[image: image1.png]NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE


















Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument         


15807 Teller County Rd 1


PO Box 185


Florissant CO 80816





719 748-3253 phone


719 748-3164 fax








Release date:


Contact(s):





Phone number:


Date:


Release code:











Immediate


Keith Payne


Rick Wilson


719-748-3253


� DATE  \@ "dddd, MMMM dd, yyyy"  \* MERGEFORMAT �Monday, August 27, 2007�


07-01











Florissant Fossil Beds News Release














Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument announces the availability of the Visitor Education and Research/Museum Facility Environmental Assessment for public review.


 


Visitor services at the Monument are currently located in a 1924-vintage temporary visitor center, and some objects from the fossil collection are displayed there. The Monument’s museum collection of 6,000 objects and archives is stored in the basement of a 1965 A-frame cabin. The new visitor education and research/museum facility would replace the existing A-frame cabin and the 1924 temporary visitor center, and consolidate all visitor services and curatorial storage in the proposed new building. The new visitor education and research/museum facility would be constructed near the current temporary visitor center. 





The proposed visitor facility is needed in part to address the human health and safety risks associated with both of the existing buildings. In particular, rodent infestation in these facilities is unacceptably high and increases the risk of employees and visitors to being exposed to diseases carried by rodents, particularly Hantavirus. Both existing facilities also have structural deficiencies that foster other health and safety problems. The temporary visitor center lacks a sound foundation which has begun to stress other parts of the structure, and has inadequate electrical wiring and climate and humidity controls. In addition it has limited ADA accessibility, a flood-prone crawlspace and subsequent vulnerability to mold and mildew, and lacks fire detection and suppression systems. The A-frame cabin deficiencies include a lack of fire detection and suppression systems, no potable water supply, inefficient climate control, and high levels of radon. The proposed visitor education and research/museum building would eliminate the health and safety risks from these deficiencies and consolidate visitor services and museum and research functions into one permanent facility for greater operational efficiency. 


 


The Environmental Assessment evaluates a No-Action alternative and an Action alternative. The No-Action alternative describes the current conditions if no visitor education and research/museum building were constructed, while the Action alternative addresses the removal of two existing buildings and construction of the new visitor education and research/museum building in roughly the same area as the temporary visitor center. The Action alternative also addresses the use of a temporary visitor center building during construction of the new building and other connected actions such as building demolition, relocating and/or installing utilities (electric, water, sewer, etc.), landscaping and disturbed site restoration, and site work.


 


The Environmental Assessment has been prepared in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to provide the decision-making framework that 1) analyzes a reasonable range of alternatives to meet objectives of the proposal, 2) evaluates potential issues and impacts to Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument’s resources and values, and 3) identifies mitigation measures to lessen the degree or extent of these impacts. Resource topics that have been addressed in this document because the resultant impacts may be greater-than-minor include paleontological resources, museum collections, visitor use and experience, and park operations. All other resource topics were dismissed because the project effects to them would be negligible or minor. No major effects are anticipated as a result of this project. Public scoping was conducted to assist with the development of this document and comments received were mostly in support of the proposed project.


 


The document will be available at the Monument administrative office for public review for 30 days.  Please submit your comments by September 28, 2007.  Comments should be sent to: Superintendent, Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument, P.O. Box 185, Florissant, CO 80816 or via e-mail to: flfo_superintendent@nps.gov.  The document is also available online at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/.  Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment, including your personal identifying information, may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.























Environmental Impact Assessment Available for Review
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