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Conference Room 4-1255/1125
Dr. Howarth Bouis,  

Director, HarvestPlus
“HarvestPlus: Breeding crops for better nutrition.”

As Director of HarvestPlus, Dr. Howarth Bouis coordinates an interdisciplinary global alliance of research centers and implementing agencies to biofortify and disseminate micronutrient-dense staple food crops and to measure their impact in improving nutrition. Since 1993, he has sought to promote biofortification activities both within the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) Centers, including their NARES partners, and in the human nutrition community through publications, seminars, workshops, symposiums, and fund-raising. His past research has concentrated on understanding how economic factors affect food demand and nutrition outcomes, particularly in Asia.  Dr. Bouis, a U.S. citizen, holds a joint appointment at the International Food Policy Research Institute (Washington, D.C.) and the International Centre for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) (Cali, Colombia). He received his B.A. in economics from Stanford University and his M.A. and Ph.D. from Stanford University's Food Research Institute.
It has been estimated that micronutrient malnutrition affects nearly 2 billion people in the developing world. Iron, zinc and vitamin A deficiencies alone are having profound negative effects on health, growth, and cognitive development. In some countries, nearly fifty percent of children lack one or more of these essential nutrients.  Until recently, nutritional supplements, commercial fortificants, and diversifying diets were the only strategies available to challenge this enormous problem.  Biofortification – increasing the nutrient density of food crops through plant breeding – is now being seen as an additional frontline weapon in the war against chronic under nutrition. By increasing the nutrient content of the major foods that are produced and eaten by the rural poor, biofortification can provide a critical complementary intervention to other largely urban-based programs.   HarvestPlus, the Biofortification Challenge Program of the CGIAR, is harnessing the powers of agriculture and nutrition research to breed micronutrient-dense staple foods.   
Dr. Bouis will present the objectives, approaches and recent research results that are emerging from this pioneering biofortification research program.   
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(Presentation includes Question and Discussion Time)

Please RSVP to Kendra Jenkins at 301-504-4542, fax: 301-504-4528, or email: kendra.jenkins@nps.ars.usda.gov  
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