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This review is intended to assess the potential utility of content standards for use and potentially for inclusion in an ISO 11179-based metadata registry. The review is directed primarily toward the utility of the standard itself, rather than to matching the standard with specific agency programs. The review covers issues such as the subject area, currency, quality, authority, and acceptance of the standards. These are factors that need to be taken into account no matter what the programmatic application of the standard may be. 
1. Summary

The ECCMA Open Technical Dictionary (eOTD) is a public domain dictionary of cataloging concepts used to create unambiguous, language independent descriptions of individuals, organizations, locations, goods, and services.

Formed in April 1999, the Electronic Commerce Code Management Association has brought together thousands of experts from around the world and provides them a means of working together in the fair, open and extremely fast environment of the Internet to build and maintain the global, open standard dictionaries that are used to unambiguously label information. The existence of these dictionaries of labels allows information to be passed from one computer system to another without losing meaning. 
 
When developing e-commerce initiatives and strategies, most organizations today realize the benefits of open standards for content. These benefits include improved competition, interconnectivity and interoperability. In order to establish a true standard there must be processes and procedures that allow for equal participation among all interested parties. Participating in standards development is one of the best ways to stay informed and to build close relationships with companies around the world. Electronic coding standards touch every business, and everyone can participate in and influence standards development.

2. Identification of Standard

2.1. Title

ECCMA Open Technical Dictionary
2.2. Acronym

eOTD

2.3. Web page(s), Identifier, or Contact Information:

2.3.1 Web page(s)

http://eccma.org/new/cwo/Home/

2.3.2 Identifier

ECCMA eOTD

2.3.3 Contact Information

To contact ECCMA via telephone: 
+ 1 610-861-5990 

To contact ECCMA via fax: 
+ 1 610-861-5992 

To contact ECCMA via mail: 

2980 Linden Street 
Suite E2 
Bethlehem, PA 18017 

For technical or web site related issues contact: 
secretariat@eccma.org 

For password or membership related issues contact: 
membership@eccma.org 

For press related issues contact: 
peter.benson@eccma.org 

For general questions or comments contact: 
info@eccma.org 

Members interested in translating the codes managed by ECCMA contact: 
translations@eccma.org 

For business development and charter membership opportunities please contact: 
peter.benson@eccma.org
2.4 Authority

2.4.1 Creator

Electronic Commerce Code Management Association
2.4.2. Acceptance as authoritative

eOTD availability as open free standard combined with easy to implement XML catalogue formats is fuelling rapid adoption
 2.5 Publisher

Electronic Commerce Code Management Association

The Board of Directors of the Corporation manages, supervises and controls the business, property and affairs of the Corporation. Currently ECCMA has 11 Board Directors. 

Candidates may be proposed by the Nominating Committee or by write-in during the election process. At each election of Directors, those candidates receiving the largest number of votes shall be elected. When there is a vacancy on the Board, the Chairman of the Board of Directors shall appoint a Nominating Committee at least sixty days prior to the Annual Meeting of Members. The purpose of the Nominating Committee is to compile a list of nominees to be elected to the Board of Directors. 

Individuals interested in becoming a Board Director must submit a biography and a brief summary as to why they would like to become a Board Director. This information can be mailed to Peter.Benson@eccma.org, Executive Director.

2.6 Language(s)

English, and others as added by members.


3. Content description

3.1 Subject area of content and area of application


The Electronic Commerce Code Management Association (ECCMA) is a new breed of standards organization focused on satisfying the needs of electronic commerce- the need for true international consensus in real time. Formed in April of 1999, ECCMA has brought together thousands of experts from around the world and provides them a means of working together in the fair, open and extremely fast environment of the Internet to build and maintain the global, open standard dictionaries that are used to unambiguously label information. The existence of these dictionaries of labels allows information to be passed from one computer system to another without losing meaning. 

The registered name of the association is Code Management Association (CMA), but the trading name is Electronic Commerce Code Management Association (ECCMA). The association is registered as a 501(c)(6) corporation. 

Codes managed by ECCMA must be available free to the general public without copyright restrictions. Codes managed by ECCMA are maintained and distributed exclusively over the Internet. 

ECCMA operates under a defined architecture with comprehensive rules and procedures for code development and maintenance. Specifically code development and maintenance must remain an open consensus process and shall not be dominated by a single organization or interest category. Any person or organization with a direct and material interest may participate in the development and maintenance of the codes maintained by the ECCMA. 

