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34. WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

[As Amended Through Public Law 107–293, Nov. 13, 2002]
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34. WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

AN ACT To protect producers, manufacturers, distributors, and consumers from the
unrevealed presence of substitutes and mixtures in spun, woven, knitted, felted,
or otherwise manufactured wool products, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That ø15 U.S.C.
68 note¿ this Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wool Products Labeling Act
of 1939’’.

DEFINITIONS

SEC. 2. ø15 U.S.C. 68¿ As used in this Act—
(a) The term ‘‘person’’ means an individual, partnership, cor-

poration, association, or any other form of business enterprise, plu-
ral or singular, as the case demands.

(b) The term ‘‘wool’’ means the fiber from the fleece of the
sheep or lamb or hair of the Angora or Cashmere goat (and may
include the so-called specialty fibers from the hair of the camel,
aplaca, llama, and vicuna) which has never been reclaimed from
any woven or felted wool product.

(c) The term ‘‘recycled wool’’ means (1) the resulting fiber when
wool had been woven or felted into a wool product which, without
ever having been utilized in any way by the ultimate consumer,
subsequently has been made into a fibrous state, or (2) the result-
ing fiber when wool or reprocessed wool has been spun, woven,
knitted, or felted into a wool product which, after having been used
in any way by the ultimate consumer, subsequently has been made
into a fibrous state.

(d) The term ‘‘wool product’’ means any product, or any portion
of a product, which contains, purports to contain, or in any way is
represented as containing wool or recycled wool.

(e) The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.

(f) The term ‘‘Federal Trade Commission Act’’ means the Act
of Congress entitled ‘‘An Act to create a Federal Trade Commission,
to define its powers and duties, and for other purposes’’ approved
September 26, 1914, as amended, and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act approved March 21, 1938.

(g) The term ‘‘commerce’’ means commerce among the several
States or with foreign nations, or in any Territory of the United
States or in the District of Columbia, or between any such Terri-
tory and another, or between any such Territory and any State or
foreign nation, or between the District of Columbia and any State
or Territory or foreign nation.

(h) The term ‘‘Territory’’ includes the insular possessions of the
United States and also any Territory of the United States.
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34–4Sec. 3 WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

MISBRANDING DECLARED UNLAWFUL

SEC. 3. ø15 U.S.C. 68a¿ The introduction, or manufacture for
introduction, into commerce, or the sale, transportation, or dis-
tribution in commerce, of any wool-product which is misbranded
within the meaning of this Act or the rules and regulations here-
under, is unlawful and shall be an unfair method of competition,
and an unfair and deceptive act or practice, in commerce under the
Federal Trade Commission Act; and any person who shall manufac-
ture or deliver for shipment or ship or sell or offer for sale in com-
merce, any such wool product which is misbranded within the
meaning of this Act and the rule and regulations hereunder is
guilty of an unfair method of competition, and an unfair and decep-
tive act or practice, in commerce within the meaning of the Federal
Trade Commission Act.

This section shall not apply—
(a) To any common carrier or contract carrier in respect to a

wool product shipped or delivered for shipment in commerce in the
ordinary course of its business; or

(b) To any person manufacturing, delivering for shipment,
shipping, selling, or offering for sale, for exportation from the
United States to any foreign country a wool product branded in ac-
cordance with the specifications of the purchaser and in accordance
with the laws of such country.

MISBRANDED WOOL PRODUCTS

SEC. 4. ø15 U.S.C. 68b¿ (a) A wool product shall be
misbranded—

(1) If it is falsely or deceptively stamped, tagged, labeled, or
otherwise identified.

(2) If a stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification, or
substitute therefor under section 5, is not on or affixed to the wool
product and does not show—

(A) the percentage of the total fiber weight of the wool
product, exclusive of ornamentation not exceeding 5 per cen-
tum of said total fiber weight, of (1) wool; (2) recycled wool; (3)
each fiber other than wool if said percentage by weight of such
fiber is 5 per centum or more; and (4) the aggregate of all other
fibers: Provided, That deviation of the fiber contents of the
wool product from percentages stated on the stamp, tag, label,
or other means of identification, shall not be misbranding
under this section if the person charged with misbranding
proves such deviation resulted from unavoidable variations in
manufacture and despite the exercise of the due care to make
accurate the statements on such stamp, tag, label, or other
means of identification.

