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Committed to the future of rural communities.
	Rural Business Opportunity Grant (RBOG) Program



PURPOSE
· To provide technical assistance for business development and conduct economic development planning in rural areas (less than 50,000 population).

APPLICANT ELIGIBILITY
· Public bodies

· Cooperatives

· Private nonprofit corporations

USE OF GRANT FUNDS
· Identify and analyze business opportunities that will use local rural materials or human resources, including export markets, feasibility and business plan studies.

· Identify, train, and provide technical assistance to existing or prospective rural entrepreneurs and managers.

· Establish business support centers and otherwise assist in the creation of new rural businesses.

· Conduct local community or multi-county economic development planning.

· Establish centers for training, technology and trade that will provide training to rural businesses in the utilization of interactive communications technologies to develop international trade opportunities and markets.

· Establish leadership development training of existing or prospective rural entrepreneurs and managers

· Pay reasonable fees and charges for professional services necessary to conduct the technical assistance, training, or planning functions.

Grants will be made only when:

· There is a reasonable prospect that the project will result in the economic development of a rural area.

· The proposal includes a basis for determining the success or failure of the project and individual major elements of the project and outlines procedures that will be taken to assess the project’s impact at its conclusion.

· The proposed project is consistent with local and area-wide strategic plans for community and economic development.

· The project can reasonably be expected to be completed within 2 full years after it is begun.

MAXIMUM AND MINIMUM GRANT AMOUNTS
· No minimum

· $50,0000 maximum

APPLICATION PROCESS
· Applications may be submitted to Kathy Coyle, 809 8th St., Detroit Lakes, MN  56501 or Paul Pierson 1567 North McMillian, Worthington, MN  56187 or State Office.

· Applications are selected on a nationwide competitive basis.

· Contact either of the offices listed above or State Office for established application deadlines and application assistance.

SELECTION FACTORS
· Sustainability

· Improvements in the quality of economic activity

· Commitment of nonfederal funding sources

· Natural disaster designation

· Major structural changes in the local economy

· Long-term poverty

· Long-term population decline

· Long-term job deterioration

· A new best practice

· State Director discretionary points

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact:

Northern Minnesota:
Francis (Butch) Koehmstedt, 218-681-2843 ext. 114, Francis.Koehmstedt@mn.usda.gov

Central Minnesota: 
Kathy Coyle, 218-847-9392x121, Kathy.Coyle@mn.usda.gov

Southern Minnesota:
Lisa Noty, 507-373-7960x120, Lisa.Noty@mn.usda.gov
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