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WATER CO-OP EXPANDS SERVICE WITH HELP FROM USDA

JACKSONVILLE, Ill. – August 8, 2007 – The Scott-Morgan-Greene Water Cooperative received an $883,000 low-interest loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development for the construction of Phase VI of the cooperative’s water distribution system.  
“Safe, reliable water is essential for good health and necessary to sustain the quality of life in rural communities,” said Doug Wilson, Illinois State Director for the USDA Rural Development.  “The efforts of the SMG Water Cooperative over the last decade have resulted in a significant improvement in the lives of more than 600 area residents.”
Construction of the water system began in 1997.  The newest phase of construction will extend the distribution system to an additional 58 customers living in the Scott County townships of Alsey, Manchester and Winchester and in the Morgan County precincts of Lynnville and Woodson.  Residents currently get their water from private wells which do not supply adequate water quantity or quality for residential use.  
Rural Development administers loan and grant programs to develop or improve water and wastewater systems, including solid waste disposal and storm drainage in rural areas.  The purpose of the programs is to improve quality of life and promote economic development.  The agency also provides affordable financing for housing, business and community development.

Further information about Rural Development’s programs is available on their website www.rurdev.usda.gov/il/ or by calling the Jacksonville Rural Development Office, 217-243-1535 ext. 6.
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“USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.”

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,

 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

[image: image1.png]