
PUBLIC RC&OS ADMINTSTRATION 
. FIZ@R& WQRE(:S AGEW 

WASHINGTON 

IN YOUp REPbY PCEASE 
REFER TO FXZE Nq." 

PATE: . FmRUARY 2 7 ,  1943 , 

ST,3gJ$CT: 3WAFFEG VOLUM$ TRBNDS 
b :-, ' I 

. * *  
t 

indicated in lnforrna ti&al Memsrandum No. 25, ayerags t r a f  fit desrpsaes !n 
December 1943 were approximately e q ~ a l  i n  both the pneviovsly ~ a t ( m e d  area aqd in  
the nqwly ra$ioflsd area. The e f  f s ~ t  o f .  gasdine  ratisning uflan hoIiday praf f i o  using 

, the tri&wayp waq s m e  ,in bath C ~ Q ~ S ,  

In Janutqry 1945 th is  war nak.:t(-tt/le case. The t ra f f i c  decrease jn the prevCp~sly 

p r4tioned area gtlpnng the A t t s n t i ~  seaboard was 50.2 pqrcept for January. Thi r  wqs i q  
Iiee with the 4eoreesc sf 47.9 percent in the sane area fo r  ~ceernbqt. I0 the newly . 
raitioned qraa, comp~$$inpl the remainder of th-e cauntrg, the January decrease i n  
t ra f f i c  wes aqly 36.4 percent. lheae avqrages ere baped on. a gvhstantial number of 
recslfds - more than, 440 i n  each m t h .  - 

Vqriouq reaswq might ace~unt fqr th i s  discrepancy. The bw qn pfaawre driv- 
ing, af feqtive in January in the previopsly rationed area, may have depressed Waf+* 

' fie in tha$ area rpqre sqverefy than i p  the remainder qf the awntry .  The newly 1 

r rabionetd area mgg have been drawing upon fuel privately stbored befpre the ef fectJve 
dqte of raqioning. Winter qecre+l#onal md vacation travel in thr. E a g t ,  ~ r d i ~ a r i l y  
a lerggr proportion gf th,e total i n  that section than in tihe West' and YJddle Wpst, 
may have caused i t a  ~bsefice a larger relative sedqctloq Prom the prevloua Jaqvary 
m~vgmant. Or, poqsibly, the iasuence of B and C hooks, not completsd in Deqersbcr, 
maX have pamztted a larger ta lqt ive  vveplent in  January. 

I 

jYhqtev$r the reasons for the coqsiderable d-iffezmee in  rates of d q r s a s p  i n  
the two areas, they are borne out by $be data ca l fected  a t  a large nyfiber of t o l l  
faci l i t ia;c,  On these f ac i l i t i e s  a l so ,  January decreases i n  . t r g f f i ~  aolum~ i n  the 

I 

Eaat e ~ e e e d e d  greatly thase in the West and Middle West. 

me summary of data Pqr January 1943 fratn 35 Ststeq and 464 auta- 

r̂ - pat i c  recaadarp, is given in table 1. As wif l  bq noted, t ra f f ic  on 10cst bighvrays, 
8 s  usual, decreased w e &  less. thm traf f ic  on a l l  rural h i  ghwwigs. 

k, revised.sumqarg af automatic traffic reosrder dgta for December 3.942, sham 
1 

in  table 8 ,  indicates a decline-of #7,6 perciant jn 48 S t a t ~ s .  m e  greliplinary f ig -  
ure, given in last montq's, t ra f f i c  bulletin, was 48.0 percent. 

Traffic at  t a l l  f ac4 l i t i e s  throygh~ut the oountry.aga$n showed a large geef ine 
fram valumes o f  ehp prdvi~vq year; but gmeraf l y ,  in  both the ~ ~ e v i o u s l g  rationed 
aqd qewlyl rafiored arpetq, the d'ecreases are less thew those recorded on mral hi&- 
wpyo. , Industlrial treffiro: and short trips make qv a farger pmpa2rtion a f  the total 
traffic sn t o l l  facil4fies than an rural1highways: Much of the t r a f f i q  pn toll 

f 
f a c i l i t i e s  srigXnaeas i n  nearby cit ies .  Io ~ome Instances e o m ~ ~ c i a l  ~eJricle trafv 
f l o p  reported segapately for most o f  the t o l l  facif  i t les ,  iqoreased $p Janvary 2943 
aver Ithat of a year ago aye0 thuu& total traffic pt 6hese f a c i l i t i e s  dpclined mate-- 
r i q l l y s q  The Jsduary sumnary o f  t a l l  fqcblity f r a f f i e  I s  given ip table 

