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as those employees of a NASA con-
tractor with responsibilities for main-
taining a Privacy Act system of
records.

(b) Section 552a(i)(3). Any person who
knowingly and willfully requests or ob-
tains any record concerning an indi-
vidual from an agency under false pre-
tenses shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and fined not more than $5,000.
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§ 1213.100 Scope.
This part 1213 sets forth the policy

governing the release of information in
any form to news and information
media. Not included is the release of
scientific and technical information to
scientific and technical journals and
audiences.

§ 1213.101 Policy.
(a) Consistent with NASA statutory

responsibility, NASA will ‘‘* * * pro-
vide for the widest practicable and ap-
propriate dissemination of information
concerning its activities and the re-
sults thereof, * * *’’

(b) Release of information concerning
NASA activities and the results will be
made promptly, factually and com-
pletely. Exceptions include that infor-
mation whch may be exempt from dis-
closure under the ‘‘Freedom of Infor-
mation Act’’ (5 U.S.C. 552, as amended)
(14 CFR part 1212). For classified DoD
missions on the National Space Trans-
portation System (NSTS), release of
information concerning NASA activi-

ties will be restricted by the STS Secu-
rity Classification Guide. In addition,
information concerning the surviv-
ability/vulnerability of the NSTS may
be classified for all NSTS operations.

(c) NASA will respond promptly to
queries from the information media
and industry, and cooperate with con-
tractors in their release of NASA re-
lated informational material including
advertising.

(d) NASA officials may participate in
interviews and speak for the Agency in
areas of their assigned responsibility.

§ 1213.102 Responsibility.
(a) The Associate Administrator for

Public Affairs is responsible for the de-
velopment and overall administration
of an integrated Agencywide commu-
nications program and determines
whether the specific information is to
be released. The Associate Adminis-
trator for Public Affairs will:

(1) Direct and coordinate all Head-
quarters and agencywide public infor-
mation activities.

(2) Direct and coordinate all agency-
wide news-oriented audiovisual activi-
ties.

(b) In accordance with § 1213.104, the
Public Affairs Officers assigned to
Headquarters Program and Staff Of-
fices are responsible for developing
plans and coordinating all public infor-
mation activities covering their re-
spective programs at Headquarters and
in the field.

(c) In accordance with § 1213.104, Di-
rectors of Field Installations, through
their Public Affairs Officers, are re-
sponsible for initiating and obtaining
concurrences for information programs
and public releases issued by their re-
spective installation and component
installations.

(d) The requirements of this section
do not apply to the Office of Inspector
General (IG) regarding IG activities.

[52 FR 45936, Dec. 3, 1987, as amended at 56
FR 66787, Dec. 26, 1991]

§ 1213.103 Procedures for issuance of
news releases.

(a) All Headquarters news releases
will be issued by the Office of Public
Affairs, Media Services Division.

(b) Directors of Field Installations,
through their Public Affairs Officer,
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