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IRI DYNAMICAL CLIMATE FORECAST SYSTEM
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IRI Multi—Model Probability Forecast for Precipitation
October—November—December 2002 made September 2002
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SOURCES OF UNCERTAINTY
IN SEASONAL CLIMATE FORECASTS

1) Inherent uncertainty in climate system
(internal dynamics of atmosphere or chaos)

2) Imperfections in computer models
(small scale processes not resolved;
physical processes/interactions not included;
topography not resolved)

3) Uncertainty in ocean temperature predictions
(impact of weather [see (1)] on sea surface temp.s;
limited understanding of variability outside of
tropical Pacific)
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