
St Marks LighthouseSt Marks Lighthouse

St Marks National Wildlife RefugeSt Marks National Wildlife Refuge



Spanish ExplorersSpanish Explorers

••

Narvaez Expedition 1528Narvaez Expedition 1528
DeSotoDeSoto at   at   

Apalachee Bay 1539Apalachee Bay 1539



Spanish FortSpanish Fort

San Marcos de Apalachee 1679San Marcos de Apalachee 1679



Territory of FloridaTerritory of Florida



11stst LighthouseLighthouse

Commerce CommitteeCommerce Committee
Report Jan 21, 1828Report Jan 21, 1828

Act Passed March 1828Act Passed March 1828
$6,000 Appropriation$6,000 Appropriation



Contract with Winslow LewisContract with Winslow Lewis

•• Contract signed 1828Contract signed 1828
•• Tower finished in late 1829Tower finished in late 1829
•• Customs Collector RefusedCustoms Collector Refused--hollow wallshollow walls
•• Calvin Knowlton rebuilt towerCalvin Knowlton rebuilt tower
•• Accepted in 1831Accepted in 1831--total cost $11, 765.total cost $11, 765.



22ndnd Lighthouse 1831Lighthouse 1831--18411841

•• Samuel Crosby Samuel Crosby 
11stst Keeper Keeper 

•• 2 Hurricanes Aug 18372 Hurricanes Aug 1837
10ft wave 10ft wave -- killed 8killed 8

•• 1841 Calvin Knowles1841 Calvin Knowles
rebuilt in new location.rebuilt in new location.



Lighthouse Legend #1:Lighthouse Legend #1: 
The original location of the 1829The original location of the 1829--1831 Lighthouse 1831 Lighthouse 
was offshore 100was offshore 100--200 yards.200 yards.



Artifacts Artifacts 
Excavated in 1994 near current lighthouse site.Excavated in 1994 near current lighthouse site.



Lighthouse Establishment MarkerLighthouse Establishment Marker



33rdrd Lighthouse Lighthouse -- 18421842

•• Capt J P Hungerford 2Capt J P Hungerford 2ndnd Keeper 1839Keeper 1839
•• BertrandBertrand’’s s ““View of FloridaView of Florida”” 1842.1842.



Lighthouse Runaway: Lighthouse Runaway: 
Alonzo De MiltAlonzo De Milt



Lighthouse Legend #2: Lighthouse Legend #2: 
The tower was built with stone from Ft San Marcos.The tower was built with stone from Ft San Marcos.

Letters to the War Dept. Letters to the War Dept. 
in 1844 asking for stonein 1844 asking for stone
to use in sea wall.to use in sea wall.



1843 Hurricane:1843 Hurricane: 
Catastrophe at the LighthouseCatastrophe at the Lighthouse



11stst Women Keeper Ann DudleyWomen Keeper Ann Dudley



The Civil War and the LighthouseThe Civil War and the Lighthouse



Lighthouse Legend #3: Lighthouse Legend #3: 
The  Confederates hid the lamp in the swamp during the The  Confederates hid the lamp in the swamp during the 
war.war.



Civil War: Civil War: 
Ft Williams at the LighthouseFt Williams at the Lighthouse



CSS Steamer SprayCSS Steamer Spray

•• Invoice for use of steamer Invoice for use of steamer SpraySpray for for 
transportation to the Lighthousetransportation to the Lighthouse

http://www.littletownmart.com/fdh/spray.htm


St Marks Lighthouse April 1862St Marks Lighthouse April 1862



The Blockade: USS TahomaThe Blockade: USS Tahoma

Shelled Ft .Williams in June 1862, forces then 
burned fort and lighthouse.



Battle of Natural Bridge March 1865Battle of Natural Bridge March 1865 
Col. ScottCol. Scott’’s Maps Map



Lighthouse Legend #4: Lighthouse Legend #4: 
The  Confederates blew up the lighthouse to keep the The  Confederates blew up the lighthouse to keep the 
Union from using it as a lookout.Union from using it as a lookout.



Post War Repairs & New HousePost War Repairs & New House

•• Photo Ca 1885Photo Ca 1885
•• Hurricanes:Hurricanes:
•• Sept 2, 1837Sept 2, 1837
•• Sept 30, 1837Sept 30, 1837
•• Aug 30, 1850Aug 30, 1850
•• Aug 30, 1851Aug 30, 1851
•• Oct 1, 1852Oct 1, 1852
•• Sep 1873Sep 1873
•• 18831883



18921892-- Keeper Fine & FamilyKeeper Fine & Family



1892 Keeper Fine & Family1892 Keeper Fine & Family



1904 1904 MrsMrs Sarah Jane FineSarah Jane Fine



19141914



19241924



Lighthouse keeperLighthouse keeper’’s Daughters Daughter

•• Vera GreshamVera Gresham



19261926



19371937 
Road openRoad open



19411941



1940s1940s--Lighthouse IslandLighthouse Island



1940s1940s--Lighthouse IslandLighthouse Island



19461946--19481948



1950s1950s



Alton GreshamAlton Gresham



19601960-- Light AutomatedLight Automated



19831983

•• Coast Guard RepairsCoast Guard Repairs
•• 19831983



St Marks LighthouseSt Marks Lighthouse
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