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United States Department of Agriculture • Rural Development
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:


      FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
April 11, 2005




      Tammi Schone – (605) 352-1102

BROADBAND GRANT FUNDS AVAILABLE
Huron – USDA Rural Development State Director Lynn D. Jensen announced that $8.9 million in broadband grant funds are available for connecting essential community facilities to high-speed telecommunications in rural towns and communities where no broadband service exists.

Jensen said, “Basic community services can be met through the expansion of broadband services.  Economic opportunities and quality of life can be increased through technological infrastructure advancement.”  
The broadband grant funds are made available through USDA Rural Development’s rural utilities programs.  In South Dakota the counties that have eligible areas include:  Beadle, Bennett, Brookings, Brown, Brule, Buffalo, Butte, Clay, Corson, Custer, Dewey, Faulk, Gregory, Hand, Harding, Kingsbury, Lake, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lyman, Marshall, McPherson, Meade, Minnehaha, Moody, Perkins, Roberts, Shannon, Spink, Stanley, Todd, Union and Yankton [there may be some areas within these counties that are not eligible].  To find out if your community is eligible, contact Kim Anderson at (605) 582-2065.

The notice of funding availability (NOFA) will appear in the March 30, 2005 Federal Register.  All publications must be received or carry proof of shipping no later than 60 days after the publication of the NOFA.  Submit electronic grant applications at http://www.grants.gov and follow the instructions found on the web site.  Completed paper applications are to be submitted to the USDA Rural Development, USDA Department of Agriculture, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Room 2845, Stop 1550, Washington, DC  20250-1550.  
USDA Rural Development's mission is to deliver programs in a way that will support increasing economic opportunity and improve the quality of life of rural residents. As a venture capital entity, Rural Development provides equity and technical assistance to finance and foster growth in homeownership, business development, and critical community and technology infrastructure. Further information on rural programs is available at a local USDA Rural Development office or by visiting USDA's web site at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov.
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Committed to the future of rural communities.

“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 

Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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