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                                                                             Tammi Schone - (605) 352-1102 

OCTOBER 18, 2007 PROCLAIMED USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT DAY 
South Dakota USDA Rural Development Employees Recognized


(Chamberlain, South Dakota – October 17, 2007) – South Dakota Governor M. Michael Rounds has proclaimed October 18, 2007 “USDA Rural Development Day” in South Dakota.  

One year after the establishment of the Dakota Territory in 1861, the federal government, established the United States Department of Agriculture.  Thus began the 145-year relationship between the USDA and the people of South Dakota.

Today USDA Rural Development employs 72 full-time South Dakotans and many additional jobs with other public support organizations that are funded with Rural Development dollars.  In announcing this day to recognize the contribution of the USDA Rural Development to the people of the state, the South Dakota Governor focused on both the support of the Agency and the extensive involvement of employees in their communities across the state.

“In conjunction with the Governor’s Proclamation, South Dakota USDA Rural Development employees will be having an all employee meeting in Chamberlain on October 17 & 18, 2007,” said USDA Rural Development State Director Mike Jaspers.  “The agenda is jam packed with exciting and informative speakers that will provide every employee the opportunity for personal and professional growth.”

Rural Development provides valuable loan and grant programs and technical assistance to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents, as well as finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  Rural Development invested more than $255 million in fiscal year 2007 and $1.9 billion over the past 10 years in South Dakota’s economy.  
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents.  Rural Development has invested more than $76.8 billion since 2001 for equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure.  More than 1.5 million jobs have been created or saved through these investments.  Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA’s web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov. 

- USDA -
Committed to the future of rural communities.
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 

Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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