Western’s position

Western “will continue to participate and monitor Regional Transmission Organizations (RTO) as they evolve. We need to ensure that any RTO we join will allow us to carry out our mission of serving preference customers with cost-based power. Equally important, we must ensure that any costs linked with creating and operating an RTO are justified by the benefits Western and our customers receive. Joining an RTO must make good business sense." Mike Hacskaylo, Administrator
Standard Market Design

A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) for Standard Market Design was posted for comment on July 31, 2002.  Comments are due January 10, 2003.  The Standard Market Design NOPR mandates that all jurisdictional utilities turn control of their transmission facilities to an Independent Transmission Provider. An RTO could be an Independent Transmission Provider.  The major elements of the Standard Market Design include a single transmission tariff, transmission pricing reform, organized Day-ahead and Real-time spot markets, mitigation of market power, market monitoring, resource adequacy, regional planning process.

For more information visit:  http://www.wapa.gov/dsw/RR/RR.htm
FERC ruled on WestConnect Filing 

On October 10, 2002, FERC ruled on the WestConnect filing for Declaratory Order to form WestConnect RTO, LLC as a Regional Transmission Organization pursuant to Order No. 2000. (Docket No. EL02-9-000.)  This request for Declaratory Order was filed with FERC October 16, 2001, by Arizona Public Service Company, Tucson Electric Power, Public Service Company of New Mexico, and El Paso Electric Company. 

For more information visit: www.westconnectrto.com.
FERC ruled on RTO West 

The filing utilities of RTO West filed for Declaratory Order to form a regional transmission organization on March 29, 2002. (Docket No. RT01-35-005). The filing utilities are Avista Corporation, Bonneville Power Administration, Idaho Power Company, The Montana Power Company, Nevada Power Company, PacifiCorp, Portland General Electric Company, Puget Sound Energy, Inc, and Sierra Pacific power Company.  On September 18, 2002, FERC ruled on the RTO West filing.
For more information visit:  http://128.242.83.219/Stage3_MainPage.htm
FERC Ruled on TRANSLink 

On September 28, 2001, six utilities filed an application with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to create TRANSLink, a for-profit independent transmission company (ITC). (Docket Nos EC01-156-000 and EL01-3154-000.)  The six utilities are Alliant Energy Corporate Services, Inc., MidAmerican Energy Company; Corn Belt Power Cooperative, Nebraska Public Power District, Omaha Public Power District, and Xcel Energy.  Xcel Energy filed on behalf of its operating company affiliates: Northern States Power Company, Public Service Company of Colorado, and Southwestern Public Service Company. 

On April 25, 2002, FERC ruled on TRANSLink filing and approved which functions TRANSLink may perform as an independent transmission company.  

For more information visit:  www.translinktc.com.

CA ISO Filed May 2, 2002

 On May 2, 2002, the California ISO submitted for filing its Comprehensive Market Design Proposal (MD02.

For more information visit:  www.caiso.com
Seams Steering Group – Western Interconnection (SSG-WI)

The SSG-WI serves as the discussion forum for facilitating the creation of a seamless Western Market and for proposing resolutions for issues associated with differences in RTO practices and procedures.  Some of the SSG-WI meetings will be open to aoll interested parties.  The SSG-WI work group meetings are open to all interested parties.  The established work groups are:


Planning


Congestion Management


Pricing Reciprocity


Market Monitoring


Commons Systems Interface Coordination

For more information on the SSG-WI, work groups, and the schedule for all meetings, visit:  http://www.ssg-wi.com
Additional Information

For questions concerning RMR’s involvement in the various RTO activities, contact the Restructuring Managers at 800-472-2306.  For questions concerning specific impacts on you as a customer, please contact Loveland Project Area Rate Manager (800-472-2306) or CRSP Rate Manager (801-524-6380)
