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Environmental Protection Agency § 745.85 

§ 745.85 Work practice standards. 
(a) Standards for renovation activities. 

Renovations must be performed by cer-
tified firms using certified renovators 
as directed in § 745.89. The responsibil-
ities of certified firms are set forth in 
§ 745.89(d) and the responsibilities of 
certified renovators are set forth in 
§ 745.90(b). 

(1) Occupant protection. Firms must 
post signs clearly defining the work 
area and warning occupants and other 
persons not involved in renovation ac-
tivities to remain outside of the work 
area. To the extent practicable, these 
signs must be in the primary language 
of the occupants. These signs must be 
posted before beginning the renovation 
and must remain in place and readable 
until the renovation and the post-ren-
ovation cleaning verification have been 
completed. If warning signs have been 
posted in accordance with 24 CFR 
35.1345(b)(2) or 29 CFR 1926.62(m), addi-
tional signs are not required by this 
section. 

(2) Containing the work area. Before 
beginning the renovation, the firm 
must isolate the work area so that no 
dust or debris leaves the work area 
while the renovation is being per-
formed. In addition, the firm must 
maintain the integrity of the contain-
ment by ensuring that any plastic or 
other impermeable materials are not 
torn or displaced, and taking any other 
steps necessary to ensure that no dust 
or debris leaves the work area while 
the renovation is being performed. The 
firm must also ensure that contain-
ment is installed in such a manner that 
it does not interfere with occupant and 
worker egress in an emergency. 

(i) Interior renovations. The firm 
must: 

(A) Remove all objects from the work 
area, including furniture, rugs, and 
window coverings, or cover them with 
plastic sheeting or other impermeable 
material with all seams and edges 
taped or otherwise sealed. 

(B) Close and cover all ducts opening 
in the work area with taped-down plas-
tic sheeting or other impermeable ma-
terial. 

(C) Close windows and doors in the 
work area. Doors must be covered with 
plastic sheeting or other impermeable 
material. Doors used as an entrance to 

the work area must be covered with 
plastic sheeting or other impermeable 
material in a manner that allows work-
ers to pass through while confining 
dust and debris to the work area. 

(D) Cover the floor surface, including 
installed carpet, with taped-down plas-
tic sheeting or other impermeable ma-
terial in the work area 6 feet beyond 
the perimeter of surfaces undergoing 
renovation or a sufficient distance to 
contain the dust, whichever is greater. 

(E) Use precautions to ensure that all 
personnel, tools, and other items, in-
cluding the exteriors of containers of 
waste, are free of dust and debris before 
leaving the work area. 

(ii) Exterior renovations. The firm 
must: 

(A) Close all doors and windows with-
in 20 feet of the renovation. On multi- 
story buildings, close all doors and 
windows within 20 feet of the renova-
tion on the same floor as the renova-
tion, and close all doors and windows 
on all floors below that are the same 
horizontal distance from the renova-
tion. 

(B) Ensure that doors within the 
work area that will be used while the 
job is being performed are covered with 
plastic sheeting or other impermeable 
material in a manner that allows work-
ers to pass through while confining 
dust and debris to the work area. 

(C) Cover the ground with plastic 
sheeting or other disposable imper-
meable material extending 10 feet be-
yond the perimeter of surfaces under-
going renovation or a sufficient dis-
tance to collect falling paint debris, 
whichever is greater, unless the prop-
erty line prevents 10 feet of such 
ground covering. 

(D) In certain situations, the renova-
tion firm must take extra precautions 
in containing the work area to ensure 
that dust and debris from the renova-
tion does not contaminate other build-
ings or other areas of the property or 
migrate to adjacent properties. 

