TITLE: Molecular and Clinical Mechanisms in Bloom’s Syndrome and Related Disorders
PURPOSE:  This is a two- day workshop whose purpose is to gather leading scientists and clinical investigators in the active area of research on the RecQ helicases and disorder associated with these helicases, with a particular focus on the Bloom’s syndrome (BS). We will explore the molecular mechanisms that the RecQ helicases participate and that are defective in Bloom’s syndrome, Werner syndrome, and Rothmund-Thomson syndrome. The activities of RecQs in DNA replication, recombination, and repair will be discussed. The goal is to develop new multidisciplinary collaborations, interactions and relationships that will lead participants to a greater understanding of the pathophysiological mechanisms involved in these disorders and to conceive new therapeutic strategies for their treatment. Scheduled are a total of 25 20-minute lecture-style presentations with 5-minute discussions following each lecture. There are four 30-minutes breaks over the two days designed to foster individual discussions, a two-hour poster session, and five oral presentations from unsolicited submitted abstracts.  There will be two “working” lunches including half-hour presentations.

LOCATION: University of Chicago Gleacher Center, Chicago, Illinois 

JUSTIFICATION: This is a two-day workshop cosponsored by the National Institute on Aging (NIA), the National Cancer Institute (NCI), and the Bloom’s Syndrome Foundation. The portion of the funding that the Office of Rare Diseases will cover includes (a) the conference space rental arrangements, (b) two lunches and four coffee breaks. This meeting brings together national and international experts in a variety of closely related fields. The conference facilities of the Gleacher Center at the University of Chicago were selected due to its unique arrangement of modern conferencing services, banquet facilities for our working lunches, convenient lounge for the poster session and coffee breaks, and the availability of classroom immediately adjacent to the lecture hall that will be used for the development of a Bloom’s syndrome support group. Comparisons of 3 facilities were obtained and the Gleacher Center is the only facility that was able to meet the requirements at the lowest cost (see attached estimate). The comparisons will be kept on file as required by the guidelines in FTR 301-74.19

There are 10 federal participants in the workshop. Because the workshop is in Chicago, all are eligible for per diem. The cost for federal participants is $202.35 per day, which includes meals, breaks and meeting rooms etc. The cost for meals and breaks cannot be separated from the total cost per person and charged to individuals directly. For this reason the meals will be paid via a purchase order as part of the conference cost per person. Travel authorizations will be prepared and approved, however meals will not be included on the authorizations. 

