Week of March 9, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-14, LTP – WHIP – Fiscal Year 2009 Eligible Practice List

KS260-9-1, INF – Kansas Photo Gallery

Action Required Bulletins
KS390-9-1, PDM – Emergency Watershed Protection Program Floodplain Easement Sign-up

Other Items of Interest:
Programs – CIG (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig/index.html)


New: CIG 2009 Kansas Grant Announcement and Application Package Check List

Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)

   Highlights:

· USDA Will Restore and Protect Flood-Prone Lands Nationwide with Economic Recovery Funding

· KAWS and SAKW to Hold Public Information Meeting on Floodplain Easements

· Kansas NRCS Announces Funding for Innovation Grants

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


March 17 and 18, No-till on the Plains
Technical Resources – Toolkit (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/toolkit/index.html)


Task Guides: TG #9, Geodata Tools, has been updated to include information on the new eContracts tab

Technical Resources – GIS/GPS – Tools (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/tools.html)


ArcGIS – Task Guides/User Guides: User Guide for Conservation Programs GIS Interface (CPGI)

Programs – WHIP (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/)


Kansas 2009 WHIP Information – Eligible Practices and updated WHIP Payment Schedule are now available.

Payment Schedules for EQIP and WHIP and been loaded into ProTracts and copied to the field and area office servers for Toolkit. The final version for the WHIP Payment Schedule is available on the Kansas NRCS web. The EQIP Payment Schedule (with all ranking categories) will be available on the web early next week.

Toolkit – Refer to Task Guide #44, Management of Toolkit Costlists and Payment Schedules, to copy payment schedules from Fiscal Year 2008 into a folder to make selecting FY 2009 payment schedules easier.


Week of March 2, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-11, LTP – EQIP – Eligible Practice Lists

KS300-9-12, LTP – EQIP – Ranking Process

KS300-9-13, LTP – WRP Easement Compensation Process and Geographic Area Rate Caps

Other Items of Interest:
Contact Us (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/)


Updated: Kansas Employee Directory

Technical Resources – Technical Notes (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/)


New: Ecological Sciences Technical Note – Biology KS-35

eFOTG has also been updated with a  new Practice Standard, Specification, and SOW for practice code 645, Upland Wildlife Habitat Management.

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Forms (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/forms/ksforms.html

Updated: KS-ECS-4, Grass Seeding


   KS-TCH-1, Variance Request (removed SO from Comments section)
Outlook Web Access (OWA) email service was suspended indefinitely mid-January in response to a cyber attack against USDA. OWA allowed employees to access Outlook information from any computer with internet access (many employees used it to check work email from home). 

National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB280.9.2, INC - Agricultural Advisors Temporary Duty (TDY)

Week of February 16, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS430-9-2, SOI – Distribution of the 2009 Soils Planner

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight: AWEP Program Proposals Due March 2, 2009

Technical Resources – Technical Notes, Ecological Sciences (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/tech_notes/ecs.html)


Kansas Social Sciences Technical Note KS-3, February 2009, replaces September 2006.

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Forms (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/forms/ksforms.html)

· KS-ECS-2, Resource Concerns Field Inventory Form. Change to Water Quantity:  Inefficient use on non-irrigated land added.
· KS-ECS-590, Nutrient Management – 590 (also in eFOTG). Changes: page 1, footnote 4; page 3, change made to calculation.

· KS-CPA-52, Environmental Effects for Conservation Planning (also in eFOTG). Changes:  Drop-down adding water quantity information.
Programs – Kansas Technical Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/KTC/)


New: Minutes for February 10 meeting

News (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/)


PMC Newsletter: Plants for the Heartland – 2009, Issue 2
News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


February 24 – Everything You Want to Know About Sesame


March 19 – Soil Improvement Workshop/Field Day

In eFOTG

  Updated: Section V, Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPE)

Week of February 9, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS250-9-3, FNM – Web-Based Total Cost Accounting System Time Charges

Action Required Bulletins
KS450-9-1, TCH – Technical Service Provider Spot Checks

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Management Team Meetings (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/mgt_meetings.html)


New: Minutes for January 27-29, 2009 meeting
Section IV of the eFOTG:

Conservation Practice Standard, Specification (if applicable) and Statement of Work for:

· 330, Contour Farming.  No significant changes.

