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AVERAGE MAY F?3ATHER 

May i s ,  in general ,  about 10 degrees Fahrenheit warrcer than April and 10 

degrees cooler than June throughout a larger part of the United S ta t e s  and 

southern Canada, I n  the South, and on the P a c i f i c  coast ,  however, the difference 

be tmen t h e  average monthly temperatures of May and Apri l ,  or May and June, i s  

only about 5 degrees Fahrenheit. The cont ras t  between the temperatures of the 

northern and southern p a r t s  of the country i s  consequently s l i g h t l y  l e s s  than i n  

Apri l .  This cont ras t  is always g r e a t e s t  i n  winter and l e a s t  i n  summerr 

Frost usual ly  occurs i n  May throughout most of New England, New York, Par t  

of Nem Jersey and Pennsylvania, running south i n t o  the highlands of West Virginia.  

SO, t o o ,  f r o s t  i s  expected i n  May i n  the i n t e r i o r  p la ins  regions as far south 

as northern Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, c e n t r a l  Iowa, and southern Nebraska, and 

qui te  generally i n  the Rockies. On the P a c i f i c  coast ,  May frosts a r e  usual Only 

i n  the mountain regions and far  t o  the north.  

The ra infal l  of May i n  the northeast  i s  similar t o  that  of April .  I n  the 

southern s t a t e s  and over the northern and western Great P la ins ,  r a i n f a l l  i s  heavi- 

e r  i n  May. The P a c i f i c  coast, however, i s  somewhat d r i e r  than i n  April. May 

generally has a g r e a t e r  number of hours of sunshine d a i l y  than April  on account 

Of the lengthening day, In  the northern p l a i n s  regions, however, t h i s  difference 

i s  somewhat o f f s e t  by the increased daytime cloudiness a t tending the grea te r  

ra ininess  of May, 
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(Tomorrow: Rainmaking) 
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