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Law Office of John J. Tormey III, Esq.

John J. Tormey III, PLLC

217 East 86th Street, PMB 221

New York, NY  10028  USA

(212) 410-4142 (phone)

(212) 410-2380 (fax)

e-mail: brightline@att.net

Quiet Rockland - No New Flights Over Rockland County, NY
John J. Tormey III, Esq.

P.O. Box 918

Pearl River, NY  10965  USA

(845) 735-9691 (phone)

Saturday, March 29, 2008

VIA FAX: 1-202-493–2251; and U.S. MAIL (with self-addressed stamped postcard)

Docket Operations, U.S. Department of Transportation
M–30, Room W12–140
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.
Washington, DC 20590–0001 USA

Re: 
Docket Number: FAA–2008–0221 

Operating Limitations at Newark Liberty International Airport

I am an attorney in New York; a co-founder of community group “Quiet Rockland”; and a resident of Rockland County, New York since 1999.

On behalf of the many thousands of Rockland County, NY citizens and others who are members of Quiet Rockland, as their names and identities are indicated as petition-signatories on multiple documents currently posted at the Internet website located at the URL of “http://tinyurl.com/3yd9em”:
We SUPPORT the proposed Newark Airport Flight Caps (“Flight Caps”, or “Caps”).
We SUPPORT the imposition of Operating Limitations at Newark Liberty International Airport in Newark, NJ (“Newark Airport”, or “EWR”).
 

Additionally, Quiet Rockland strongly contends that if and when the proposed Caps are implemented at Newark Airport, this action would in turn vitiate any otherwise-claimed the need for the disastrous NY/NJ/PHL Airspace Redesign (“Redesign”) currently proposed by the FAA that threatens the safety, health and quality of life of all of us 47,000 residents of Orangetown, 300,000 residents of Rockland County, NY, and 30,000,000 residents of the northeast. We support the Caps. And we are dead-set AGAINST the FAA charade known as the Redesign.
The FAA, and, to quote Congressman Oberstar, the FAA’s “cozy” aeromercantile affiliates, have perpetrated a greedily-minded scam upon us, and we are not going to stand for it.

Every single airport has physical limitations – in terms of runway footage, in terms of its number of air traffic controller personnel, in terms of equipment, and in many other respects. 
The FAA is SUPPOSED to be an objective regulator of aviation in this country. The FAA is SUPPOSED to protect the country’s citizens from harm – including, by federal law, people on the ground. 
49 United States Code §40103(b)(2) reads, in relevant part:

“The Administrator [of the Federal Aviation Administration] shall prescribe air traffic regulations on the flight of aircraft (including regulations on safe altitudes) for -- ...(B) protecting individuals and property on the ground” [Emphasis added].

The FAA is SUPPOSED to, among other things, ensure that the airline companies do not act as economic predators at the expense of our safety and health, while seeking to exceed the physical limitations of airports and airspace.

