fire Department.  Comments due August 3; replies due August 18.  Contact: Joy Alford at (202) 418-0694. 

PN 7/3/00; DA 00-1461

Digiph PCS, Inc. and Eliska Wireless Ventures License Subsidiary I, L.L.C. seek FCC consent for assignment of eight C block broadband personal communications services licenses and declaratory ruling pursuant to section 310(B)(4) allowing indirect foreign ownership.

On June 14, 2000, DiGiPH PCS, Inc. and Eliska Wireless Ventures License Subsidiary I, L.L.C.  filed applications under Section 310(d) of the Communications Act of 1934, seeking Commission approval to assign eight C Block broadband personal communications services  licenses from DiGiPH to Eliska.  Petitions/Comments due: August 2; Oppositions/Responses due August 14.  Contact: Lauren Kravetz or Michael Samsock at (202) 418-7240 or Justin Connor at (202) 418-1476.

WT 00-77; NPRM (adopted 7/3/00); DA 00-1462

In the matter of amendment of Parts 2 and 87 of the Commission's Rules to accommodate advanced Digital Communications in the 117.975 - 137 MHZ Band and to implement flight information services in the 136-137 MHZ Band. 

The Commission extended the deadline dates for the filing of comments to August 2, 2000; reply comments to September 1, 2000. 

Report and Order 6/30/00 (adopted 6/8/00) FCC 00-209

In the matter of extending wireless telecommunications services to tribal lands. 

The Commission adopted rules and policies that provide incentives for wireless telecommunications carriers to serve individuals living on tribal lands. Comments due: 30 days after publication in the Federal Register, replies due 45 days after publication in the Federal Register. 

MO&O and FNRPM 6/30/00 (adopted 6/22/00); FCC 00-224

In the matter of service rules for the 746-764 and 776-794 MHZ Bands, and revisions to Part 27of the Commission's Rules/Carriage of the transmissions of Digital television broadcast stations/review of the Commission's Rules and Policies affecting the Conversion to digital television. 

The Commission affirmed the service rules adopted in the 700 MHz reviewing applications for approval of voluntary agreements accelerating the transition of incumbent analog television licensees and opening these bands for new 700 MHz licensee use, and sought comment on several aspects of the spectrum clearing process. Comments due August 16; replies due September 15.

PN 7/17/00; DA 00-1581

GTE Corporation and SBC Communications Inc. seek FCC consent to transfer control of wireless licenses. 

GTE Corporation and SBC Communications Inc. filed applications pursuant to Section 214 and 310(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 seeking Commission approval of the transfer of control to SBC of licenses currently controlled by subsidiaries and affiliates of GTE. 

Commments due: August 16; replies due August 23.  Contact: Lauren Kravetz or Michael Samsock at (202) 418-7240. 

PN 7/21/00; DA 00-1618

PrimCo PCS, GTE Wireless Incorporated, BGV License Company, LLC seek FCC consent to transfer control of and AND assign wireless licenses.

Chicago 20 MHZ, LLC a wholly-owned subsidiary of PrimeCo PCS, LP, GTE Wireless Cincinnati LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of GTE Wireless Incorporated, and BGV License Company, LLC have filed applications pursuant to Section 310(d) of the Communications Act of 1934, seeking Commission approval of (1) the transfer of control to BGV of licenses currenyly operated by subsidiaries of Prime Co and GTE Wireless and (2) the simultaneous assignment of those licenses to a wholly-own subsidiary of BGV.  Comments due August 21; replies due August 28.  Contact Lauren Kravetz or Michael Samsock at (202) 418-7240. 

WT 00-48; Order 7/21/00 (adopted 7/20/00); DA 00-1628 

Amendment of Parts 13 and 80 of the Commission's Rules concerning Maritime  Communications. 

The Commission granted the United States Coast Guard's request to extend the deadline for filing comments in this proceeding.  Comments due: August 23; replies due September 21.   

PN 7/21/00; DA 00-1634

PrimeCo PCS, LP and Joseph J. Simons, Esq., as Trustee on behalf of AT&T Corporation seek FCC Consent for transfer of control of Houston MTA, L.P.'s wireless license. 

PrimeCo. PCS, LP and Joseph J. Simons, as Trustee on behalf of AT&T Corporation have filed an application pursuant to Section 310(d) of theCommunications Act of 1934, seeking Commission approval of the transfer of control of Houston MTA, L.P. to the Trustee.  Comments due August 21; replies due August 28. Contact: Lauren Kravetz or Michael Samsock at (202) 418-7240. 
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