· 340, Cover Crop.  Includes range seeding cover crop requirement for seedbed preparation with permanent vegetative cover establishment.

· 612, Tree/Shrub Establishment.  Changes made to the standard and specifications.

· 332, Contour Buffer Strips.  Row grade changed from 0.5 to 0.2 percent slope.

· 589C, Cross Wind Trap Strips.  No significant changes.  

· 472, Access Control.  Formerly Use Exclusion, updated with revised standard and statement of work.

· 386, Field Border.  Updates made to the standard and specifications.

· Kansas Plant Materials Technical Note No. 1 - Grass and Forb/Legume Varieties Approved for Use in Kansas, was revised and added to Conservation Practices 332, 342, 589C, 386, 393, 603, 512, 550, 562, 643, and 610.

Section III of the eFOTG:

Resource Quality Criteria, Table 1. Quality Criteria has been updated to include information regarding water quantity - inefficient use on non-irrigated land.  State quality criteria of STIR<= 20 established.  Also updated information regarding water quality - surface water and groundwater.


Week of February 2, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS120-9-7, ADS – Canon Copier Maintenance Agreement

KS250-9-2, FNM – Travel Update

KS360-9-10, PER – ATV Training

KS360-9-11, PER – ATV Training

KS330-9-5, MGT – FY 2009 Programs’ Rollout Training

Kansas Parts of Manuals/Handbooks/User Guides Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ks_supplements/index.html)

National Engineering Handbook, Part 650 (NEH 650), Engineering Field Handbook - Chapter 2  (Includes Amend. KS25 that revises pages 1, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 68, 69, 70, and 71)

Other Items of Interest:
Technical Resources – Technical Notes, Ecological Sciences (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/tech_notes/ecs.html)


Kansas Plant Materials Technical Note KS-1, February 2009, replaces June 2002.

Kansas NRCS Intranet – LincPass Information (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/lincpass.html)


Updated information on permanent enrollment stations to note that the Beacon Drive facility in Kansas City should be used.
Contact Us (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/)


Updated: Kansas Employee Directory

News (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/)


PMC Newsletter: Plants for the Heartland – 2009, Issue 1

Week of January 26, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-10, LTP – WRP Waiver for Adjacent Lands on Playa and Depression Wetlands

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)

    New highlights

· EQIP and WHIP Cutoff Dates Extended to April 10

· USDA Seeks Comments on Farm Bill Programs

· USDA Announces FY 2009 Sign-up for $20 Million in Conservation Innovation Grants

Kansas NRCS Intranet (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/)


“Ask the STC” is available again to anonymously submit a question or comment to Eric Banks. Since submissions are anonymous Eric will not be able to personally. However, Eric does plan to respond periodically through e-mail to all employees on common questions or concerns.
Programs – Kansas Technical Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/KTC/)


New: Minutes for January 21, 2009 KTC teleconference

Week of January 19, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-9, LTP – Use of Revised FSA Forms – Form FSA-211, Power of Attorney, and Form FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Continuation Sheet, for NRCS Programs - REISSUED

Action Required Bulletins
KS300-9-8, LTP – Fiscal Year 2009 EQIP and WHIP Cutoff Dates

KS270-9-3, IRM – Annual Security Reviews

KS330-9-4, MGT – Annual Submission of Office of Government Ethics Form 450, Confidential Financial Disclosure

Other Items of Interest:
News – Conservation Editions FY 2009 (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/coneds09/index.html)


New: What Can I Do? Be an Earth Team Volunteer
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB360-9-24, PER – Pay and Leave Procedure for Two Holiday – Martin Luther King’s Birthday and Inauguration Day 2009


Week of January 12, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-7, LTP – Use of Revised FSA Forms – Form FSA-211, Power of Attorney, and Form FSA-211A, Power of Attorney Continuation Sheet, for NRCS Programs

National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB340-9-7, SPA – Discontinuation of Program Code CTA-GLC

On January 31, 2009, the CTA-GLC program code will be discontinued in WebTCAS, PRS, Toolkit, and the National Conservation Planning database (NCP).  Beginning February 1, 2009, staff should record all time and performance previously reported to CTA-GLC as CTA-GENRL.