Yet this current failed regime of “Bobby” Sturgell’s FAA has wholly abdicated the regulatory function which it is required to uphold pursuant to federal law. The FAA is a lawless arrogant rogue agency that harms me and my fellow citizens. The Sturgell FAA does not regulate. All this Sturgell FAA does is self-deal so as to make sure that they will each have paychecks in the civil sector on the way out. That’s disgusting and reprehensible. It’s also criminal.
A few years ago, Newark Airport was running approximately 80 operations per hour. 
Then, to paraphrase the lyrics of Starbuck’s “Moonlight Feels Right”, (see “http://www.TheHappyHarbor.com”), the FAA winked and gave the airlines their O.K. In collaboration with their private sector aero-buddies at the airline companies, many of whom will become their paymasters once this failed regime of the FAA is thrown out like the trash they are, the FAA agreed to look the other way while Newark Airport operations were artificially jacked-up by airline company collusion to about 100 operations an hour. 
That is a huge and dramatic increment.
The aero-publicists working for airlines and the FAA were told to spin a story. “Tell the public and the media”, said the FAA, “that the increased number of flights resulted from increased demand. Blame the travelers. Blame the victims.” 
This aero-publicist bubble, in the words of Chief Wild Eagle of F-Troop, was simply BALLOON!!! It was a flat LIE. One only need examine the flight statistics of the past few years out of Newark, to see planes being flown at 20%, 30%, 40%, and 50% capacity.  Demand hasn’t significantly increased. Rather, simply the numbers of planes and flights were increased, including a lot of new small light craft inbound from regional airports nearby, and that was a product of collusive manipulation by FAA and the airlines.
This rapacious collaboration of FAA and the airlines had but one objective – to keep more planes in the air per unit time. 100 per hour, rather than 80 per hour. More planes. More money for them. And they would all get bonuses. And they would all cash out. Just like “Made” Marion Blakey immediately cashed out with a civil-sector job, as soon as she departed the FAA in disgrace as a failed administrator. She was a publicist who ran the FAA. She was the airlines’ private dancer when in office. So too is her successor “Bobby” Sturgell. He’s now the new aero-private dancer. They have no shame.
Once the artificially-inflated number of flights was instituted, of COURSE the physical limitations of airports like Newark could not adequately handle the increment. That put the flying public and people on the ground at physical risk of grievous physical injury and even death. For that, the FAA and the airlines should be held criminally accountable. This is where the GAO Audit, federal litigations, and FBI and Congressional investigations should and will weigh-in.
As part of a publicist-orchestrated strategy, the FAA and the airline mercantilists then started leaking stories to the media about how crowded and congested the airspace was, and how horrible this was for the flying public. That, they thought, then gave them their excuse to then try to cram-down an “Airspace Redesign” on residents of the northeast – without giving us any due process or real notice or opportunity to be heard. The Redesign threatens to destroy our homes, property values, lives, safety, livelihoods, health, quiet enjoyment, peace of mind, and American way of life. Yet the congestion problem was purposefully-created and artificially-manipulated upwards by the FAA and the airline companies themselves. This was ALL a set-up and now EVERYONE knows it.
Additionally, the FAA often touts the Airspace Redesign as 9 or 10 years in the making. What the FAA never tells anyone, however, is the fact that, in its inception, the Airspace Redesign wasn’t even conceived as a method to increase airline efficiency! Rather, the Airspace Redesign was started by NY-area air traffic controllers years ago, as part of an economic turf-war with “rival” ATCs in the Boston area. At that point in history, ATCs were in part compensated based upon the volume of air traffic they moved – a scary thought. The NY-area ATCs figured that if they could keep more planes in the NY-area airspace per unit time, they would be better-compensated. Quiet Rockland and others now have on tap the documents and PowerPoint materials to prove this - and the FAA is in for a rude, perjurious, and contempt-ridden awakening if they try to attest otherwise in the 13 federal court litigations or GAO Audit currently pending as against FAA’s proposed Redesign.
Thankfully, ATCs are no longer really compensated on this “contingent-fee” type of basis. And now, virtually every ATC in the northeast has opined that the Airspace Redesign is risky, dangerous, harmful, and un-implementable. We stand in solidarity with the ATCs. And they with us.
All the Newark Airport flight caps do, is turn back the hands of time to that period a few years ago, prior to the FAA and the airlines coming up with their above-described “clever” scam. But the beauty of this is, the FAA and the airline companies are nowhere near as intelligent as they think that they are. Not any of them.
Just like the many omniscient eye-in-the-sky hero air traffic controllers who have gladly furnished me and many other Rockland County residents the real truth of the FAA’s criminal pattern of malfeasance - in the words of Roger Daltrey, this is my closing message, for now, to the FAA and the USDOT:

“I know you’ve deceived me, now here’s a surprise

I know that you have ‘cause there’s magic in my eyes

I can see for miles and miles and miles and miles and miles

Oh yeah

If you think that I don’t know about the little tricks you play

And never see you when deliberately you put things in my way

Well, here’s a poke at you

You’re gonna choke on it too

You’re gonna lose that smile

Because all the while

I can see for miles and miles

I can see for miles and miles

I can see for miles and miles and miles and miles and miles

Oh yeah”.
 

Cordially,
John J. Tormey III, Esq. 

Quiet Rockland - No New Flights Over Rockland County, NY
Pearl River, Rockland County, New York
cc: 
VIA ELECTRONIC POSTING

http://www.regulations.gov/fdmspublic/component/main?main=SubmitComment&o=09000064803fc37b
Distribution - Those Interested In Aviation Safety, And Defeating The FAA’s “NY/NJ/PHL Airspace Redesign”

ALL U.S. SENATORS, ALL U.S. REPRESENTATIVES, THE GAO, OTHER FEDERAL OFFICIALS, STATE OFFICIALS, COUNTY OFFICIALS, TOWN OFFICIALS, LAWYERS, CITIZENS, BUSINESSES, GROUPS, NEWS MEDIA, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CLERGY, EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS, OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES, WORLD LEADERS, U.S.-FRIENDLY COUNTRIES AND THEIR EMBASSIES, WORLD LEADERS; AND FAA AND NASA PERSONNEL. (Lists Are Attached To The Mailed Hard-Copy Of This Memo)
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