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strengthening our resolve. In these past
months, communities across the nation have
developed a new found respect for those who
dedicate their careers to protecting our fami-
lies and our communities. I am honored to join
the Woodbridge Fathers Baseball League and
the Woodbridge community in extending my
deepest thanks and appreciation to the
Woodbridge Volunteer Fire Department. Their
commitment and unparalleled courage make a
real difference in our community.

Celebrating thirty years of prosperity and
fun, it is with my sincere thanks that I join the
Woodbridge community in congratulating the
Woodbridge Fathers Baseball League on their
30th Anniversary. From your first president,
Tony Malafronte, to the current president
Dwight Rowland, this organization has left an
indelible mark on this community.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
detained for rollcall No. 117, H.R. 169, the No-
tification and Federal Employee Antidiscrimi-
nation and Retaliation Act of 2002 (Concur in
Senate Amendment). Had I been present I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 118, S. 2248, the Export-Import Bank Ex-
tension Act. Had I been present I would have
voted ‘‘yea.’’

I was also unavoidably detained for rollcall
No. 119, H. Con. Res. 386, Supporting a Na-
tional Charter Schools Week. Had I been
present I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
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AMERICAN SAMOA MEDICAID
PROGRAM

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA
OF AMERICAN SAMOA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce a bill to provide American
Samoa with treatment under the medicaid pro-
gram similar to that provided to States.

American Samoa receives only about $3
million annually in medicaid reimbursement.
Each year, American Samoa’s expenditures
exceed its federal fiscal ceiling. For example,
in FY 2000, Medicaid expenditures were
$4,909,677, or $1,709,677 over ceiling. Al-
though Congress adjusts the federal fiscal
ceiling annually for the states based on the
percentage change in the medical care com-
ponent of the consumer price index for the
preceding year ending in March, this adjust-
ment has very little relation to the needs of
American Samoa.

The fact of the matter is American Samoa
pays a higher federal match than 40 other
states yet the per capita income in American
Samoa is less that $4,500 per year. More than
56% of the population lives below the poverty
level. All on-island heath care is provided by
the LBJ Tropical Medical Center.

Construction of the LBJ medical center was
completed in 1967. The in-patient wards have

not been renovated since this time. The pa-
tient wards have no air conditioning. Bathroom
and washroom facilities are inadequate and
many of these wards do not even meet fire
safety codes and ADA standards and require-
ments.

In order to meet fire safety codes and ADA
standards, the LBJ Tropical Medical Center is
in need of upgrading or installing restrooms,
medical air, medical vacuums, piped oxygen,
proper lighting, a nurse call system, a fire
sprinkler system, and sufficient electrical out-
lets for medical equipment.

However, the LBJ Tropical Medical Center
does not operate at a profit and is consistently
strapped for funds because every year med-
icaid expenditures exceed the federal fiscal
ceiling. Mr. Speaker, I am not asking for mil-
lions of dollars to address the inequity that
currently exists in the way we provide for the
medicaid needs of American Samoa.

I am simply asking that the federal ceiling
for American Samoa be raised to $10 million.
I am also asking that the calculations used to
determine the federal match for the states be
applied to American Samoa. Currently, our
federal match is fixed at 50%. Year after year
we’re at 50% with no thought or review or
consideration by Congress to adjust this
match to more adequately address our needs.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for the U.S. Congress
to take this issue seriously. The bill I have put
forth is a fair and reasonable approach to pro-
vide for the health care needs of low-income
residents in American Samoa. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.
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AND ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

honor of Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month. The month of May marks the 25th year
in which we honor the accomplishments and
struggles of the Asian Pacific American com-
munity in this great nation.

I am proud that the region I represent in
Congress is a diverse one and is home to
many people of Asian Pacific heritage. So
many constituents have distinguished them-
selves through their accomplishments in edu-
cation, business, medicine and science, and
other forms of public and private sector in-
volvement, and through a strong successful
family life. To commemorate Asian Pacific
Heritage Month, I would like to highlight the
remarkable accomplishments of an organiza-
tion in my Congressional district, committed to
supporting and inspiring change in the area of
civic participation for the Chinese American
and Asian American communities.

Cause-Vision 21, established in 1993, is
dedicated to advancing the political empower-
ment of the Chinese American and Asian
American communities through voter edu-
cation, community outreach and leadership
development. They have established dynamic
and innovative programs designed to in-
creases awareness and access to the political
process.

Once such program, the Chinese American
Student Internship Coalition (CASIC), cele-

brating its tenth year, provides Chinese Amer-
ican college students with the opportunity to
gain hands-on experience with the political
process and a deeper understanding of issues
important to the Chinese American commu-
nity. By being placed in a legislative office,
each student is given an opportunity to be-
come more aware of current legislative initia-
tives being debated in California’s State Legis-
lature.

Along with CASIC, Cause-Vision 21 offers a
number of community forums on a broad
range of issues, voter registration drives, and
get-out-the-vote efforts. Due to their efforts,
the political awareness of the Chinese Amer-
ican community has risen exponentially and
the voter registration of this group has grown
considerably since the organization’s incep-
tion.

I ask all Members of Congress to join me in
honoring Cause-Vision 21, an organization
striving to ensure that Asian Americans have
a strong voice in the democratic process.
Their efforts on behalf of the community have
been extraordinary.
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TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINE AND ORAL
EDWARDS

HON. MARION BERRY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2002

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to two great American citizens, and
I am proud to recognize Christine and Oral
Edwards in the Congress for their invaluable
contributions and service to Arkansas on the
occasion of their fiftieth wedding anniversary.

Chris, the daughter of Frank and Effie Aus-
tin of Blytheville, and Oral, the son of Jesse
and Grace Edwards, were married on May 11,
1952 at the First Baptist Church in Blytheville,
AR by Reverend David McPeak. The story of
their meeting is practically lifted from the
pages of a Hollywood movie script.

They met in the summer of 1951 when
Chris was home from Southwestern College
and working at Farmer’s Bank and Trust in
Blytheville. A friend of hers had told her about
Oral, and she wanted to meet him. She knew
that he worked at the grocery store on Satur-
days, so she went to shop with her parents
one Saturday.

Oral ended up carrying out her family’s gro-
ceries to the car. When he turned to go back
in the store, she called out his name. When
he turned around, she knew it was him, and
she invited him to go to church with her. He
didn’t go, but later called for a date. They
dated for about a year and decided to get
married. They had no money and no car.
Friends chipped in to help with the wedding
arrangement, and they had a beautiful wed-
ding. The rest as they say is history.

The Edwardses have two children and six
grandchildren. Steve, their first born, lives in
Marianna with his wife, Laura. Steve and
Laura have three children. Ashley, the oldest,
lives in Maumelle with her husband Paul
Rowton. Leigh is a student at Arkansas State
University, and Steve, Jr., the youngest, is a
first grader at Lee Academy.

Susan, their daughter, lives in Memphis,
Tennessee with her husband, Dr. Jim
DeRossitt. Susan and Jim also have three
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