Af, wst pbints +ere data are a~railable by days af the week the greatest de- 
clines ars oq Sundays, with Saturdays and weekdays (Monday to Friday. iqclusive) 
followieg i q  that ordat  . 
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Tab1 e 1. --Preliminary sumnarj. o f  &ta*atic t i i f  f i d  recorder dqke for January 1943 
includin 8 464 -5ta.tims in 36 Sta t a s  

S#EAT+ XlZGmAYS 

Arizona 
Arkansas 
f2olorado3 
Gonneeticu t 

Zndl m a  

Michigan - ' x  % < - -  . 

Bnon tana 
Nevada 

Worth ~ a r o l i n a ~  

Qk fahslna 
PennsyP vani a" 
Rhlode fsfmd 

1 .  - . * * . 8 Subjec t  t o  r s r i s i o q .  
P l u s  s i g n  befoi.. p e r c a < t a l e  ind&cates i n c r m s e . :  
IasPgden aPP S t a t e s  e x c e p t  t h e  fbl$owing: Alabama, C i l i f s r n i n ,  FXoriaa, Gssrgia, Zdaho, 

RAPaesHlsripd, MirsoarH, New Y@rkp Oregonp Tannctasea, Nsw J p r s a y p  MInnoaata. 
, / .  . 1 -. . -* 

STATIONS EVrdT f lKZU.PED:*. 
' .  . $ 

Defense a c t i v i t y :  "3 e a c h  l . q ' ~ o l a r r i d o  lrnd ~ o r ' t h  Carolina: 1 e a s h  i n  gflnmff*, &Nqr - R I e % i ~ o ,  
Vctslning trsn.  . . _ _  I . q  : Detour: 1 i,n Wargland -and S in. Oh'io.  . .. . .  

Bsad o&asadr 1 i n  (Kentucky.  

. . . * '  . a 
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Table 2 . -  -%vised sumaryl s f  automatic t r a f f i c  recorder data for 2ecmber  $942 

including 523 stations and 45 States.  
i 

decrease f ram 

New England 

Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hm+pshi ria 
Rhode Islsod 
V e rmoa t West South Central . 

I 

Middle Altlantic 

New y0rk4 ti 
Pemsyllvsslia 

uth At lan t i c  

Delaware - 
Florida 

Berth Carolina 
Sou th Carolina 
Virginia 

paass, \Nest Virginia 

East North Central 

Tl Jinois  C a l i f o r n i a  
Zndi ana 

Wi scansin 

Vest Bar th Central  

North Daka t s 
Srsu th Dallata 

Cambined S t a t e  and l o c a l  h i g h w a y s .  
I n c l u d e s  a l l  S t a t e s  e X c e p t  t h e  f o l  l o w i n g :  h i i n n e s a t a ,  N e w  J e r  seg, end M i s s o u r i .  

STATIONS NUS ZRCLkgPED: 

Defense  a c t i v i t y :  2 s t a t i o n s  i n  C o l o r a d o ;  1 s t a t i o n  e a c h  i n  K a n s a s ,  N e v a d a ,  New Nerieo, 
North Caralina, a n d  W a s h i n g t o n .  

D e t o u r :  1 i n  M a r y l a n d ,  3 i n  Qhia, and 1 i n  New P o r k ,  
Road c a n s t r u e t i o n :  1 i n  New York.  
Road c l o s e d :  1 ia Ken$ucky.  

" -I 
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Table, 3.--Traffic volume data for January 1943, by vehicle types, compared w i t h  

similar jnfonatian far January I942 at ta l l  facilities, 

Previously rationed area 

Jantrsry 1943 Percentage change! I from 1941 

I 

I 

I 

I 
1 

I 

, 
I 

I 
I 

1 

I 

4 

4 

Subtotal 7 facilities 
1 9 Paaili t l ~ a  on *ha Ohla River 

14 facilities in the Ohio River ayea3 
' 

