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For the ethanol industry that employs the dry mill process, a large proportion of the profit is tied up in the processing and sale of distillers dried grains (DDGs).  The value of DDGs has decreased over time from $0.09 per pound to $0.04 per pound.  Recently there has been interest in the extraction of steryl ferulate esters “oryzanols” from corn fiber.  The extraction of oryzanols from DDGs could potentially provide a high value product to improve the profitability of dry mill facilities.  DDGs, from a commercial dry mill facility were extracted by a variety of processes and the yield of oil and oryzanols were compared with values in the literature and with the yield of oil and oryzanols extracted from fiber obtained from a wet mill facility.  Hexane extraction of DDGs yielded 0.036 % oryzanols and 9.9 % crude oil compared to the recovery of 0.15 % oryzanols and 3.8 % crude oil from wet mill corn fiber.  Ethanol extraction of DDGs yielded 0.034 % oryzanols and 10.7 % crude oil.  In addition the ethanol extraction also provides a method to recover glycerol from DDGs. 