(B) the maximum percentage of the total weight of the
wool product, of any nonfibrous loading, filling, or adulterating
matter.

(C) the name of the manufacturer of the wool product and/
or the name of one or more persons subject to section 3 with
respect to such wool product.

(D) the name of the country where processed or manufac-
tured.
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34–5 Sec. 5WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

(3) In the case of a wool product containing a fiber other than
wool, if the percentage by weight of the wool contents thereof are
not shown in words and figures plainly legible.

(4) In the case of a wool product represented as wool, if the
percentages by weight of the wool content thereof are not shown in
words and figures plainly legible, or if the total fiber weight of such
wool product if not 100 per centum wool exclusive of ornamentation
not exceeding 5 per centum of such total fiber weight.

(b) In addition to information required in this section, the
stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification, or substitute
therefor under section 5, may contain other information not vio-
lating the provisions of this Act or the rules and regulations of the
Commission.

(c) If any person subject to section 3 with respect to a wool
product finds or has reasonable cause to believe its stamp, tag,
label, or other means of identification, or substitute therefor under
section 5, does not contain the information required by this Act, he
may replace same with a substitute containing the information so
required.

(d) This section shall not be construed as requiring designation
on garments or articles of apparel of fiber content of any linings,
paddings, stiffening, trimmings, or facings, except those concerning
which express or implied representations of fiber content are cus-
tomarily made, nor as requiring designation of fiber content of
products which have an insignificant or inconsequential textile con-
tent: Provided, That if any such article or product purports to con-
tain or in any manner is represented as containing wool, this sec-
tion shall be applicable thereto and the information required shall
be separately set forth and segregated.

The Commission, after giving due notice and opportunity to be
heard to interested persons, may determine and publicly announce
the classes of such articles concerning which express or implied
representations of fiber content are customarily made, and those
products which have an insignificant or inconsequential textile con-
tent.

(e) For the purposes of this Act, a wool product shall be consid-
ered to be falsely or deceptively advertised in any mail order pro-
motional material which is used in the direct sale or direct offering
for sale of such wool product, unless such wool product description
states in a clear and conspicuous manner that such wool product
is processed or manufactured in the United States of America, or
imported, or both.

(f) For purposes of this Act, any wool product shall be mis-
branded if a stamp, tag, label, or other identification conforming to
the requirements of this section is not on or affixed to the inside
center of the neck midway between the shoulder seams or, if such
product does not contain a neck, in the most conspicuous place on
the inner side of such product, unless it is on or affixed on the
outer side of such product or in the case of hosiery items, on the
outer side of such product or package.

AFFIXING OF STAMP, TAG, LABEL, OR OTHER IDENTIFICATION

SEC. 5. ø15 U.S.C. 68c¿ (a) Any person manufacturing for in-
troduction, or first introducing into commerce a wool product shall
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34–6Sec. 6 WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

affix thereto the stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification
required by this Act, and the same, or substitutes therefor con-
taining identical information with respect to content of the wool
product or any other products contained therein in an amount of
5 per centum or more by weight and other information required
under section 4, shall be and remain affixed to such wool product,
whether it remains in its original state or is contained in garments
or other articles made in whole or in part therefrom, until sold to
the consumer: Provided, That the name of the manufacturer of the
wool product need not appear on the substitute stamp, tag, or label
if the name of the person who affixes the substitute appears there-
on.

(b) Any person who shall cause or participate in the removal
or mutilation of any stamp, tag, label, or other means of identifica-
tion affixed to a wool product with intent to violate the provisions
of this Act, is guilty of an unfair method of competition, and an un-
fair and deceptive act or practice, in commerce within the meaning
of the Federal Trade Commission Act.

(c) For the purposes of subsections (a) and (b) of this section,
any package of wool products intended for sale to the ultimate con-
sumer shall also be considered a wool product and shall have af-
fixed to it a stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification bear-
ing the information required by section 4, with respect to the wool
products contained therein, unless such package of wool products
is transparent to the extent that it allows for the clear reading of
the stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification affixed to the
wool product, or in the case of hosiery items this section shall not
be construed as requiring the affixing of a stamp, tag, label, or
other means of identification to each hosiery product contained in
a package if (1) such hosiery products are intended or sale to the
ultimate consumer in such package, (2) such package has affixed
to it a stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification bearing,
with respect to the hosiery products contained therein, the informa-
tion required by subsection (4), and (3) the information on the
stamp, tag, label, or other means of identification affixed to such
package is equally applicable with respect to each hosiery product
contained therein.