Week of January 5, 2009
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS230-9-7, EOP – Black History Month

KS270-9-2, IRM – Access Procedures for Computer Resources

Action Required Bulletins
KS190-9-2, ECS – No-Till on the Plains Winter Conference 2009

KS330-9-3, MGT – Women Managing the Farm Conference, February 12-14, 2009

KS360-9-9, PER – Request for Restoration of Annual Leave

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage – (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)

· USDA Enacts Changes to Payment Limitations, Income Qualifications, and Implements Direct Attribution Programs

· Ag Conference Slated for Women
Technical Resources – Business Tools – Toolkit (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/toolkit/index.html)


New: Task Guide #46 – GPS and Real Time Tracking

Programs – Kansas Technical Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/KTC/)


Notice of February 10th KTC meeting
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Access Procedures for Computer Resources (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/isspoc/index.html)


Pages have been updated due to policy and procedure changes (see bulletin KS270-9-2 for a summary of changes)
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
NB440-6-6, PGM – Historically Underserved Individuals and Groups – Definitions


Week of December 22, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
No bulletins issued

Other Items of Interest:
Technical Resources – Watershed Resources (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/RWA/index.html)


New: Lower Kansas Watershed Rapid Watershed Assessment

About Us – Kansas History (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/about/kansas_history.html)


Updated
News – Conservation Editions – FY 2009 (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/coneds09/index.html)


Article added: Is Stocking Rate So Important?

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


January 17 – Kansas Graziers' Association (KGA) Annual Winter Grazing Conference

Week of December 15, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS360-9-8, PER – FY 2008 Kansas Earth Team Award Recipients

KS230-9-5, EOP – 2008 Kansas Civil Rights Achievement Award Recipients

KS300-9-6, LTP – WRP Application Packet Procedure
Action Required Bulletins
KS230-9-6, EOP – Request for Civil Rights Related Issues, Concerns and Recommendations

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Safety and Health (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/safety/index.html)


Featured Article: The EcoDriver’s Manual

Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight: USDA’s Interim Final Rule Amends Composition, Responsibilities of State Technical Committees

Week of December 8, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS110-9-1, ADM – Gifts From Outside Sources and/or Between Employees

KS120-9-6, ADS – Approval of Private Residence Storage of Government Vehicles

KS300-9-5, LTP – WHIP – KDWP Responsibilities

Other Items of Interest:
News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


January 7, 8 – Informational Agritourism Meetings 


January – February, Agritourism Development Course


February 12-14 - Women Managing the Farm Conference
News (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/)


Conservation Editions - Fiscal Year 2009

Technical Resources – Technical Service Providers (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/tsp/index.html)


Updated: Engineering Procedures – Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage

Week of December 1, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS250-9-1, FNM – Fiscal Year 2009 Budget Information

KS330-9-2, MGT – Kansas Committee Assignments

KS430-9-1, SOI – Latest Version (2.1) of Web Soil Survey

Action Required Bulletins
KS120-9-5, ADS – U.S. Bank VISA Purchase Card Training/Reconciling Current Bank of America Purchase Card Transactions

KS170-9-1, CGI – Change in Soil Map Scale Requirement

Kansas Parts of Manuals/Handbooks/User Guides Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ks_supplements/index.html)

Title 180, National Planning Procedures Handbook

Includes Amend. KS13 which updates KS600.31. Policy regarding the 1:12,000 scale limit for conservation plan soil maps has been removed. New policy regarding a disclaimer statement has been added.

Kansas Parts of General Manual Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html)

GM Title 330, Part 404 – Directing

Includes Amend. KS31 which changed Section KS404.3 - added (ii) - Form KS-MGT-2

GM Title 340 – Strategic Planning and Accountability
Sections KS401.00, KS401.44, and KS401.50 - added supervisory district conservationist and their roles and responsibilities in KS401.44.

