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Brookhaven National Laboratory - 50 Curie Neutron Source

Complex–Wide Resources

Solving Site Specific Problems

At our meeting on June 14, 2001, BNL identified a 50 curie Am/Be neutron source that must be removed from its current location at the Building 445 yard.  Removing this source is a critical path item for BNL to meet it’s commitment of down grading the Building 445 yard from a nuclear storage area to a radiological area, thus allowing the CERCLA soil remediation action to begin as scheduled in FY-02.  You also advised us that you were pursuing disposal via the Off Site Recovery Project (OSRP), but their schedule to remove the source probably would not support BNL’s CERCLA commitment.

The NISSMG suggested that BNL continue to work with the OSRP program for permanent disposal of the neutron source, and the NISSMG committed to identifying interim storage options at other DOE sites that would allow BNL to meet its CERCLA commitment.

Since our meeting the NISSMG has contacted Carl Ahlberg at DOE-CH to determine the viability of interim storage at ANL-W in Idaho.  ANL-W has ample storage capability and has recently assisted FERMI Lab by providing interim storage for FERMI Pu/Be neutron sources.  Carl stated that ANL-W indeed was a possibility, however Carl believes that as this neutron source is an Am/Be, and there are no security issues associated with storage, that FERMI Lab could possibly provide interim storage.

For BNL to pursue either of these options the next step is to contact Carl Ahlberg at DOE-CH.  His phone number is (630) 252-2068 and his e-mail address is carl.ahlberg@ch.doe.gov.

As the NISSMG understands it, this Am/Be neutron source previously leaked but has been successfully repaired at BNL. It still may require repackaging into a “special form” container before it can be shipped.  If BNL needs assistance in obtaining a suitable container and/or shipping plans the NISSMG will gladly continue to support BNL by providing technical support.
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