February 25, 2005

To: The President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

From:  Rebecca Evans – Individual & member of Fair Tax Organization


1331 Safari Drive


St. Joseph, MO 64506


816-364-0563

To Whom It May Concern:

Answers to Request for Comments…

1) Headaches due to existing tax system include having to spend several hours over several days to gather receipts, pay and meet with an accountant, and the fear that goes along with worrying if one will have to pay out even more to the government than they already have that year.

2) Aspects of the tax system that are unfair…The most unfair part of our current tax system is that people are punished, in essence, by how much income they receive.  This income is earned and a reward for success and a job well done, yet these people pay more than anyone else in income taxes and they receive no additional benefits from the government for the great amount extra that they pay verses a middle income salaried individual.  Also, it is unfair that we are taxed on top of taxes on top of other taxes.  For example, your income check is taxed from the get go.  Then, the bills that you pay such as electric, gas, water, phone, are all taxed.  Then, the food and clothes and shoes you must purchase to survive are all taxed.  Then the car you must drive to get to your job is taxed with sales tax when you first purchase it and then again each year, in almost all states, by the state as “property tax.”  By the time taxes are done being paid, there’s not much left for most Americans.  No wonder the economy is not as fruitful as it once was.  As inflation and prices goes up, so does the taxes we pay.  A gallon of milk that was $2.45, is now @2.89 and therefore the tax on it is also more, $0.18 is now $0.22 at a 7.475% tax rate.  It’s a chain reaction that truly takes a toll on the spending habits of Americans.  

3) No comment

4) Goals that the Panel should try to achieve and recommendations for reform include the “Fair Tax,” also known as the consumption tax.  This cuts out the income tax entirely and only taxes everyone once for what they consume that is not a necessity.  Therefor, the unfair taxes on food or homes would be wiped out since they are necessities.  But, if we decide that we can now afford a big screen tv since we receive ALL of our paychecks (that’s hundreds and even thousands of dollars for many people) then we pay a higher tax on the big screen tv.  But keep in mind, we only pay on what we consume, not what we make.  Plus, April 15th would be just another day and there would be no need to seek out an accountant or drudge through hours of receipts and paperwork.  Make more, spend more.  It’s that simple.  The economy and the American people would be all the better with a “Fair Tax” in place instead of the current tax system.  The goal is simpler and fairer.  What more could we ask for.

Respectfully,

Rebecca Evans

