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In your liaison statement (SC27 N968) to SC18/WG4 you asked that your guidelines be used “to assist in SC18’s deliberations on the development of a secure version of SGML”. While WG4 concerns itself with the transmission of data, which includes SGML encoded documents, work on the development and use of SGML is the responsibility of SC18/WG8. WG4 have therefore asked that we respond to your request for liaison.


SGML is widely used by security conscious industries, including defence, electronics, energy supply and other government controlled agencies. These agencies use a wide range of SGML functions to implement IT security in ways that are most effective for particular applications.


SC18/WG8 does not consider it appropriate to formulate a single method for attaching security information to SGML documents. Instead it leaves it to application developers to adopt techniques that best suit their user communities. To assist this process WG8 have produced a brief paper (N1752) outlining techniques that might be applicable to security control of SGML documents. A copy of this paper is attached to this liaison statement for your information.


SC18/WG8 would welcome the opportunity to answer any questions SC27 might wish to ask about the ways in which SGML documents can be encoded for use in secure environments.�








�  Alternatively questions can be posted to the comp.text.sgml electronic discussion group, which is monitored by many WG8 members.
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