1 Subtotal - 23 facilities 

2 facif  i ties i n  Florida and Alabama 
Gulf G a s t  area 

Su'tatstaf - 2 Paci 1 i t i , e s  

I 8 faci l i t ies  Mississippi and St. Croix 
I Rivers, north of  St .  . b u i s  
I 3 f a c i l i t i e s  cte the Mississippi Rivet 
4 south af S t ,  Louis 
I 

i Subtotal - 311 facilities 
i 

4 %acblit%as on the kdisswri Riyer 
2 facilities hfissauri River area 

1 Subtotal - 6 f a c i l i t i e s  i 

1 3 f a c i l i t i e s  on'Mexica:an border 
, 4 fae i l i  t i a s  in  the Il~ashingtm~Oregan 
1 
I area . 
i 

i l i t i e s  in newly 

1 

I 6 facilities reporting only to ta l  
t r a f f i c  

- .  , , -. - q 
Baaed  on t w o . 8 . h o u t  s e u n t s  - one 8-4 weekday snd one 8 - 4  ~ a t u ~ r d a y .  

a 
* B a s e d - , a d  19-hour weekdt~y  t r a f f l c .  

i 
I 

I ' Tr@ ' f i e i l i t i e e  14 West V i r g i n i a  and 12  i n  Kentucky .  
CL 

I - $ e v e r a P . b r f d g e s  w i t h  d e c r e a s e s  I b s t  manth $haw m a t e ~ P a l  i n c r s i a s e s  t h i s  mentho 
I ~ 

178,304 =, *- w d -23,  P - - .. - 
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PRELXBtIHARY '.'U\i'jIdJW!Y OF AUTOE/&,TIC TE4;FFIC RECOI?DEB. DATA FOR UECF:?tTdER 1942 
IRmmI'NG 509 STAT.':fOMS I N  43 STATES 

Type of 
hi ~3-ii~jay 

end 
3 ta%e 

A r i  z ona* 
Ark8.n~ a, s* 
Califorcia 
Colorado 3~~ 21,974 50.3 I 

Connecticut 
Delaware* 
Fl o ri. da 
Gsorgiw I 

Idaho 36,819 49,6 
,' fllinoi s* 4,139 49.;?1 
(F'. Indians 
\ 

9,7131 " x 0 3  
Iowa. 4,654 40.1 
~ s n s a s * u  2,464 41.8 
Kentucky* 62,967 44,8 
Leui siana, 5,203 ;3E.C3 
Ilkvine 1,516 37.4 
1,das saqhus s t t s  2,298 43.9 
Tdiifichigan . 115484 45.0 1 

Xi sssi s si.ppi* 9,765 
' 

58.6 
ibfontana 
Nt-; braska 625 56.13 
Nevada 554,780 40.1 

I 

I 

r 
. 
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T r d f i a  at t o l l  f ac i l i t i es  has d s o  declihed grsat%y from that a f  
the previous year althoygh, on the average, not nearly so much as t raff ic  
an m&l roads at the automatic t r d f i o  racorders. This is due, in part 
st l eas t ,  t o  the fact that a l a rge r  proportion of the traffic at these 
facilities is urban or industrial i n  charwter than is the case at the 
automatic recorder stations.  On a few facilities there were actually 
greater volumes in Decemler 1942 than in 1941. 

As i n  the case cf the t raff ic  recorded a% the automatic recorder 
stations, there was not a grea t  v ~ ~ r i a t i a n  in the ~ e r c e n t a g e  decreases in 
t o t a l  t r a f f i c  b e t v ~ e n  the t w o  areas, Truck and bus t r a f f i c ,  however, in I 

the newly rationed a rea  showed a m h  larger percentage decrease than in I 

the previou~ly ra t ioned area. 
I 

I 

Traffic volume data f o r  Decsmber l9k.2, by vehicle t ypes ,  campared 
t 

with s ini lar  i ~ f o m a t i o n  f c r  bcer;ber 1943- &at toll facilities 
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\ Traffic volume 6ata for 2kcember 1942, bg vehicle t ypes ,  compared 

with similar informatton f o r  % c e d e r  1941.& t o l l  facilities 
7 (~ontinued) 

- - _L_)--~m.-I1----w*---------.--l_l_-_l_ll_l-.-.l_ 111..*-.----..~ "C--* - -- --- 1__C 

Yowl$ r ~ t f o n e d  area 
---- - -we- ....-.- -----.--- 

----- 

4 facilities eastern Canadian 
border 

2 facilities Great Lakes ax 
i ~ ~ t o t d  - 6 Paoilitias 

10 f a c i l i t i e s  on the  2hia Et5 
14 facf l iL ies  in the 3hio )llj r a rea l /  

Subtotal - 24 facilities 
3 facilities in T l o r i d a  and 
&alabams Qvlf Coast area 4, . 

