WORKSHOP QUESTIONS

1. Scale:  How would you categorize the scale of the map?  Is there anything unusual about this? Why?

2. Orientation:  What is the orientation of this map?  Is there anything unusual about this?  Why?

3. Graphic representation:  What is the nature of the graphic representation?  How does it advance the map’s message?

4. Selectivity:  What is shown/ not shown?  Are there major blank spaces? What types of place names are shown?  Who made the map?  When was it made?  Who was the intended audience?  Is there any bias in the selectivity?

5. Context:  What does the map say about the revealing of the western part of North America?

STUDY MAPS

1. John Farrer (1550-1657).  A Map of Virginia Discovered to ye Hills.  Domina Virginia Farrer [London, 1667].  Hand colored engraved map.  Geography and Map Division.

2. Robert Sayer (1752-1794).  Course of the River Mississippi, from the Balise to Fort Chartres; taken on an expedition to the Illinois, in the latter end of the year 1765.  By Lieut. Ross of the 34th regiment:  Improved from the surveys of that river made by the French.  London, 1772.  Hand colored engraved map.  Geography and Map Division.

3. Charles Preuss (1803-1854). Map of an Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains in the year 1842 and to Oregon & North California in the Years 1843-44.  By Brevet Capt. J.C. Fremont of the Corps of Topographical Engineers under the orders of Col. J.J. Abert, Chief of the Topographical Bureau.  [Washington, D.C.: 1845]  Geography and Map Division.

4. Gouverneur K. Warren (1830-1882).  Map of the Territory of the United States from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean; ordered by Jeff’n Davis, Secretary of War to accompany the reports of the explorations for a railroad route.  Compiled from authorized explorations and other reliable data by G.K. Warren  … under the direction of W.H. Emory in 1854 and of A.A. Humphreys 1854-5-6-7. [Washington, D.C. 1858?].  Geography and Map Division.