(3) Prohibited and restricted practices. 
The work practices listed below shall 
be prohibited or restricted during a 
renovation as follows: 

(i) Open-flame burning or torching of 
lead-based paint is prohibited. 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 00:51 Aug 27, 2008 Jkt 214171 PO 00000 Frm 00597 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\214171.XXX 214171jb
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

61
 w

ith
 C

F
R



588 

40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–08 Edition) § 745.85 

(ii) The use of machines that remove 
lead-based paint through high speed op-
eration such as sanding, grinding, 
power planing, needle gun, abrasive 
blasting, or sandblasting, is prohibited 
unless such machines are used with 
HEPA exhaust control. 

(iii) Operating a heat gun on lead- 
based paint is permitted only at tem-
peratures below 1100 degrees Fahr-
enheit. 

(4) Waste from renovations—(i) Waste 
from renovation activities must be 
contained to prevent releases of dust 
and debris before the waste is removed 
from the work area for storage or dis-
posal. If a chute is used to remove 
waste from the work area, it must be 
covered. 

(ii) At the conclusion of each work 
day and at the conclusion of the ren-
ovation, waste that has been collected 
from renovation activities must be 
stored under containment, in an enclo-
sure, or behind a barrier that prevents 
release of dust and debris out of the 
work area and prevents access to dust 
and debris. 

(iii) When the firm transports waste 
from renovation activities, the firm 
must contain the waste to prevent re-
lease of dust and debris. 

(5) Cleaning the work area. After the 
renovation has been completed, the 
firm must clean the work area until no 
dust, debris or residue remains. 

(i) Interior and exterior renovations. 
The firm must: 

(A) Collect all paint chips and debris 
and, without dispersing any of it, seal 
this material in a heavy-duty bag. 

(B) Remove the protective sheeting. 
Mist the sheeting before folding it, fold 
the dirty side inward, and either tape 
shut to seal or seal in heavy-duty bags. 
Sheeting used to isolate contaminated 
rooms from non-contaminated rooms 
must remain in place until after the 
cleaning and removal of other sheeting. 
Dispose of the sheeting as waste. 

(ii) Additional cleaning for interior ren-
ovations. The firm must clean all ob-
jects and surfaces in the work area and 
within 2 feet of the work area in the 
following manner, cleaning from high-
er to lower: 

(A) Walls. Clean walls starting at the 
ceiling and working down to the floor 

by either vacuuming with a HEPA vac-
uum or wiping with a damp cloth. 

(B) Remaining surfaces. Thoroughly 
vacuum all remaining surfaces and ob-
jects in the work area, including fur-
niture and fixtures, with a HEPA vacu-
um. The HEPA vacuum must be 
equipped with a beater bar when 
vacuuming carpets and rugs. 

(C) Wipe all remaining surfaces and 
objects in the work area, except for 
carpeted or upholstered surfaces, with 
a damp cloth. Mop uncarpeted floors 
thoroughly, using a mopping method 
that keeps the wash water separate 
from the rinse water, such as the 2- 
bucket mopping method, or using a wet 
mopping system. 

(b) Standards for post-renovation clean-
ing verification—(1) Interiors. (i) A cer-
tified renovator must perform a visual 
inspection to determine whether dust, 
debris or residue is still present. If 
dust, debris or residue is present, these 
conditions must be removed by re- 
cleaning and another visual inspection 
must be performed. 

(ii) After a successful visual inspec-
tion, a certified renovator must: 

(A) Verify that each windowsill in 
the work area has been adequately 
cleaned, using the following procedure. 

(1) Wipe the windowsill with a wet 
disposable cleaning cloth that is damp 
to the touch. If the cloth matches or is 
lighter than the cleaning verification 
card, the windowsill has been ade-
quately cleaned. 

(2) If the cloth does not match and is 
darker than the cleaning verification 
card, re-clean the windowsill as di-
rected in paragraphs (a)(5)(ii)(B) and 
(a)(5)(ii)(C) of this section, then either 
use a new cloth or fold the used cloth 
in such a way that an unused surface is 
exposed, and wipe the surface again. If 
the cloth matches or is lighter than 
the cleaning verification card, that 
windowsill has been adequately 
cleaned. 

(3) If the cloth does not match and is 
darker than the cleaning verification 
card, wait for 1 hour or until the sur-
face has dried completely, whichever is 
longer. 