ECCMA seeks to collaborate closely with other related standards bodies to avoid any duplication of effort, conflict or confusion that may adversely affect the user community. 

ECCMA will strictly adhere to the highest ethical principles.
3.2 Kind of content

Sample Content:

HAMMER, HAND; STYLE: BRICKLAYER’S; HEAD WEIGHT: 15 OZ; OVERALL LENGTH: 11 in; NOMINAL MATERIAL: STEEL HEAD WITH WOOD HANDLE 
Fruit,fresh; Material: Mango; Color: Red; Unit net weight: 6oz; Size: 15 cm; Count per pack: 9; Pack price: $4.50 

XML Translation:
  <Attribute EGAI="021636" Value="013942" /> 
  <Attribute EGAI="027375" Value="4959" /> 

  <Attribute EGAI="021638" Value="000038" /> 

  <Attribute EGAI="000160" Value="Red" /> 

  <Attribute EGAI="027376" Value="9" /> 

  <Attribute EGAI="027377" Value="6 oz" /> 

  <Attribute EGAI="027378" Value="$4.50" />

   <Attribute EGAI=“001020" Value=“15 cm" />

-<Attribute EGAI="021636" EGAI_Title="Eccma global commodity identifier (EGCI)" Code_value="013942" Text_value="Fresh fruit" />   
-<Attribute EGAI="027375" EGAI_Title="Product number" Code_value="" Text_value="4959" />   

-<Attribute EGAI="021638" EGAI_Title="Eccma global material identifier (EGMI)" Code_value="000038" Text_value="Mango" />   

-<Attribute EGAI="000160" EGAI_Title="Color" Code_value="" Text_value="Red" />   

-<Attribute EGAI="027376" EGAI_Title="Count per pack" Code_value="" Text_value="9" />   

-<Attribute EGAI="027377" EGAI_Title="Unit net weight" Code_value="" Text_value="6 oz" />   

-<Attribute EGAI="027378" EGAI_Title="Pack price" Code_value="" Text_value="$4.50" />  

-<Attribute EGAI="001020" EGAI_Title=“Size" Code_value="" Text_value=“15 cm" />
3.3 Audience(s)

Membership Roles:

Buyers 
• ECCMA will assist in the development and maintenance of eOTD Implementation guides that specify the class, properties and property values required from suppliers. 

• ECCMA will publish the Buyer’s eOTD implementation Guide on the ECCMA website. 

• ECCMA will provide an implementation harmonization report comparing the implementation guide with others. 

• ECCMA will provide an ESN registration report indicating suppliers that are compliant with the buyer’s implementation guide. 

• ECCMA will provide notification of any changes in the eOTD that impact the implementation. 

Manufacturers and suppliers 
• ECCMA will provide NSN proximity and Data Differentiation reports for all part numbers registered in the ESN Registry. 

• ECCMA will provide notification of any changes in the eOTD that impact the items registered in the ESN Registry. 

Cataloguers 
• Opportunity to be listed in the eOTD cataloguer’s register on the ECCMA website with description and hyperlink. 

• Authorization to use ECCMA and eOTD logo in promotional materials. 

• The cataloguer’s name will appear in the ESN registry against all items registered by the cataloguer. 

• Opportunity to present and exhibit at ECCMA events (subject to space availability and participation guidelines). 

Application and service providers (including Website designers and programmers) 
• Opportunity to be listed in the eOTD application and service provider’s register on the ECCMA website with description and hyperlink. 

• Authorization to use ECCMA and eOTD logo in promotional materials. 

• Opportunity to present and exhibit at ECCMA events (subject to space availability and participation guidelines). 

• Referrals. 

• Access to the ECCMA managed point of contact email database (subject to guidelines and conditions of use) for promoting eOTD related applications and services. 

• Ability to request point of contact e-mail research keyword. 

