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Act Passed March 1828
6,000 Appropriation
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To Mr. Woonrury, Chairman of the
Committee on Commerce, in the Senate,

Sr: Believing that some explanation of the utility of the measure
proposed by me as the Delegate of the Territory of Florida. in relation
to the establishment of a port of entry at St. Marks, ‘

{ and the improvement of the harbor, might be aceeptable to
your Committee, I take the liberty of addressing you on the subjeet,
It is one, I conceive, of great importance to Middle Florida, and the
adjoining counties of the State of Georgia. From St. Andrew’s Bay,
which, perhaps, next to that of Pensacola, is the most important on
that part of the coast, to Tampa, thereds no place, with the exception
of St. Marks, likely to be of any great importance as a harhor, ~The

coast is generally shallow, and the land low and marshy. The Apala-

chie Bay, formed by the rivers Oclockney and St. Marks, is a wide
and spacious inlet, the shores trending inwards until they narrow to the
point which forms the entrance of the, river St. Marks. The entrance
of this riveris, however, not easily found without the aid of a pilot, on




® Customs Collector Refused-hollow walls
s Calvin Knowlton rebuilt tower
* Accepted in 1831-total cost $11, 765.
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JENNETT WILLIS, ASSIGNEE OF JAMES MINNIE.

{To accompany bill H. R. No. BiL]
-

- Januvary 13, 1837. ’
o= e Mr. Huxrsyas, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, made the
— o ’ following ' il
- REPORT :

The Committee on Private Land Claims have had the petition and docu-
ments of Jennett Willis, assignee of James Minnie, under consideration,
and beg leave to report @ :

"That the petitioner sets forth in his petition, which is respectably sup-
potted by witnesses, that he was entitled by the several acts of Congress to
a pre-emption right to a fraction of land containing about forty acres, in-
cluding the premises where the light-house at St. Mark’s now stands ; that
the land is low and swampy, and not valuable ; that the United States
Government concluded to reserve it from sale, for the purpose of building a

(i ; R + Map Canter: 847 10' 38°W, 30° 4' 31" N









5_

- Cath P Hungerford 2" Keeper 1839
* Bertrand’s “View of Florida™ 1842,



Bighouse Runaway: S

ABnzo De Milt™
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ALONZO P, DE MILT.
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to build a wall around the Light House at Bt. Marks, which
will require a quantity of Stona of the same character as

that in the 0ld Spanish Fort Situated near the Light House,

I ‘ tt‘ rS to tl l ‘ War D‘ t q and now in a very dilapidated and falling condition, as I
learn from a letter in the hands of Mr. Pleasonton, 550

the Treasury, from the Collector of the Port of

i n 1 844 dsS kl n g fO I stone e e

referred to) by the inhabitants in the neighbou

thought, as it would be some little advantage to me, and

to use In sea wall. o R~



Tae deradful ratastroph= at the Light-Ilouse.
~'1"hose naved, at the l.igh't-l!ou\c are Capt.
llungcrfunl his wile and 1wo elnldren, Dr.
~ Tradewell's youngest chihl, Messra. Oales-
= ':' _ ln.ﬂ Blethen and Kennedy, pilots, and five |

~ | nearocs.  After the high water had rendered |
the lower story of Capt. Hungerford's house
untenable, Lie retrested, with his faily, to
In few moments the rool was wrn |

the antie,
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The Committee of Claims, to whom was referved the memorial of Ann Dud-
ley, have had the sume under consideration, and report:

The memorialist has been for several years keeper of the light-house
at St. Mark’s, Florida. She, with her family and several boarders,
resided at the light-house, about ten miles from St. Mark’s, at which
latter place she obtained her supplies of provisions, except what she
was able to raise from her garden. She als{} raised hogs, poultry, &c.
By the unusual gale of August, 1851, which submerged a large
portion of the town of St. Mark’s, the breakwater which protected
the light-house was washed away, and nearly all of Mrs. Dudley’s
improvements, stock, furnitute, and provisions, amounting, as she says,
to the value of $1,113, were swept away and destroyed; and she
rays that Congress will grant her relief,
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UMITED STATES STEAMER TAHOMA

Shelled Ft .Williams in June 1862, forces then
burned fort and lighthouse.
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L:ghfhouse Shmes

; Mem bers of the U.S. Coast Guard from

. Panama'City and Mobile, Ala.

“forces to renovate -the  St.
Lighthouse....The _project

- undertaken by the Coast Guard in 1957,
aceording " to ef Richard Perkett.

‘Marks

joined’

was last-

']

Sixteen men under the cummand of]

- Chief Warrant Officer Jay Smith- have
,been ‘involved in the. project,
reportedly cost about $25,000. Perkett

which

said he thought the project would be
completed - by’ ‘Friday,-Ap

project reportedly included

lighthouse inside and out; repairing the
roof  and shutter {

Branson)
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