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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

100-102 MONROE AVENUE <(Commercial Building’ HABS No.

Location:

Present
Owner:

Present
Qccupant:

Present Uge:

Significance:

100-102 Monroe Avenue
Detroit

Wayne County

Michigan

U.5.G6.8. Detroit. Michigan Guadranqla
UTM: 17.331500.46886800

Community and Economic
Developmrent Department
City of Detroit

150 Michigan Avenue
Datroit, Michigan 48226

None
None

The building at 100-102 Monroe is a turn of the
century brick commercial building and an example
of the early work of the Detroit architecta .
Frank G. Baxter and Henry A. 0’Dell. Originally
huilt as the Star Theater in 1907, it served aa
the home of the Theatre Royale and the Royal
Theater between 1908 and 1922. Thia wasa one of
first theatera to open in Detroit’s Monroe
Avenue theater diatrict and enjoyed the benef;ts[
of a prominant corner location in one af
Detroit’as bualilegt commercial diatricta.

MI-330
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical Hiatory

1.

2.

Datae of erection: 1907

Architects: Frank G. Baxter and Henry A. 0’Dell.
Henry A. 0O’Dell waa born in Detreoit in 1873, began.
working as an architect in 1902, and shortly - -
thereafter formed a partnership with Frank G. Baxter..ﬂ
In sddition to the Star Theater (1907) st 100-102
Monrce, Baxter & 0’Dell daesigned the Mirth Theater
(1906) on Eaat Jefferaon Avenue in Detroit. Thia
architectural firm also deaigned numerous residencea.
and commercisl buildinga. In 1915, aa the firm of
Baxter, 0’Dell, and Halpin, they deaigned the 8- atory'
raed terra cotta, Sullivsnesque-atyle, T.B. Rayl Company
Building at Woodward and Grand River Avenuea in
Detroit, their beat-known local work.

Original and subsequent owners: The following is an
incomplate chain of title to the land on which the :
structure standa. Reference ia to the Clerk’as Offlce
of the County of Wayne, Michigan. :

1893 Warranty Deed, May 23. 1893, recorded in Libéf’
305. p- 121: : . . s
Paoples’ Savings Bank to Samuel B. Coyli.

1922 Lease, May 31, 1922, recorded in Liber 1599,
Pe 27 . ) ’ ‘ . -
Merchants’ Realty Company to United Cigar Store.
1982  Quit Clain Deed, November 25, 1982, 'recérded.1n°

Liber 21510, p. 257. .
Bajkush Miftarasl to the City of Detroit.

Builders, suppliers:

a. Builder: th known
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A. Physical Hiatory

5, Original plans and censtruction: No plans have been
found, but photographic evidence from 1917 showa the
original appearance of the building. The Monroe

" elevation once had a plain widely-overhanging cornice
supportad by two scrolled brackats. as weall aa a
decorative arch adorned with garland festoons &and
shields above the theater entrance on Monroe. The
Farmer elevation once had window crowna conalating of
semi-circular hooda decorated with scroll motifs, and
toward the rear of the building, with amall triangular
pedinents on the roof above the windows. A stael-
framed canopy with glaaa ekylighta covered the entire
sidewalk along on the Farmer elevation. Thia aerved asa
a walting area for patrona of the Liberty Theater,
located in the next block eaat on Farmer.

&. Altarations and additicons: The existing vallow-coloraed
brick veneer applied over common red brick walla wasa 1in
place by 1917 and waa probably part of the originail

. conatruction of 1907, aince the only building permit

isaued for this structure betwaen 1907 and 1921 related
to lobby alterationa made in 1914. There have been no
additionas to the original buitlding, but major

" alterations were made in 1922, when the Royal Theater,

which had occupied the firet two stories, was converted
into retail stores with entrancea from both the Monroe
and Farmer frontages. The second floor, which
originally existed only in the rear third of the
building to accommodate the theater space, was extendead
the full length of the building. A sariea of windows
on the aacond story facing Farmer was added at that
time aa well. Since then, the atorefronta on Monroe
and Farmer nave undergone dozena of minor changea. The
canopy along Farmer was removed sometime after 1922.