ENFORCEMENT OF THE ACT

SEC. 6. ø15 U.S.C. 68d¿ (a) Except as otherwise specifically
provided herein, this Act shall be enforced by the Federal Trade
Commission under rules, regulations, and procedure provided for in
the Federal Trade Commission Act.

The Commission is authorized and directed to prevent any per-
son from violating the provisions of this Act in the same manner,
by the same means, and with the same jurisdiction, powers, and
duties as through all applicable terms and provisions of the Federal
Trade Commission Act were incorporated into and made a part of
this Act; and any such person violating the provisions of this Act
shall be subject to the penalties and entitled to the privileges and
immunities provided in said Federal Trade Commission Act, in the
same manner, by the same means, and with the same jurisdiction,
powers, and duties as though the applicable terms and provisions
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34–7 Sec. 7WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

of the said Federal Trade Commission Act were incorporated into
and made a part of this Act.

The Commission is authorized and directed to make rules and
regulations for the manner and form of disclosing information re-
quired by this Act, and for segregation of such information for dif-
ferent portions of a wool product as may be necessary to avoid de-
ception or confusion, and to make such further rules and regula-
tions under and in pursuance of the terms of this Act as may be
necessary and proper for administration and enforcement.

The Commission is also authorized to cause inspections, anal-
yses, tests, and examinations to be made of any wool products sub-
ject to this Act; and to cooperate with any department or agency
of the Government, with any State, Territory, or possession, or
with the District of Columbia; or with any department, agency, or
political subdivision thereof; or with any person.

(b) Every manufacturer of wool products shall maintain proper
records showing the fiber content as required by this Act of all wool
products made by him, and shall preserve such records for at least
three years.

The neglect or refusal to maintain and so preserve such
records is unlawful, and any such manufacturer who neglects or re-
fuses to maintain and so preserve such records shall forfeit to the
United States the sum of $100 for each day of such failure, which
shall accrue to the United States and be recoverable in a civil ac-
tion.

CONDEMNATION AND INJUNCTION PROCEEDINGS

SEC. 7. ø15 U.S.C. 68e¿ (a) Any wool products shall be liable
to be proceeded against in the district court of the United States
for the district in which found, and to be seized for confiscation by
process of libel for condemnation, if the Commission has reasonable
cause to believe such wool products are being manufactured or held
for shipment, or shipped, or held for sale or exchange after ship-
ment, in commerce in violation of the provisions of this Act, and
if after notice from the Commission the provisions of this Act with
respect to said products are not shown to be complied with. Pro-
ceedings in such libel causes shall conform as nearly as may be to
suits in rem in admiralty, and may be brought by the Commission.

If such wool products are condemned by the court, they shall
be disposed of, in the discretion of the court, by destruction; by
sale; by delivery to the owner or claimant thereof upon payment of
legal costs and charges and upon execution of good and sufficient
bond to the effect that such wool products will not be disposed of
until properly stamped, tagged, labeled, or otherwise identified
under the provisions of this Act; or by such charitable disposition
as the court may deem proper. If such wool products are disposed
of by sale, the proceeds, less legal costs and charges, shall be paid
into the Treasury of the United States.

(b) Whenever the Commission has reason to believe that—
(1) Any person is violating, or is about to violate, sections

3, 5, 8, or 9 of this Act, and that
(2) It would be to the public interest to enjoin such viola-

tion until complaint is issued by the Commission under the
Federal Trade Commission Act and such complaint dismissed
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34–8Sec. 8 WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

by the Commission or set aside by the court on review, or until
order to cease and desist made thereon by the Commission has
become final within the meaning of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act,

the Commission may bring suit in the district court of the United
States or in the United States court of any Territory, for the dis-
trict or Territory in which such person resides or transacts busi-
ness, to enjoin such violation, and upon proper showing a tem-
porary injunction or restraining order shall be granted without
bond.

