
Chuck McDonald

Route 1, Box 258

Edcouch, TX 78538

December 12, 2007 

Kenneth R. Payne, Chief

Marketing Programs, Livestock and Seed Program

AMS-USDA, Room 2628-S

STOP 0251

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20250-0251


Fax (202) 720-1125

Mr. Payne:


In regards to Docket No AMS-LS-07-0056; LS-07-02 which was published in the Federal Register on November 23, 2007 on page number 65842 I would like to add my support to the effort to allow me to vote on a national check-off for sorghum. I live and farm in Willacy County, TX. Grain sorghum is vital to our rotation.
Declining acres of sorghum in the United States indicate to me the current state driven efforts to use self help programs for research and promotion of grain has not worked effectively.  I believe this is due to a lack of funding to financing projects that are beneficial to me as a producer.  Our entire industry is funded with less than $1 million.  This pales in comparison to other check-off programs with similar acres.  The new check-off will allow us as producers to pool our money as a cohesive unit to fund important projects such as herbicide resistant varieties of grain, and proper marketing of our grain to overseas venues.  The 25% pass back provision, which I agree with, will allow states to use money for particular projects of interest.  The RFP process will allow for the review and acceptance of projects that could not have been impossible to fund prior to the new check-off.  


I would suggest a change in the text in §1221.116. The maximum modification of the assessment rate for grain sorghum should be changed from “1” to “.4” in §1221.116(c)(1). The maximum modification of the assessment rate for forage sorghum should be changed from “1” to “.65” in §1221.116(c) (2). This will cap both rates at 1.0%.

Sorghum is a critical crop in our area.  Without a strong self-help program such as the aforementioned, acres will continue to decline.  Please feel free to call or write with any questions or comments you may have.

Regards,

/s/Chuck McDonald