Section KS404.14 - changed field offices to management units

Section KS408.8 - added supervisory district conservationist

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Audio-Visual – Exhibits (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/exhibits.html)


New: Farm Bill 2008 Roll-up and Large Nomadic Displays

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


December 19 – No-till Informational Session


Week of November 24, 2008
Other Items of Interest:
Contact Us (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/)


Updated: Kansas Employee Directory

Technical Resources – Watershed Resources (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/RWA/index.html)


New: Rapid Watershed Assessment for Crooked Watershed

Week of November 17, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-4, LTP – EQIP – Resource Concerns and Program Application Cutoff Ranking Period


Attachment 2 (Self-Assessment Worksheets) is now available

Action Required Bulletins
KS120-9-4, ADS – Proper Disposal of Bank of America VISA Purchase Cards


Action required 11/28/2008 by Cardholders

Week of November 17, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-4, LTP – EQIP – Resource Concerns and Program Application Cutoff Ranking Period

  Note: Attachment 2 (Self-Assessment Worksheets) will be available next week.

Action Required Bulletins
KS120-9-3, ADS – New Vehicle Fleet Cards

KS190-9-1, ECS – Society for Range Management and American Forage and Grassland Council Joint Annual Meeting

KS330-9-1, MGT – Kansas Natural Resources Conference, January 29-30, 2009

Other Items of Interest:
Programs – WRP (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/)


Updated: WRP – Benefit the Land, Secure Your Future (WRP Fact Sheet)

News  - Manhattan Plant Materials Center (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/)


Plants for the Heartland – Fall 2008 newsletter

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Civil Rights Advisory Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/civil_rights/index.html)


Minutes from September 15, 2008, meeting is available.

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Earth Team (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/earth_team/minutes/oct08.html)


Minutes from October 9, 2008, meeting is available


Week of November 10, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins
KS230-9-4, EOP – Required Annual Civil Rights Training

Other Items of Interest:
Programs (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/)


FY 2009 Practice Payment Schedules are now available for EQIP and WHIP on their respective Kansas 2009 Program Information page. Note that minor changes may still occur on these payment schedules due to the interim final rules for the 2008 Farm Bill. For EQIP, practice eligibility will be determined by the application ranking category selected. The ranking categories will be determined at a later date. Payment schedules for use with Toolkit and ProTracts will be developed when program rules are final.

Week of November 10, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-9-3, LTP – WRP Application Information Packets and Acceptance Procedure

Action Required Bulletins
KS360-9-7, PER – Annual Leave Use and Restoration

Other Items of Interest:
News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


Jan 27-28 – No-til On The Plains Winter Conference


Week of November 3, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS230-9-3, EOP – American Indian Heritage Month Program

Action Required Bulletins
KS120-9-2, ADS – Vehicle Inspections

KS300-9-2, LTP – WRP – Application Submission Deadline

State Office Intraoffice 

KS130-9-1, AGN – Emergency Response Plan

Attachment is also available on the Kansas State Office SharePoint under Shared Documents (https://nrcs.sc.egov.usda.gov/central/ks/state_office/default.aspx)
Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/

New highlights: Look at the WRP Again – A Change May Benefit Landowners


   Cutoff Date Announced for WHIP

Programs – FY 2008 Accomplishment Maps (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/2008_accomp/index.html)


Maps for WRP are now available

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


Nov 13 – Forestry Field Day

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Human Resources Management (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/human_resources.html)


New: located under Training, “Document Training Needs Using AgLearn – Creating an Individual Development Plan”

Week of October 27, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS230-9-2, EOP – Documenting Civil Rights Awareness Training

Action Required Bulletins
KS360-9-5, PER – Fall 2008 Combined Federal Campaign – October 27 through November 21

KS360-9-6, PER – Completing Awards in EmpowHR

KS300-9-1, LTP – Fiscal Year 2009 CSP Annual Payments

KS270-9-1, IRM – LincPass Enrollment for Affiliates and Volunteers

Kansas Parts of Manuals/Handbooks/User Guides Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ks_supplements/index.html)

Title 440 – Conservation Programs Manual, Part 512 – Conservation Program Contracting

Amend. KS40 dated April 2008 was approved by the National office and is now available on-line.

