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Salmon Challis National Forest
Middle Fork Ranger District

Middle Fork Complex
Information Update
August 24, 2006

Size: Trail Creek Fire: 12,179 acres; combined acreage of Cub, Woodtick, Soldier, Thomas, Little Soldier, Big Baldy, and Norton Fires: 4949 acres+ (Woodtick Fire was mapped today at 134 acres, Cub Fire’s growth was not mapped).
Start Date: All fires started on August 7, 2006
Cause: Lightning 

Location: Salmon Challis National Forest / Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness; 30 air miles west of Challis, Idaho.
Smoke: Large plumes of smoke were visible on several Middle Fork Complex fires. Health impacts from smoke at this time are possible. Those with health issues should remain indoors as much as possible to minimize exposure to smoke.
Resources:
Northern Rockies Fire Use Management Team; Summit/Buffalo River Fire Use Module (FUM); Strike Team – Engines; University of Montana Fire Intelligence Group; Total personnel: 79
Summary:  New fires as well as previously burning wildland fire use incidents are under consideration for inclusion with the Middle Fork Complex.
For a second day on Wednesday, Trail Creek Fire as well as the Woodtick Fires showed active fire behavior and movement due to winds and low relative humidity. The Trail Creek Fire has crossed Loon Creek at the Diamond D Ranch and Rat Creek at the Loon Creek Guard Station. The fire has moved as far north as Shell Creek. Firefighters continued structure protection around the Diamond D Ranch and Loon Creek Guard Station with contingency plans to burn out around the properties as necessary. The Pinyon Peak Lookout was wrapped and sprinklers for structure protection were turned on at Lost Packer Mine and Right Hand Cabin.
Woodtick Fire was impacted by ridgetop winds and moved north along the drainage above Woodtick Creek. Cub Fire was very smoky, observations could not take place. 
Moderating weather conditions may lessen fire behavior today. There are no Red Flag Warnings or Fire Weather Watches in place for today.
Closure orders are in place around the Trail Creek and Woodtick Fires. The orders can be found at http://www.inciweb.org/incident/412/  and http://www.inciweb.org/incident/419/ respectively. Camas Creek Trail remains open in the vicinity of the Cub Fire.
The Cub, Woodtick, Soldier, Thomas, Little Soldier, Big Baldy, and Norton Fires are being managed as wildland fire use incidents. Wildland Fire Use is the management of naturally ignited fires to achieve resource benefits, where fire is a major component of the ecosystem. Many natural resource values can be enhanced by allowing fire to play its natural role where private property and social values can be protected.
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