S U ~ ~ O ~ R I -  - 3 facilities 
9 f a c i l i t i ~ s  Xissfssiy:o% 

S t i  Crofx Bivers, nor th  of 
(9 St. L b ~ i s - < -  

la 2 f a o i l i t f e . ~  on t 3 e  L;fsslssf~;?f 
Bivsr, south o f  S t .  Lu'iRi8 
Subtotal - bl f t z ~ i l i t f e a  

7 facilities on. the i+i'issou.r 
Rlrrer. * 

2 faciXftles, Xissoui F i ~ e r  
%Tea 

Subtotal  - 9 f a c i l i t i e ~  , 
4 facilities in the Vashin~ton- a 

Oregon mea 
!btd. - 57 f w i l i t i e x  in 
newly ra t ioned  area 5/ 

--L-.i.---- _-,.. *- ---------.. -- 
3 facilities r q?o r t i ag  ~ P A Y  
total G r n f f l c  
"..I" ...---. T T T _ . _ . _ . - -  

~ B f i ~ e d .  on one 4 7.:n.-12 n i  
..- 

2/ Base& o a  tho Ryerage weekday (i<;onday - Z r i d ~ y )  count f o r  &oeaber. 
/ 2wo f a c i l i t i e s  in Y e s t  Virginia s ~ l d  12 in Lentucbry. 

$7 - Inereass due t o  i n8 -us t r id .  an5 ~ia - g J m t  :?~oZuction traffic. The nosma3 t r a f f i c  
segregated one factl l i ty shows "ce n s W  c",ecrense f o r  th i s  nrert. 

9 Cor rec t i on -Pe rcen t~e  d e c r e ~ ~ s e  for 65 facilities i n  the  unrationed area for 
$1 - - isovexber as shown i n  Infornat ional  hfezor?,ndvza Yo. 24 shoule have been 4 = 9 ,  -8+7 

an6 -9 .g instead o f  -2.3, -1.5 m d  - 6 . 3  

P I 
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The fo l l owing  decreases in traffic a r e  shown f o r  58 t o l l  facilities 1 

in the newly rat ioned area f o r  each of whlch d a t a  are available in both 
9 

months i n  1941 and 1942: 

I Month - < 

Ta tal 
I_*I_l 

Passenger - . , ,  cars Trucks an6 busses 
I 

I percent percent percent 

I 
I Dee errrber -35.3 -39 *4 -17*1 
I 
I I Xotgembe r - 5.3 - 9+.6 - $,o 
I 

Preliminary traffic f i g ~ r e s  f o r  3a.nus.q~ 1943 indicate  l i t t l e  chan.ge 
I 

I \  in the hourly t r a f f i c  pat tern  on rural roads from noon t o  midnight on 
I r il 11 -A' rsilay, January 7 ,  when the order restr ict ing pleasure driving in tho  
I 
I eas tern  S t a t e s  went into ef fec t ,  f r o n t h a t  o f  the preceding day. There 

I I 
,7cT:3s a sli&t drop in the traffic on the following d a y  (~riday), a l i t t l e  

, 
i more on Sa.turday, nnd. a considerable decrease on Sunday as compared with ""b 8. 
I normal traffic on these days, 
! 
I It is l i k e l y  t ha t  a greater &@crease occurred in urban areas. 
i 
I D a t e .  froa the s i x  Port  o f  New York Authority f a c i l i t i e s  show that the 
I traffic on Thursda,~~ and Friday, January 7 and 8, was o f f  10 percent f r o m  
1 immcdintely preceding levels ,  SaturdG about 22 percent, and b d a y  

1 I 
~ i ) ~ r o x i m n t e ~ y  60 percent fiom %tiat on t h e  previous U Z . ~ ~ ,  3 " a u a ~ ~  1943 

I b.ua traffic uairig these faci l i t ies  showe substantis1 ixrcrrasea ove r  the 9 
I 

I sa~m period in 1942. 
I 
I 
i Those arclirnindxy f i y r e s  u~~ould seem t o  indicate that in rural areas 
, r.es;li.dzyr p l ~ a w r e  driving,  8 s  now dr~fined, had b e ~ n  redrd.ilced t o  a ncgligiblo i 

t wilaunt pr ior  t o  the recent rastriction on. mch drtvvfng. 
I 

, 

H. S, Fafrt;arzk, Chief, 
-9 

I Dfvision of InQ;>m8tiom, 
i 
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