Other Items of Interest:
Programs – FY 2008 Accomplishment Maps (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/2008_accomp/index.html)


Maps for CSP, EQIP, and WHIP are now available 

National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB360-9-7, PER – Books 24x7 on AgLearn

Information on new reference tools available through AgLearn


Week of October 20, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins

KS360-9-4, PER – Annual Ethics Training for Financial Disclosure Report Filers

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Human Resources Management (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/human_resources.html)

   Position Descriptions: GS-0470-12, MRLA Soil Survey Project Leader

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


October 27 – Riparian Improvement and Production Workshop


January 9 – NE Kansas Family Farmers & Ranchers Conference
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB360-9-3, PER – Excused Absence for Voting Reminder


Week of October 13, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS360-9-2, PER – Safety and Health – Workstations Ergonomics Brochure

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight: Prescribed Burn Workshops to be Held in Western Kansas
In eFOTG, Section IV, A. Conservation Practices:

· Diversion (362) - Job Sheet - Diversion (Gradient) Spreadsheet 

The drainage area and design discharge formulas were corrected for Diversion #2 when not in series with Diversion #1.  A button was added to change desired cut-fill ratio.  Layout survey data and checkout profile survey data was added to cells cleared by the button on KS-ENG-8. 


Week of October 6, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS360-9-1, PER – Employee Development – Kansas FY 2009 Training Plan
Kansas Parts of General Manual Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html)

GM Title 360, Part 410 – Employee Development Program

Amend. KS132:

· KS410.10, (d) - minor change not affecting content

· KS410.70, (b); (c) (1), (2), and (5); (e) (1) and (2) - major content changes

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight: Salt Cedar Control is Focus of KGLC Tour

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


October 16, Fall Forestry Field Day


October – December, Prescribed Burning Workshops

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Human Resources Management (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/human_resources.html)

   Position Descriptions:

· Updated: GS-0457-12, Supervisory Soil Conservationist

· New: GS-0343-09, Conservation Program Manager

· New: GS-0343-11, Conservation Program Manager

· New: GS-0343-12, Conservation Program Manager

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Forms (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/forms/ksforms.html)


Updated: KS-FNM-10, Request for Approval to Attend Meeting/Unscheduled Training

Week of September 29, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS230-8-14, EOP – Exceeding in the Civil Rights Arena

KS120-9-1, ADS – Directives Management
Action Required Bulletins
KS230-8-15, EOP – 2009 Civil Rights Advisory Committee and Posted Material Update

KS360-8-31, PER – Establishing Fiscal Year 2009 Performance Work Plans

KS330-8-9, MGT – Supervisory District Conservationists Meeting

KS230-9-1, EOP – National Organization of Professional Black NRCS Employees 16th Annual Training Conference

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight: Agritourism Workshop
News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


Oct 9 – Solomon Valley Agritourism Workshop


Oct 17 – KGLC Fall Tour – Salt Cedar Control


Nov 6 – Prescribed Burning Workshop


Week of September 22, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS170-8-1, CGI – 2008 National Imagery Program Photography

KS260-8-5, INF – New Materials to Market Easement Programs – WRP, GRP, and FRPP

KS270-8-5, IRM – Standard Operating Procedure: Encryption and Password Protection to Safeguard Sensitive and Private Information

KS270-8-6, IRM – Importance of Safeguarding Personally Identified Information
Action Required Bulletins
KS330-8-8, MGT – KACD Annual Convention, November 23-325, 2008

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Management Team Meetings (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/mgt_meetings.html)


Minutes for September meeting are now available
Technical Resources – Kansas Maps (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/maps.html)


Updated: Kansas NRCS Multi-County Management Units
In eFOTG:

The following practices have been revised:

· 550, Range Planting

· 382, Fence

· 391, Riparian Forest Buffer

· 380, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment

· 528, Prescribed Grazing

· 342, Critical Area Planting


Week of September 15, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS110-8-1, ADM – Chairs of Food and Agriculture Councils, State Outreach Council, and State Administrative Committee

KS300-8-37, LTP – WHIP – Annual Status Reviews
Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlights: Network of Automated Weather Stations Delivers Timely Information


CREP Benefits Water Resources and Farmers
Programs – Kansas Technical Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/KTC/index.html)


Information on October 14 meeting.

