D-1 On-Orbit Satellite Peformance

The current National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Polar Orbiting Environmental Satellite (POES) constellation consists of the N15, N16, N17, and N18 satellites.  As of May 2008,  N18 (1336 LAN) is the primary operational afternoon satellite and the N17 (2158 LAN)  satellite is performing as the back-up to the Eumetsat-provided MetOp A  (2131 LAN) satellite operated by Eumetstat in the morning orbit. Due to the uniqueness of the orbit plane, the recovery of N15 (1706 LAN) global data on a full-time, operational basis.  This continues to benefit  the Argos community greatly as the global coverage provided by N15, complements the N18 and MetOp/N17 orbit planes, producing an effective 3 satellite constellation.  A testing effort to implement the NPOESS Svalbard facility into the satellite operation for receiving and transferring “blind orbit GAC data” (relative to NOAA’s FCDA and WCDA facilities) from non-IJPS satellites (N17 and N15) is still underway.  The operational use of the “proof of concept” portal into SOCC was not approved and the design and implementation of a second, dedicated portal for the NPOESS Svalbard data recovery effort was undertaken.  It is expected that testing of this second portal will be done in late 2008/early 2009.   