B. Historical Context

The building housad the Star Theater in 1907, followed by
the Theatre Royale in 1908-1911, and then the Royal
Thaater from 1912 until its closing in 1922. The rear

- third of the building houaad a tailor shop and a bootblack
during the 1910a, while a clothing factory occupied the
third and fourth floora. From the 1920a through the late
1970s, a variety of retail businessea overated from the
storefronts on Monroe and Farmer, including a cigar store,

' jewelers, shoe storea, a tailor, and a barber shop. The

' tenanta on the upper atoriea cannot be identified.
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. Ganeral Statement:

1. Architectural character: The buildlng at 100-102
Monroe Avenue was originally a good example of a
brick commercial facade at the turn of the century.
Italianate detaila include large aegmental arches over
the third and fourth floor window saction on the Monroe
facade, the triangular parapet, the rectangular
windows, and the course of simulated roof-line brackets
on the Farmer elevation. An historic photograph from
1917 showsa original Italianate features which are no
longer extant. '

2. Condition of fabric: The building is in generally fair
condition, although part of the extarior wall on the
south elevation suffers from extenaive water damage.

B. Description of Exterior:

1. Overall dimensions: The structure is four storiea
tall, plua baaement. It ia rectangular in layout and
reagurea 20 feet wide and 100 feet deep. '

2. Foundaticons: Basament walls are made of brick masonry.

3. Wall construction: Exterior walls are masonry, load-
bearing, and conaist of common brick with a venser of
orange-colored bricks. Tha mogt prominant feature on
the Honroe elevation 1is the grouping of large windowe
that £ill the facade at the third and fourth stories
and are topped by a segmental arch. in addition to a
faingle stone sill, the windows are outlined by courees
of raised brick. Seven rectangular windows per story
appear above the first story on the Farmar facade, and
three per story on the rear of the building. Six of
the aeven second story windows on the Farmer facade
were added in 1922 when the sescond story was converted
from thesater use into commercial space. Some of the
wide variety of windowa on this building are alightly
arched at the top, while most of them have slightly-
projectlng atone ailla. Ralsed brick is used to create
piers in the rear third of the building and corbelling
immediately beneath the roofline on Farmer and at the
rear of the structure. A wrought-iron fire eascape
extends from the firat atory to the roof on the Farmer
elevation. L




100-102 MONROE AVENUE (Qommercial Building?
HABS No. MI-330 (Page 5)

B. Deacription of Exterior

4.

Structural syatema, framing: Wooden floor joiats and
roof raftera bear on interior caat iron beama which, in
turn, are supported by caat-iron columna and masonry
load-bearing exterior walia.

Openings:

a. Doorways: The building has a total of six doorwavya:
one on Monroe, iour along Farmer, and a service door
in the rear.

b. Windows: 0On both tha third and fourth stories of
tha Monroeae Avenua facada, a pair of six-over-six
windows originally flanked a pair of aight-over-ona
windcowa. The fenestration on the third atory now
has large windows that flank four small panes. The
date of the existing windows is unknown. The
pattern aof fenestration on the seacond story, with
large panea of plate glasa, has been draatically
altered saince 1917, but the date of these changes
is unknown.

One-over-cone double-hung sash appear on the third
and faourth stories of the Farmer facade. The second
story has casement windowa consisting of two lighte
hinged on the outside af the frame. The second
story window at the extreme rear o+ the Farmer
facade, previocusiy a double-hung window, haa the
aame design, except that a tranaom aection aoccupiea
the upper third of the window opening. The aecond
atory windowa weare inatalled in the course of the
converaion of the aecond atory from theater uae into
commercial space in 1922.

The rear facade has a mixture of double-hung four-
over-four sash on the third and fourth storias, and
on the far easatern cornar of the rear facade, three

~ narrow double-hung two-ovar-one saah. On the second
- atory of the rear facade, the original windowa were
altered to produce a pair of double-hung one-over
one sash with a transom. Tha first story windows

. and original doorway on the rear facade are bricked
up.
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6. Roof:

a. Shape: The pbuilding has a flat roof, with a
parapet, which ia moderately pitched to the rear.

b. Cornice: The original cornices on the Monroe and
Farmaer facades have been removed. A plain cast
iron cap topa the Farmer facade. The Monroe
elevation culminatesa in a triangular brick parapet
with astone copping.

C. Description of Interior:
1. Floor plang: See sketch plans.

2. Additional interior description! Becauae of numerous
remodelinga and extensive water damage cauged by &
leaking raof over the pasat decade, virtually none of
the original interior fabric remains, including floors,
wall coveraings, fixtures, and furnishings. :

D. Site:

1. Gaeneral satting and orientation: Tha structure faces
northwest and stands at the socutheast corner of the
interaection of Monroe Avenue and Farmer, with
storefronts on both streets, a highly visible
location in one of Detroit’s busiest commercial
districts,

PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION

" A. Architectural drawings: None have been found.

B. Historic Viaws: The bast views are found in the
collectliiona of Manning Brothers, Commercial
Photographers, 26761 John R, Madiaon Heights, MI
48071, These include a view shot in 1917. The Burton ,
Historical Collection aof the Detroit Public Library has
ovearalil viewa of Manroe Avenue.
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