EXCLUSION OF MISBRANDED WOOL PRODUCTS

SEC. 8. ø15 U.S.C. 68f¿ All wool products imported into the
United States, except those made more than twenty years prior to
such importation, shall be stamped, tagged, labeled, or otherwise
identified in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and all in-
voices of such wool products required under the Act of June 17,
1930 (c. 497, title IV, 46 Stat. 719), shall set forth, in addition to
the matter therein specified, the information with respect to said
wool products required under the provisions of this Act, which in-
formation shall be in the invoices prior to their certification under
said Act of June 17, 1930.

The falsification of, or failure to set forth, said information in
said invoices, or the falsification or perjury of the consignee’s dec-
laration provided for in said Act of June 17, 1930, insofar as it re-
lates to said information, shall be an unfair method of competition,
and an unfair and deceptive act, or practice, in commerce under
the Federal Trade Commission Act; and any person who falsifies,
or fails to set forth, said information in said invoices, or who fal-
sifies or perjures said consignee’s declaration insofar as it relates
to said information, may thenceforth be prohibited by the Commis-
sion from importing, or participating in the importation of, any
wool products into the United States except upon filing bond with
the Secretary of the Treasury in a sum double the value of said
wool products and any duty thereon, conditioned upon compliance
with provisions of this Act.

A verified statement from the manufacturer or producer of
such wool products showing their fiber content as required under
the provisions of this Act may be required under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.

GUARANTY

SEC. 9. ø15 U.S.C. 68g¿ (a) No person shall be guilty under
section 3 if he establishes a guaranty received in good faith signed
by and containing the name and address of the person residing in
the United States by whom the wool product guaranteed was man-
ufactured and/or from whom it was received, that said wool product
is not misbranded under the provisions of this Act.

Said guaranty shall be either (1) a separate guaranty specifi-
cally designating the wool product guaranteed, in which case it
may be on the invoice or other paper relating to said wool product;
or (2) a continuing guaranty filed with the Commission applicable
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34–9 Sec. 14WOOL PRODUCTS LABELING ACT OF 1939

to all wool products handled by a guarantor in such form as the
Commission by rules and regulations may prescribe.

(b) Any person who furnishes a false guaranty, except a person
relying upon a guaranty to the same effect received in good faith
signed by and containing the name and address of the person resid-
ing in the United States by whom the wool product guaranteed was
manufactured and/or from whom it was received, with reason to be-
lieve the wool product falsely guaranteed may be introduced, sold,
transported, or distributed in commerce, is guilty of an unfair
method of competition and an unfair and deceptive act or practice,
in commerce within the meaning of the Federal Trade Commission
Act.

CRIMINAL PENALTY

SEC. 10. ø15 U.S.C. 68h¿ Any person who willfully violates sec-
tions 3, 5, 8, or 9(b) of this Act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and upon conviction shall be fined not more than $5,000, or be im-
prisoned not more than one year, or both, in the discretion of the
court: Provided, That nothing herein shall limit other provisions of
this Act.

Whenever the Commission has reason to believe any person is
guilty of a misdemeanor under this section, it shall certify all perti-
nent facts to the Attorney General, whose duty it shall be to cause
appropriate proceedings to be brought for the enforcement of the
provisions of this section against such person.

APPLICATION OF EXISTING LAWS

SEC. 11. ø15 U.S.C. 68i¿ The provisions of this Act shall be
held to be in addition to, and not in substitution for or limitation
of, the provisions of any other Act of the United States.

EFFECTIVE DATE

SEC. 12. ø15 U.S.C. 68 note¿ This Act shall take effect nine
months after the date of its passage.

SEPARABILITY CLAUSE

SEC. 13. ø15 U.S.C. 68 note¿ If any provision of this Act, or the
application thereof to any person, partnership, corporation, or cir-
cumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and the appli-
cation of such provision to any other person, partnership, corpora-
tion, or circumstance shall not be affected thereby.

EXCEPTIONS

SEC. 14. ø15 U.S.C. 68j¿ None of the provisions of this Act
shall be construed to apply to the manufacture, delivery for ship-
ment, shipment, sale, or offering for sale any carpets, rugs, mats,
or upholsteries, nor to any person manafacturing, delivering for
shipment, shipping, selling, or offering for sale any carpets, rugs,
mats, or upholsteries.
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