Advisory Committee on Biotechnology and 21st Century Agriculture (AC21) Meeting: February 7-8, 2005 
Eighth Plenary Meeting
February 7-8, 2005
USDA South Building, Room 1623
USDA/NFC Training Center 
Lincoln Rooms 1, 2 and 3
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20036

Provisional Agenda
Meeting Objectives:
· Finalize for submission by the Committee to the Secretary the draft report on other countries’ traceability and mandatory labeling regimes for biotechnology-derived products, the implications of those regimes, and how U.S. industry is addressing the requirements for products shipped to those countries 

· Review and move towards finalization of the other draft report examining the impacts of agricultural biotechnology on American agriculture and USDA over the next five to ten years. 

The Committee will review in further detail the progress made by Work Groups since the September plenary session (unchanged since the December plenary session). The current draft, circulated prior to and in association with the December Committee meeting includes the following chapters: An introduction to the report, including a glossary of terms, Issues to Consider, and Scenarios.

· Determine processes for finalizing the Committee reports. 

Day I
7:30 Coffee available

8:00 – 8:15 Welcome and Update on Status of AC21 Membership and Work

· Dr. Michael Schechtman, Designated Federal Official, USDA 

· Dr. Patricia Layton, Chairperson 

8:15 – 8:30 Review December 9-10, 2004 meeting minutes and outline agenda

· Facilitators 

· Cynthia Sulton, HW&W 

· Abby Dilley, RESOLVE 

8:30 – 10:00 Review and discuss the draft Traceability and Labeling report

· Overview of progress since December 9-10 meeting 

· Introduction 

10:00 – 10:15 Break 

10:15 – 12:00 Continue review of draft Traceability and Labeling report

· Adventitious Presence and Market Segmentation sections 

· Policy Concerns/Issues Raised by the Analysis of the Current Situation 

· Overall Review 

12:00 – 1:00 Break for Lunch

1:00 – 2:15 Continue review of draft Traceability and Labeling report

· Executive Summary 

2:15 – 2:30 Break

2:30 – 4:00 Public Comment

4:00 Adjourn for the Day

Day II

7:30 Coffee available

8:00 Overview of report on the impacts of agricultural biotechnology on American agriculture and USDA over the next five to ten years and the report’s

8:30 – 10:00 Discussion of the introductory chapters 

10:00 – 10:15 Break

10:15 – 11:00 Discussion of the Definition of Terms

11:00 – 12:30 Discussion of the “Issues to Consider” chapter

12:30 – 1:30 Break for Lunch

1:30 – 3:00 Review “Preparing for the Future” chapter 

3:00 – 3:15 Break

3:15 – 3:30 Review overall status of the draft report and development of next steps 

3:30 - 3:45 Discussion of process for finalizing the Committee’s reports, the Committee’s work plan, next steps, and future work topics

3:45-4:00 Summary of Eighth Plenary Session

4:00 Adjourn

