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NATURAL BEAUTY OF NORTH DAKOTA CELEBRATED ON 39th STATE QUARTER
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The fourth commemorative quarter-dollar coin released in 2006 honors North Dakota, and is the 39th coin in the United States Mint's 50 State Quarters® Program. On November 2, 1889, North Dakota was admitted into the Union, becoming our Nation's 39th state. The North Dakota quarter depicts a pair of grazing American bison in the foreground with a sunset view of the rugged buttes and canyons that help define the state's Badlands region in the background. The coin's design also bears the inscriptions “North Dakota” and “1889.”
Prior to the launch, the United States Mint hosted a Coin Collectors Forum featuring United States Mint Acting Director David Lebryk.  Similar forums have been held on the eve of other recent coin launches, and have provided local collectors with the opportunity to engage United States Mint officials in discussions covering a wide range of numismatic issues. 
SAN FRANCISCO OLD MINT COMMEMORATIVE COIN SALES BEGIN
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Constructed between 1870 and 1874, the Historic Old Mint in San Francisco was one of very few buildings to survive the disastrous April 18, 1906, earthquake and fire intact.  Water from the United States Mint’s artesian well was pumped into the city to help fight the fires and provide drinking water for many of the city’s displaced residents.

This is the second commemorative coin program of 2006 and sales began August 15, 2006.  The program includes two commemorative coins, a $5 gold coin and a $1 silver coin.  Each coin showcases the San Francisco Old Mint on its obverse and a replica of a circulating reverse design struck at the Old Mint.   
UNITED STATES MINT ISSUES NEW CALL FOR ARTISTS TO HELP DESIGN NATION’S COINS
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The United States Mint is inviting artists from throughout the United States to participate in its Artistic Infusion Program (AIP) to enrich and invigorate American coin and medal design.  The new invitations seek up to 10 Associate Designers – professional visual artists – and up to six Student Designers – undergraduate and graduate level artists – to supplement the pool of “Master Designers” currently under contract in the program.  The selected student designers will participate in a summer internship with the United States Mint sculptor-engravers at the United States Mint at Philadelphia.  United States Mint sculptor-engravers will continue to model the designs prepared by the Artistic Infusion Program artists.  Deadlines for applications are September 15, for Associates, and October 16, for students.
INTERACTIVE TIMELINE DEBUTS ON UNITED STATES MINT WEB SITE
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The United States Mint is proud to add an exciting new feature to its web site:  an interactive timeline.  Watch the national map grow state by state, beginning in 1787, as different states are admitted into the Union.

The timeline presents important historic people, places, and events, including the places that have served as United States Mint production facilities, assay offices or branch mints.  Each facility first appears as a grey dot on the map, turns an active green when the facility opens, and changes to a red dot with an “X” if the facility closes.  Their years of operation are linked to the timeline function.

Many of the coins produced by the United States Mint are featured.  Visitors to the timeline will also get a brief numismatic history of the Nation, from the 1793 large cent to the 2006-dated “Return to Monticello” design that completed the popular Westward Journey Nickel Series™.  Using the series of presidential medals, the timeline also shows you who was president at any selected time.  Interact with the history of the United States Mint and the Nation at the Historic Timeline .
AMERICAN EAGLE REVERSE PROOF COINS FEATURED IN 20th ANNIVERSARY SETS
In 2006, the United States Mint celebrates an important milestone – the 20th Anniversary of the American Eagle Coin Program.  Bearing two of the most evocative and cherished designs ever struck on our Nation’s coinage, American Eagle Gold and Silver Coins are among the most beautiful and memorable coins ever created by the United States Mint.  
To mark the event, three limited-edition collector sets have been created and will go on sale beginning August 30, 2006.  Three-coin sets, in both gold and silver, contain one proof, one reverse proof and one uncirculated American Eagle Coin.  A two-coin gold and silver set highlights the program’s new uncirculated option, and includes an informative booklet chronicling the history of gold and silver as well as the history of the United States Mint’s American Eagle Coin Programs.
2006 UNITED STATES MINT AMERICAN LEGACY COLLECTION NOW ON SALE
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This remarkable collection of proof condition coins marks the second year of the United States Mint's American Legacy Collection. In addition to proof versions of all United States Mint 2006-dated circulating coins, this set also includes proof versions of the Benjamin Franklin Founding Father Silver Dollar and the San Francisco Old Mint Silver Dollar. Presented in unique and prestigious packaging, it is the most complete offering of United States Mint 2006-dated proof coins. This new, exclusive collection is strictly limited to 50,000 sets.

Because of production schedules surrounding the San Francisco Old Mint Commemorative Silver Dollar, the 2006 United States Mint American Legacy Collection will be available to ship beginning on or about December 15, 2006.
               Image is a prototype

To receive Coins Online as a monthly e-mail, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmint.gov" ��www.usmint.gov� and click on the “Contact Us” link at the bottom of the page.  From there, the “Electronic Newsletters” link will enable you to request Coins Online.