Week of September 8, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins
KS300-8-36, LTP – Accepting Applications for Floodplain Easements through the EWP Program

KS290-8-3, INV – National Resources Inventory 2007 Local Data Collection

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS homepage – (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight – EWP Floodplain Easements Signup

Programs – EWP (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ewp/)


Fact Sheet – Floodplain Easements

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


Sept. 24 – Twin Lakes Water Festival


Week of September 1, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-8-35, LTP – Conservation Program Contracts – Recovery of Costs Less Than $1,000

Action Required Bulletins
KS230-8-13, EOP – Announcement for Special Emphasis Program Manager in Kansas – Federal Women’s and Disability/Veterans

KS360-8-29, PER – Processing Performance Appraisals

KS360-8-30, PER – Call for Nominations, Olin Sims Conservation Leadership Award

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Civil Rights Advisory Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/civil_rights/index.html)


New: Resources and Related Links – Presentations, Civil Rights Overview for RC&D Councils
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Safety and Health (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/safety/index.html)


Featured Safety Article – Safety in the Sun
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Forms (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/forms/ksforms.html)


Updated: KS-ENG-49, Certification of Materials-Rock for Riprap

Updated: KS-ENG-50, Certification of Materials-Aggregate for Drainfill and Filter

Updated: KS-ENG-51, Certification of Materials-Aggregate for Portland Cement Concrete

Updated: KS-ENG-52, Certification of Materials-Portland Cement

Updated: KS-ENG-53, Certification of Materials-Mineral Admixtures for Concrete

Updated: KS-ENG-54, Certification of Materials-Chemical Admixtures for Concrete

Updated: KS-ENG-55, Certification of Materials-Curing Compound

Updated: KS-ENG-56, Certification of Materials-Pre-formed Expansion Joint Filler


Updated: KS-ENG-57, Certification of Materials-Sealing Compound for Joints in Concrete and Concrete Pipe

Updated: KS-ENG-58, Certification of Materials-Steel Reinforcement

Updated: KS-ENG-59, Certification of Materials-Reinforced Concrete Pressure Pipe

Updated: KS-ENG-60, Certification of Materials-Plastic (PVC, PE, ABS) Pipe

Updated: KS-ENG-61, Certification of Materials-Metallic-Coated Corrugated Steel Pipe

Updated: KS-ENG-64, Certification of Materials-Water Control Valves

Updated: KS-ENG-66, Certification of Materials-Geotextile
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional guidance will be issued on National Bulletin 270-8-12, IRM - Two-Factor Authentication for End Users Training.  All non-laptop users are encouraged to complete this training ahead of the March 31, 2009, deadline.  Laptop users are reminded of their September 30, 2008, deadline for completion of this training.
 

A summary of issues and synopsis of response by the National Civil Rights Committee has been published as an attachment to National Bulletin 230-8-20.

Week of August 25, 2008

Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins

KS260-8-4, INF – Special Conservation Edition News Releases

KS360-8-28, PER – 2008 Earth Team Volunteer Awards


Week of August 18, 2008

Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins

KS250-8-11, FNM – Year-End Reporting and Closing Procedures

KS340-8-2, SPA – End of Year Performance Results System Reporting

Kansas Parts of General Manual Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html)

GM Title 360, Part 431 – Delegated Examining Policy

Amend. KS131 – no previous Kansas guidance

Other Items of Interest:

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


August 25, 27, 28 and September 18 – Ag-Based Entrepreneurs Invited to Agriculture Marketing Informational Sessions


September 22 and 29 – Land EKG Rangeland Monitoring Workshop

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Civil Rights Advisory Committee (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/civil_rights/index.html)


Minutes for March 6, 2008, committee meeting are now available.


Week of August 11, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS250-8-10, FNM – Increase in Privately Owned Vehicle Reimbursement Rates

KS430-8-2, SOI – “Soil Guys” Presentation at the Kansas State Fair (information is also available on the Events page - http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)

KS260-8-3, INF – KACD Committees and NRCS Advisors

KS360-8-26, PER – Vacancy Announcements

Other Items of Interest:
News – Publications


Soil Does More Than Get You Dirty! – Teacher’s Guide (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/soil_does_more/)

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Earth Team (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/earth_team/index.html)


Minutes of Earth Team Coordinators’ Meeting – July 2008

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Human Resources Management (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/human_resources.html)


Position Descriptions – New: GS-0470-13, Senior Regional Soil Scientist

Week of August 4, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-8-34, LTP – WRP Easement Compensation Process and Geographic Area Rate Caps

Kansas Parts of General Manual Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html)

GM Title 190, Part 413, Prescribed Burning

Includes Amend. KS16 updating burning job classifications and job approval authorities.