Note: Eccma does not release contact information for members or domain experts. Application and service providers can communicate with members and domain experts by contributing articles to the monthly ECCMA newsletter.
3.4 Related Standards

UNSPSC
Download UNSPSC 

ECCMA UNSPSC Implementation Files: 

ECCMA UNSPSC Audit File: c04012005UNSPSC.zip - 1.33 MB 
· Contains all versions from Feb. 2 1999 to current version

· Contains EGCI

· Contains configuration management


ECCMA UNSPSC Current file: a133UNSPSC.zip - 835 KB 

· Contains only current version

· Contains EGCI


ECCMA UNSPSC Change File: Chg132to133UNSPSC.zip - 27 KB 

UNSPSC from UCC Site: UNSPSCv8_0401_FINAL_PDF.zip - 3.32 MB 

UNSPSC Version Mapping: ECCMA UNSPSC - UCC UNSPSC Version Mapping
See the CMAP “ECCMA Classification Crossmaps.”
3.5 Standards Dependencies

ISO/IEC common dictionary interchange format ISO 13584 (PLIB) under development;

Development of Electronic Open Technical Dictionaries (eOTD);
Has adopted the NCS as its prime basis;

Working with ISO to convert the ECCMA Open Technical Dictionaries into the ISO/IEC common dictionary interchange format (ISO 22745 under TC184/SC4).


Based on a description and a manufacture or supplier name and part number, ECCMA research staff will provide ECCMA members with a fully abstracted catalog to include the identification of the Standard Class Name, the identification of all Properties and the addition of any of the eOTD supported classifications (UNSPSC, e-Class, CPV, HS, NAICS, FCS). 

All items catalogued will be registered in the ESN registry and the catalog will be accompanied by Data Integrity and Data Harmonization reports.

3.6 Content Quality
Data cleansing 
• ECCMA will catalog up to 1,000 descriptions per member per year. 

• Based on a description and a manufacture or supplier name and part number, ECCMA research staff will provide ECCMA members with a fully abstracted catalog to include the identification of the Standard Class Name, the identification of all Properties and the addition of any of the eOTD supported classifications (UNSPSC, e-Class, CPV, HS, NAICS, FCS). 

• All items catalogued will be registered in the ESN registry and the catalog will be accompanied by Data Integrity and Data Harmonization reports. 

• Members will receive automatic notification of eOTD changes that impact any of the registered items. 

Classification cross mapping 
• ECCMA will map a member’s proprietary classification to the eOTD. 

• Based on a catalog and a classification, ECCMA Research staff will add a standard item name to the catalog and create a map from the proprietary classification to any of the eOTD supported classifications (UNSPSC, e-Class, CPV, HS, NAICS, FCS). 

ESN Registry 
• All ECCMA members have access to the ESN registry for both registration and resolution. 

Technical support 
• All ECCMA members have access to ECCMA staff for telephone technical and implementation support. 

• eOTD Audit files downloads and synchronization for implementation and configuration management
4. Currency of Content

4.1 Date

The eOTD is continually updated.

4.2 Versions, Updates

eOTD Catalog builder - V 2.0 (07-24 11:43)
eOTD Catalog Translator - V 2.0 (07-24 11:43)

eOTD Query Builder - V 2.0 (07-24 11:43)

4.3 Currency

eOTD Update
With the next release of the eOTD scheduled for the first week in June, some substantial changes to the eOTD will be made. The new eOTD Core Data Model will be introduced with this release, the files will be downloadable in XML, and TXT formats.
5. Acceptance

Participation from over 1200 members from 47 countries.
6. Content details

6.1 Size statistics (estimated)

EGIS - Table of Item Names 
Also known as Noun Modifiers, Approved Item Names (AIN), Product classes or Product families; a generic concept (good or service) that has a defined list (template) of attributes
(44,000+ items)
EGAS - Table of Attributes
Also know as Master Requirement Code (MRC), properties or characteristics of an item

(27,000+ attributes)

EAVS - Table of Response codes (150,000+ codes)
Used to validate attributes for a given noun qualifier (FIIG)

6.2 Format / Schemas(s)/6.3 Media / Download

eOTD Update
With the next release of the eOTD scheduled for the first week in June, some substantial changes to the eOTD will be made. The new eOTD Core Data Model will be introduced with this release, the files will be downloadable in XML, and TXT formats.
6.4 Licensing Issues

The ECCMA Open Technical Dictionary contains copyright material. The copyright is designed to protect the integrity of the work of the ECCMA membership.

You are hereby granted a free license to use, copy and distribute this material in full or in part on condition that (1) you do not change the material and (2) you include this notice in any redistribution of the files. Your free license includes the right to incorporate the material in your product without attribution but you must not plagiarize the material by claiming it as your own work product.

6.5 Documentation

eOTD Administration Model Database

eOTD Architecture and Naming Conventions

eOTD Catalog Builder Functional Specifications
 eOTD Core Model Database

eOTD Query Builder Functional Specification

eOTD Readme File

eOTD Synchronizer Functional Specification

eOTD Translator Functional Specification

