Analyzing Maps and Atlases 

In this workshop, participants will consider the role maps and statistical materials can  play in learning/teaching about immigration. Participants will analyze documents, share their findings with the whole group, and discuss classroom application based on the materials they have explored. 

Workshop Framework
Introduce workshop (15 minutes)


1. Subject matter expertise shared: immigration patterns, role of maps and statistical materials in learning about a time, place and culture; introduce maps and other data to be used in analysis activity.

Jigsaw Map/Document analysis activity – participants divided into two groups (25 minutes)

1. Each group has one common item (Minard map), as well as a set of different documents from the Atlases of (either) 1870, 1880, 1890, or 1970. 

2. Using guiding questions, participants analyze the assigned materials and record their observations, hypothesis and conclusions.

3. Teacher/facilitator circulates and answers questions, provides observations and prompts as needed.

Jigsaw sharing (10 minutes)

1. Each group will share their documents and observations findings. 

2. “Audience group” will question and comment.

3. Teacher/facilitator will also comment/prompt, as appropriate.

Classroom Application (10 minutes)

1. Teacher/facilitator shares additional information and web sites, as appropriate. 
2. Teacher/facilitator engages participants in discussion about application of these activities/ideas in their schools, with their students.
Resources
Charles Joseph Minard, "Carte figurative et approximative représentant pour l'année 1858 les émigrants du globe..."
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3201e.ct000242 

Statistical atlas of the United States, 1870 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3701gm.gct00008

Scribner's statistical atlas of the United States, 1880 http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3701gm.gct00009 

Statistical atlas of the United States, 1890
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3701gm.gct00010 

The national atlas of the United States of America, 1970
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3701gm.gct00013
