January 2007 P2 Conference Call

18 January 2007
1. Sandia National Laboratories/CA Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) Process Overview – Janet Harris, 925-294-3803, jsharri@sandia.gov 

The charter of the Safety, Health, and Environmental Appraisal Committee (SHEAC) of Sandia National Laboratories/CA requires that new or changing processes and/or experiments be evaluated by the Interdisciplinary Team (IDT) to determine if the involvement of other parties is required as the process or experiment moves forward. Proponents of a new or changing process or experiment describe it via the IDT Evaluation Request form and indicate what equipment, chemicals, or radioactive materials will be used and what emissions and/or waste will be generated.  During one of its weekly meetings, the IDT meets with the proponent, reviews the Evaluation Request Form, and discusses what organizations need to be involved in undertaking the process or experiment.  The discussion items are then recorded on the Attendance and Project Review Form and presented to the proponent within two days of the IDT meeting.
The IDT reviewed over 160 processes or experiments in 2004 and approximately 110 in each of the last two years. Initially developed in 1991 to streamline the development of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents, IDT became mandatory for all new projects and programs and major changes to existing projects and programs by 1998. Management support has been key to the IDT’s success and functioning. 

2.  Pollution Prevention (P2) at Fermi – Eric Mieland, 630-840-2248, Mieland@fnal.gov 
Fermi’s P2 program was described in terms of its procedural and its practical elements.  Procedurally, P2 is integrated in Fermi’s EMS and its ES&H Manual which is on-line.  Fermi is also incorporating P2 as it completes the ISO 14001 certification process.  
Practically, P2 is implemented systematically through the Environmental Protection Subcommittee of the Lab Safety Committee; the subcommittee is comprised of representatives of the Lab’s 10 major organizations. Fermi communication channels, such as Fermilab Today, the daily newsletter, are also practical methods to promote P2 through articles describing P2 opportunities and success stories. An example of P2 outreach was the contest, promoted in Fermilab Today, to provide the existing “green guy” icon with a new name. Over 600 respondents suggested names with the winner being “Seymour Green” and his “It Matters” motto.  A very fitting motto for an organization devoted to high energy physics.  (see Mr. Seymour Green at the end of these notes) 
3.  EMS Reporting – Steve Woodbury, 202-586-4371, Steven.Woodbury@eh.doe.gov
Site EMS data and comments submitted through FedCenter are in the process of being analyzed to identify trends and/or the characteristics of strong- and weak-performing EMSs.  PSOs have received spreadsheets of the EMS data for sites under their purview.  EMS points of contact at each site have received a green, yellow, or red ranking based on site responses to the EMS survey questions.  The EMS survey questions will be asked again for FY07.
4.  OMB Scorecard; Draft EO – Strengthening Federal  Environmental, Energy, & Transportation Management – Jane Powers, 202-586-7301, Jane.Powers@eh.doe.gov 

In February DOE will receive its Environmental Stewardship Scorecard from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). OMB will rate DOE’s performance on the following metrics:  EMS, green purchasing, sustainable design/green buildings, electronic stewardship, and compliance management plan.
The Administration released a third version of its proposed new Executive Order (EO) that merges many of the requirements of EO 13101, 13123, 13148, 13134, 13149, and 13221.  There is no information on when the final EO will be released. 
5.  P2 Tracking & Reporting System – Don Lentzen, 202-586-7428, Donald.Lentzen@hq.doe.gov)
The reported P2 data are now being analyzed and the P2 reporting process is being evaluated.  Don will make personal contacts with site personnel to discuss the findings and identify issues, concerns, and opportunities.

6.  Federal Electronics Challenge (FEC) – Jeff Eagan, 202 586-4598 Jeff.Eagan@hq.doe.gov
Over 333 computers and monitors manufactured by 13 companies have been EPEAT certified.  More EPEAT information is available at http://www.epeat.net/ .
The 3rd Annual Federal Electronics Stewardship Conference will be held on February 6-7, 2007, at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, MD. The conference addresses important and timely topics related to greening electronics procurement, extending the useful life of electronics and reducing their impact during use, and best managing equipment at end-of-life. More information on the conference is available at http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/3rdstewardshipconf/index.htm. 

The deadline for the FEC awards is 31 January 2007 for activities conducted in calendar year 2006.  Jeff offered his assistance in completing the award nomination forms which are available at http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/recognition.htm 
The regulation on cathode ray tube recycling takes effect soon.  A regulatory bulletin describing the rule will be released shortly.
The FEC Electronic Reuse and Recycling Challenge started on 15 November 2006 and ends on 15 March 2007. In last year’s competition, DOE was responsible for 20 – 25% of the electronics recycled by the federal government. At this point only 7 DOE sites are involved in the Challenge as opposed to the 11 that participated in last year’s Challenge. As a reminder, reuse of electronic equipment counts toward the Challenge totals.  The simplified registration process is available at
     http://www.federalelectronicschallenge.net/.
7. Pantex Moratorium Pilot Project Update  –  Craig Snider, 806 477 5906, csnider@pantex.doe.gov  

Pantex and HQ are still resolving the issue of whether metals with tritium will be included in the Pantex pilot protocol for releasing uncontaminated scrap metal. The pilot program has not yet started.
Seymour Green:  Fermi’s Newly Named Icon
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