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight – Kansas Soil to be Included in Smithsonian Institute Exhibit

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Safety and Health (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/safety/index.html)


Featured Safety and Health Articles – Myths and Facts About Sleep

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


August 26-27 Range and Pond Management Workshop

Week of July 28, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS230-8-12, EOP – Employee Organizations Supported by the NRCS

KS300-8-32, LTP – WRP Ownership Verification

KS300-8-33, LTP – Conservation Programs Contracts – Signature Authority Chart

KS360-8-27, PER – Review of Kansas State Income Tax Filing Status

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight – NRCS in Kansas Received EQIP Funding for Spring 2008 Flooding and Tornadoes
News – Manhattan Plant Materials Center (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/)


Newsletter: Plants for the Heartland – Summer 2008

Week of July 21, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins
KS300-8-30, LTP – EQIP – Funding Distribution and Decisions – Second Round

KS300-8-31, LTP – WRP On-site Inspections

KS330-8-7, MGT – Activity Schedule for Fiscal Year 2009

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Hompage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Teff Field Day

About Us – Earth Team Volunteers (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/about/earth_team/index.html)


Volunteer Stories – Spreading the Message Through Envirothons
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
Action Required by: August 15, 2008

Managers and supervisors are reminded to complete the mandatory Leadership Competency Assessment as outlined in National Bulletin NB360-8-51.

Week of July 14, 2008

Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS120-8-13, ADS – VISA Purchase Card Audit

KS230-8-11, EOP – Civil Rights Responsibilities and Resources

Action Required Bulletins

KS230-8-10, EOP – Announcement for Civil Rights Advisory Committee Members and a Special Emphasis Program Manager in Kansas

Intraoffice Bulletin – State Office

KS360-8-1, PER Earth Team Volunteer Coordinator – State Office (Action required by July 25, 2008)

Kansas Parts of Manuals/Handbooks/User Guides Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ks_supplements/index.html)

National Engineering Handbook, Part 650 (NEH 650), Engineering Field Handbook

Chapter 11 - (Includes Amend. KS23 that updates entire Chapter 11.)

Chapter 14 - Page KS-14-1 is canceled because this material is now contained in Figures 14-33 and 14-34 in Section 650.1423 of NEH 650. 

Chapter 17 - (Includes Amend. KS24 that revises pages 4, 6, and 11) 

Other Items of Interest:

Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlight – August 1, 2008 Signup Deadline for Funds Available for Flood Damaged Conservation Practices

News – Events (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/news/events.html)


August 9, Rangeland Management Field Day

Programs – FY 2008 Accomplishment Maps (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/2008_accomp/index.html)


Updated FRPP maps

Programs – EQIP – 2008 Program Information (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/2008/index.html)


2008 Midwest Flood Repair Payment Schedule has been added

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Kansas Forms (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/forms/ksforms.html)


Updated: KS-ECS-4, Grass Seeding

Changes include expanding column 5 to thousands, accommodating the low seeding rate of some forbs, and expanding column 7 to hundreds.  On page 2, when figuring forbs in addition to the native grass seeding, columns 3 and 4 have been shaded because seeding rates per acre are known and entered into column 5.  In the forb section of column 5, pure live seed (PLS) pounds of forbs will be tabulated.

National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)

No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:

NB360-8-48, PER – 2009 Innovations in American Government Award

Nominations must be made through proper channels and be received in the state office well ahead of the Human Resources Management Division (HRMD) deadline.


Week of July 7, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins
KS260-8-2, INF – Kansas State Fair Booth Workers

National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB.440.8.15, PGM – Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Certifications and Revised Form CCC-526 for 2008

Week of June 30, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
No Kansas bulletins issued this week.