(4)After waiting for the windowsill to 
dry, wipe the windowsill with a dry dis-
posable cleaning cloth. After this wipe, 
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the windowsill has been adequately 
cleaned. 

(B) Wipe uncarpeted floors and 
countertops within the work area with 
a wet disposable cleaning cloth. Floors 
must be wiped using anapplication de-
vice with a long handle and a head to 
which the cloth is attached. The cloth 
must remain damp at all times while it 
is being used to wipe the surface for 
post-renovation cleaning verification. 
If the surface within the work area is 
greater than 40 square feet, the surface 
within the work area must be divided 
into roughly equal sections that are 
each less than 40 square feet. Wipe each 
such section separately with a new wet 
disposable cleaning cloth. If the cloth 
used to wipe each section of the surface 
within the work area matches the 
cleaning verification card, the surface 
has been adequately cleaned. 

(1) If the cloth used to wipe a par-
ticular surface section does not match 
the cleaning verification card, re-clean 
that section of the surface as directed 
in paragraphs (a)(5)(ii)(B) and 
(a)(5)(ii)(C) of this section, then use a 
new wet disposable cleaning cloth to 
wipe that section again. If the cloth 
matches the cleaning verification card, 
that section of the surface has been 
adequately cleaned. 

(2) If the cloth used to wipe a par-
ticular surface section does not match 
the cleaning verification card after the 
surface has been re-cleaned, wait for 1 
hour or until the entire surface within 
the work area has dried completely, 
whichever is longer. 

(3) After waiting for the entire sur-
face within the work area to dry, wipe 
each section of the surface that has not 
yet achieved post-renovation cleaning 
verification with a dry disposable 
cleaning cloth. After this wipe, that 
section of the surface has been ade-
quately cleaned. 

(iii) When the work area passes the 
post-renovation cleaning verification, 
remove the warning signs. 

(2) Exteriors. A certified renovator 
must perform a visual inspection to de-
termine whether dust, debris or residue 
is still present on surfaces in and below 
the work area, including windowsills 
and the ground. If dust, debris or res-
idue is present, these conditions must 
be eliminated and another visual in-

spection must be performed. When the 
area passes the visual inspection, re-
move the warning signs. 

(c) Optional dust clearance testing. 
Cleaning verification need not be per-
formed if the contract between the ren-
ovation firm and the person con-
tracting for the renovation or another 
Federal, State, Territorial, Tribal, or 
local law or regulation requires: 

(1) The renovation firm to perform 
dust clearance sampling at the conclu-
sion of a renovation covered by this 
subpart. 

(2) The dust clearance samples are re-
quired to be collected by a certified in-
spector, risk assessor or dust sampling 
technician. 

(3) The renovation firm is required to 
re-clean the work area until the dust 
clearance sample results are below the 
clearance standards in § 745.227(e)(8) or 
any applicable State, Territorial, Trib-
al, or local standard. 

(d) Activities conducted after post-ren-
ovation cleaning verification. Activities 
that do not disturb paint, such as ap-
plying paint to walls that have already 
been prepared, are not regulated by 
this subpart if they are conducted after 
post-renovation cleaning verification 
has been performed. 

[73 FR 21761, Apr. 22, 2008] 

§ 745.86 Recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements. 

(a) Firms performing renovations 
must retain and, if requested, make 
available to EPA all records necessary 
to demonstrate compliance with this 
subpart for a period of 3 years fol-
lowing completion of the renovation. 
This 3–year retention requirement does 
not supersede longer obligations re-
quired by other provisions for retaining 
the same documentation, including any 
applicable State or Tribal laws or regu-
lations. 

(b) Records that must be retained 
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall include (where applicable): 

(1) Reports certifying that a deter-
mination had been made by an inspec-
tor (certified pursuant to either Fed-
eral regulations at § 745.226 or an EPA- 
authorized State or Tribal certification 
program) that lead-based paint is not 
present on the components affected by 
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