Kansas Parts of General Manual Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html)

GM Title 230, Part 406 – National Outreach Policy

Includes Amend. KS10 on KS406.10

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/index.html)


Highlight – State Association of RC&D Councils Annual Meeting and Conserving the Green-Energy Conference


2008 Farm Bill ad added on right side
Kansas Service Center Employees – Kansas ITS (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/service_center/ITS/index.html)


New: Security Guides – Two-Factor Authentication – How to Use your LincPass


XP References – SMS End User Reference Guide
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Outreach (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/outreach.html)


Added link to bilingual newspaper, Opinión

Week of June 23, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS130-8-1, AGN – Retention Policy for Documentary Materials

Kansas Parts of Manuals/Handbooks/User Guides Available on the Kansas Web Site:

(http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ks_supplements/index.html)

National Engineering Manual - Part KS512
Amend. KS66 includes Section KS512.03 (which was previously Section KS512.54 and has been revised)
National Food Security Act Manual – Part KS516

Amend. KS17 which corrects KS516.1, Use of Functional Assessments, B.
Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS homepage (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/)


Highlights – NRCS Flood and Tornado Damage Assistance May Be Available



Fire is the Key Topic at Upcoming Range Schools



USDA Awards $14 Million in Conservation Innovation Grants
Programs – CRP Technical Guidance Documents (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/crp/crp_tech_guidance.html)


New: Technical Guidance #59

Technical Resources – Engineering (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/engineering.html)


Constriction Specification 254, Earthfill, has been revised (the first paragraph in Section 6 is new)

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Management Team Meetings (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/mgt_meetings.html)


New: Minutes form June 17-18, 2008, meeting

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Earth Team (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/earth_team/index.html)


Minutes from April Earth Team Coordinators’ meeting
In eFOTG, the following standards, specifications (if applicable), and statements of work have been added:

· 328, Conservation Crop Rotation

· 381, Silvopasture Establishment

· 655, Forest Trails and landings

· 322, Channel Bank Vegetation

· 512, Pasture and Hay Planting


Week of June 16, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
No new Kansas bulletins this week

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas Service Center Employees – Kansas Information Technology Services (ITS) (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/service_center/ITS/index.html)


Updated: ITS Computer Specialists – County Point of Contact
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB 360-8-44, PER – Emergency Contact Information

All employees are strongly encouraged to populate and maintain emergency contact information in EmpowHR

NB 360-8-45, PER – Protocol for Submitting Inquiries Regarding Human Resources Policies, Procedures, or Regulations

Action due by August 31, 2008

NB 360-8-43, PER – Employee Development: Performance Management in USDA

Announces mandatory completion of the subject training course for targeted supervisors and human resources practitioners.  The course has been added to the appropriate learning plans in AgLearn.  Please refer to the bulletin for further information.

Week of June 9, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
KS300-8-29, LTP – WHIP – Area Funding Distribution

Other Items of Interest:
Kansas NRCS Intranet – Ethics (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/ethics/index.html)


Political Activities
Kansas NRCS Intranet – LincPass Information (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/lincpass.html)


New: LincPass Applicant Mobile Enrollment Guide and Mobile Enrollment Schedule


Employees can expect to receive the sponsorship e-mail about two weeks before the mobile enrollment station is active
National Bulletins (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/)
NB 230-8-14, EOP – 39th National Training Program for Federally Employed Women

Action is required by June 20, 2008. For those requesting attendance, a completed KS-FNM-10 must reach Grace McGrath in the state office by June 19, 2008.

No additional state guidance will be issued on the following National Bulletins:
NB 360-8-42, PER – Restrictions on Political Activity


Week of June 2, 2008
Kansas Bulletins:   http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/directives.html
Action Required Bulletins
KS300-8-28, LTP – EQIP, GSWC, and WHIP – Final FY 2008 Cutoff Date

KS250-8-9, FNM – Implementation of New Travel System – GovTrip

KS270-8-4, IRM – LincPass Introduction and Enrollment Process

Other Items of Interest:
Contact Us (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/)

Updated: Kansas Employee Directory

Kansas NRCS Intranet (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/)


Updated: Kansas State Office Contacts

Kansas NRCS Intranet – Safety and Health (http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/intranet/safety/index.html)


Featured Safety Article – ATV Safety

